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JOINT HEARINGS ON THE IRAN-CONTRA 
INVESTIGATION 

Testimony of Tomas Castillo 


EXECUTIVE SESSION 
- FRIDAY, MAY 29, 1987 

House Select Committee To Investigate 

Covert Arms Transactions With Iran 
and 

Senate Select Committee on Secret Military 
Assistance to Iran and the Nicaraguan Opposition, 

Washington, DC. 

The Select Committees met, pursuant to call, at 9:09 a.m., in 
room 2141, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Lee H. Hamilton 
(chairman of the House Select Committee) and Hon. Daniel K. 
Inouye (chairman of the Senate Select Committee) presiding. 

Chairman Hamilton. May I have your attention, please. I just 
"w ant to r e mi nd you thnt hnfor fl w a got, underway with t . he witness 
that this is an executive session. I announced yesterday that the 
transcript will be released tomorrow within 24 hours after we meet 
today. 

May I suggest to you that in asking questions today you try very 
hard not to use names where possible. 

Now, I recognize that creates a bit of a problem in asking ques¬ 
tions, but where possible don’t use names, use titles or some other 
reference that would be other than names. 

The exhibits are classified. They are not to be taken out of this 
room and they are not to be quoted. 

The statement of the witness is also classified. It is not to be 
taken out and not to be quoted and members of the two committees 
are not to comment on testimony until the transcript is released 
tomorrow. 

One other announcement. That is the White House counsel has 
requested permission to be present. I have no objections to that and 
I understand Chairman Inouye and Vice Chairman Rudman have 
no objection to it and Mr. Cheney has no objection to it, I am ad¬ 
vised. 

So we will permit him in. 

Are there any other questions before we proceed? 

Let’s bring the witness in. 

The meeting of the joint hearings of the Select Committees will 
come to order. 


(l) 
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Our witness this morning is [Tomas Castillo ]. [Mr. Castillo], will 
you please stand to take the oath? 

[Witness sworn.] 

TESTIMONY OF TOMAS CASTILLO 

Chairman Hamilton. You may be seated. You may proceed. 

Mr. Barbadoro. [Mr. Castillo], when did you become Chief of 
Station [deleted]? 

[Mr. Castillo]. I respectfully decline to answer on the grounds 
that it would be inconsistent with my fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Mr. Chairman, [Afr. Castillo] has asserted his 
fifth amendment privilege and declined to answer further ques¬ 
tions. I would request the chairman inform him of the immunity 
order. 

Chairman Hamilton. [Mr. Castillo], I am hereby communicating 
to you an order issued to the House Select Committee by the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Columbia. The order provides in 
substance that you may not lefuse to provide evidence on the basis 
of your privilege against self-incriminati on. __ 

ft provides that evidence obtained^ from you under the order may 
not be used against you in any criminal proceeding. A copy of the 
order is at the witness table. Pursuant to the order, I direct you to 
answer the questions put to you. 

Chairman Inouye. Mr. Chairman 

Chairman Hamilton. Chairman Inouye. 

Chairman Inouye. [ilfr. Castillo], I communicate a similar order 
obtained by the Senate Select Committee which is also at the wit- 
iress table and I do direct you to a nswer the question s-p ut t o y o u. 

Chairman Hamilton. The immunity procedure is complete. If 
you have an opening statement, [Afr. Castillo], now would be an ap¬ 
propriate time to read it. 

[Afr. Castillo]. I do, Mr. Chairman, and I appreciate the opportu¬ 
nity. 

Mr. Chairman, and members of these Select Committees, I have 
exercised my constitutional privilege not to testify without benefit 
of immunity concerning my participation in the matters which are 
under investigation by these committees. 

I have done so on the advice of counsel and because I became 
persuaded that it was the only way in which I could be accorded 
every possible measure of fairness under the law. Media specula¬ 
tion, which has been grounded on few facts and an extraordinary 
amount of entirely misguided and irresponsible supposition, has 
convinced me that my decision was both prudent and correct. 

Having said that, I appear before you todav with a sense of peace 
that I have been true to my conscience and to my profession. Ac¬ 
cordingly, I am fully willing, indeed eager to testify as to the facts 
of my participation in the matters under inquiry. 

I hope I will be able to convey to each of you a clear understand¬ 
ing that I and the other men and women of the CIA’s clandestine 
service, both those under my command at the station in [deleted], 
and those at CIA headquarters who supported our efforts, per¬ 
formed our duties in the best tradition of the service. To the best of 
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my recollection neither they nor I ever intentionally violated any 
law of the United States in spirit or otherwise. 

To the contrary the deliberate persistent and resourceful efforts 
over a 2-year period of my superiors, as well as those officers who 
served under me, in particular given the constraints and changing 
national policies under which we were required to operate, are a 
testimonial to the high standard of conduct which this country ex¬ 
pects of its intelligence officers. 

If there were any lapses they resulted from decisions made under 
the pressures of fast moving events, from the characteristic can-do 
attitude of the clandestine service, of clandestine service operations 
officers or simply from emotional concerns for patriotic Nicara¬ 
guans whom the United States has supported, albeit intermittent¬ 
ly, in their efforts to pursue the ideals of peace and freedom, which 
we in this country not only enjoy, but often take for granted. 

I believe that it would be grievously harmful to the morale of the 
CIA officers who were [deleted] working with the Southern Front of 
the Nicaraguan Resistance to suppose, without any basis in fact, 
that they ever engaged in a conspiracy to violate the laws of the 
United States. 

These honorable men and women were placed in an extremely 
difficult situation, which was not of their own making. 

Specifically, they were required as an integral part of their 
duties as intelligence officers, to gather intelligence, and to carry 
out political action operations in order to hold together the many 
diverse, even opposing factions within the Resistance. 

The very fact that the resistance [deleted] is more focused and 
politically and militarily viable than it has ever been is a remarka- 
ble accomplishment [deleted]. 

You may question whether my officers—and I understood the 
legal constraints of the Boland Amendment. 'Of course, we did—or 
we thought we did—notwithstanding the fact that there were no 
lawyers assigned to my station and the cable guidance from law¬ 
yers on these matters was understandably terse and narrow and 
did not pretend to address every eventuality. 

The application of the Boland Amendment in humane, rather 
than legal, terms in the field operational environment led us to feel 
that we were in the middle of a minefield with each step becoming 
a critical decision. My officers and I tried diligently to adhere to 
the constraints of the Boland Amendment as we understood them, 
and I believe we were—and I believe we generally were successful. 

In addition, we in the field were impacted greatly by the political 
considerations, which attended the various incarnations of the 
Boland Amendment, considerations arising out of political sensi¬ 
tivities here in Washington, which were difficult for us to appreci¬ 
ate. 

While we were doing our best to keep the faith with the legal 
constraints of the amendments and at the same time carry out our 
duties with respect to the Nicaraguan Resistance, we were faced 
with political dimensions of a broad issue of support for the Nicara¬ 
guan Resistance. 

Those dimensions adversely affected our operations on several oc¬ 
casions. V.; was—it often seemed to us that the next upcoming vote 
in Congress on support for the Resistance was the most important 
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consideration governing the perceptions of what activities were 
permissible regardless of the urgency or necessity of a beneficial 
operational action. I can recall CIA lawyers disapproving certain 
operational activities which were acceptable under tne terms of the 
Boland Amendments themselves because of a possible negative po¬ 
litical impact at home. 

You can imagine my difficulty in trying to reconcile such deci¬ 
sions with the duties of my office. Regardless, as Chief of Station, I 
was directly and specifically involved in all of the operational ac- 
tivities concern ing the Nic araguan Resistance, and the officers 
under my command followed my guidance. 

Therefore, I am fully and unequivocably responsible for all of 
their actions. 

As you will learn from my testimony today, my association with 
Lt. Col. Oliver L. North came about as a result of our respective 
positions and because of the coincidence or our interests concerning 
the political and military status of the Nicaraguan Resistance. — 

Throughout this relationship, Colonel North never asked me to 
undertake any unlawful activity, nor did he ever inform me of any 
sale of arms to Iran or any diversion of funds to the Resistance. 

Given the events of recent months, I am eternally grateful that 
he did not. I hold Colonel North in high esteem, because, in my 
judgment, he has been faithful to his country, his duty, and his 
word, and loyal to his beliefs and his comrades. 

I admire his intellect and his commitment to the human beings 
who comprise the Nicaraguan Resistance. He is my friend, and 
whatever happens he will so remain. 

The press has speculated extravagantly concerning my possible 
involveme nt with Director William Casey in connection with the 
Nicaraguan Resistance. I met with Director Casey on a few occa- 
sions during my tenure as Chief of Station, [deleted]. I briefed him, 
as did my officers, on station operations, as it was our duty to do 
so. That is all. 

During those briefings, Mr. Casey never suggested or implied— 
nor did I ever infer—that he expected me to undertake activities 
which would violate in any way tne laws of the United States. 

I wish to close this statement on a—close this statement—excuse 
me. I wish to close this statement on a personal note. 

Since my return to Washington in January, I have experienced 
some of the worst moments of my life. [Deleted]. Their absence, the 
imposed isolation, the interruption of my command, the unfounded 

[ >ress and media speculation about my participation in possible vio- 
ations of the law and the possible irreparable damage to my 
career, which I cherish and have dedicated the last 20 years of my 
life to, are all factors which have made the last months very diffi¬ 
cult. 


On the basis of my actions as Chief of Station, [deleted], over the 
last 2 years, it should not have been so. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 



prepared statement of Tomas Castillo appears in appendix 


Chairman Hamilton. You may proceed with the questions, coun¬ 
sel. 


Mr. Barbadoro. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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Sir, your true name is [deleted], correct? 

[Mr. Castillo]. [Deleted!. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And during your time as Chief of Station in [de¬ 
leted], you were also known by the name of Tomas Castillo, is that 
right? 

[Mr. Castillo]. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. To facilitate the declassification of your testimo¬ 
ny, I am going to refer to you as Mr. Castillo in your testimony 
today, and I would also ask you in your responses to my questions 
to refer to CIA officals wherever possible by their title so that it 
will be intelligible when the testimony is declassified. 

You were Chief of Station in [deleted] from July, 1984, until Jan¬ 
uary 1987, correct? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir, I am still officially assigned as Chief of 
Station. * 

Mr. Barbadoro. When were you asked to come back to Washing¬ 
ton? 

Mr Castillo. In December, late December, 1986. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What is your current status? 

Mr. Castillo. I am on administrative leave, and actually on TDY 
from [deleted]. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And you have been since December of 1986? 

Mr. Castillo. Since January 5,1987. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Can you tell us what your prior assignments 
were with the Central Intelligence Agency? 

Mr. Castillo. I entered on duty on April 24, 1967, completed a 
period of training, received my first permanent overseas assign¬ 
ment to [deleted] in 1968, where I spent 2 years. 

Subsequent assigments include [delete d]. There w ere int e rmittent 
periods of assignments at headquarters. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What was your assignment immediately prior to 
becoming Chief of Station in [deleted]? 

Mr. Castillo. Chief of the [deleted] Branch, Central American 
Task Force. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And who was the head of the Central American 
Task Force at that time? Was it Dewey Clarridge? 

Mr. Castillo. No. There were three Chiefs of the Central Ameri¬ 
can Task Force. [Now C/LA*], [deleted] and [now C/CATFtt —excuse 
me, I worked only for [now C/LA] and [deleted]. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Dewey Clarridge was the Chief of the Latin 
American Division at that time? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. When you arrived in [deleted], what was the 
condition of the Southern Front military forces? 

Mr. Castillo. July 1984, when I arrived, the Southern Front, a 
loosely—a loose term to describe a disarray of rag-tag units mostly 
under Eden Pastora, [deleted], and a number of small units under 
the ostensible leadership of Fernando Negro Chamorro were what 
consisted the Southern Front. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Is it fair to say that there weren’t more than a 
[deleted] troops in the Southern Front at the time? 


• Chief of the Latin American Division of the CIA. 
tt Chief of the Central American Task Force of the CIA. 
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.Mr. Castillo. Well, if one counts the hangers-on and th e va rious 

people that claimed they were associated with both of these organi- 
zations, it might have been as high as [deleted). 

Mr. Barbadoro. And it is also true, isn’t it, that the Southern 
Front troops were operating largely independent of the FDN 
forces? 

Mr. Castillo. Completely. 

Mr. Barbadoro. They had different sources of supply, different 
commanders and they fought alone, is that right? 

Mr. Castillo. Prior to my arrival, the CIA had supplied Eden 
Pastora and he, in turn, shared some of his supplies with Fernando 
Chamorro. All of the supplies until that time to the best of my 
knowledge came from CIA. 

Mr. Barbadoro. I am sorry. I wasn’t clear. The supplies went di¬ 
rectly from CIA to Southern Front forces; they did not go from CIA 
to FDN to Southern Front? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Is it fair to say that virtually during the entire 
time you were Station Chief in [deleted] that you were prohibited 
from resupplying the southern troops yourself because of the 
Boland Amendment? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. I want to focus on the period of July 1984 until 
July 1985 and ask you some questions about that period. 

During that time did you provide any military assistance to the 
Southern Front forces? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you provide them with any intelligence in- 
-formation or military advice?- 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you provide any assistance whatsoever to 
the military arm of the Southern Front forces during that period? 

Mr. Castillo. I would need to explain the answer to that ques¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Go ahead. 

Mr. Castillo. My view of my responsibility was to develop the 
southern political organizations in concert with the efforts being 
made here in Washington and in [deleted] and in Miami to bring 
together the Nicaraguan Resistance under one unified leadership. 
In that context, Negro Chamorro, for example, had a political orga¬ 
nization, and a fine reputation among the Nicaraguan people as a 
democratic anti-Somoza leader and a hero. 

So he was obviously included in our efforts to bring together an 
amalgamation of all of the diverse elements not only in the south 

E edl where they were based, but also in the—with the FDN 
edj and the FDN leaders, such as Arturo Cruz, who were in 
i or Washington. All of us were pulling together w ith these 
people and out of that came the obvious necessity that there was a 
military side to the Resistance effort. 

This was mostly handled by the leadership such as it existed at 
that time to encourage their combatants, their Nicaraguan compa¬ 
triots to fight as best they could under these constraints. 

We, in turn, encouraged the leadership to seek every means that 
they could to put pressure on the Saindinista regime. So there 
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wasn't military advice, per se, but there was certainly encourage¬ 
ment on the part of all CIA. officers to bring as much pressure as 
possible in the political area against the regime. 

Long answer to a short question. I apologize. 

Mr. Barbadoro. I understand. Let's turn to a different subject. 

You met Colonel North in August 1984, at a Chief of Stations 
meeting [deleted], didn't you? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Do you know how Colonel North got to that 
meeting? 

Mr. Castillo. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Wasn’t that a meeting principally of CIA offi-. 
cials? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, there were more of us than others. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Do you recall any non-CIA officials other than 
Colonel North at the meeting? 

Mr. Castillo. I think there was a State Department official, but 
I can’t recall. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Do you know what Colonel North was at the 
meeting to do? 

Mr. Castillo. It wasn’t explained to me. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What contact did you have with Colonel North 
at this meeting? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, during the several days that we were there, 
each of the Chiefs of Station would present an overview of his sta¬ 
tion’s activities, operations problems and then in the evening we 
would have dinner or attend a cocktail party hosted by one of the 
[deleted] station officers. And at one cocktail party I introduced 
-m y se lf to Co lonftl North^anfLofLcn iirfifi hp was familiar with the 
problems, the situation that I was experiencing in [deleted], and so 
we chatted about that. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you discuss the problems of supplying the 
Southern Front with Colonel North at that meeting? 

Mr. Castillo. Only in terms that the nonsupply was having a 
devastating effect on the troops in the field, as our intelligence 
was—was indicating, and—but that was not really news to him be¬ 
cause we would routinely report in disseminated intelligence re¬ 
ports the condition of the field troops as we learned of them. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did he suggest to you at this meeting in 1984 
that he might be able to do something to help in the resupply 
effort? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did he say anything to you at this meeting 
about how the Contras were being funded? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Is it fair to characterize this meeting with him 
as being brief and primarily a social meeting at a party? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. After that did you have subsequent meetings 
with him? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What was the purpose of those meetings? 

Mr. Castillo. Just to keep in touch with someone that I felt was 
influential in Washington and who was in a position to understand 



the circumstances or the difficulties of the political problems 
among the Nicaraguan groups. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Mr. Castillo, is it fair to say that over time 
starting from the time you met him in August until, say, the begin¬ 
ning of 1986, that you gradually developed a friendship with Colonel 
North? 

Mr. Castillo. Oh, yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And in fact that friendship got to the point 
where your family and his family actually vacationed together in 
February of 1986, [deleted]? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. So in addition to speaking to him in your capac¬ 
ity as Chief of Station and his capacity as an NSC staff member, 
you gradually became friendly with him and would speak to him as 
a friend as well? 

Mr. Castillo. Certainly, yes. 

Mr. Barbadoro. I want to go back to the questions I asked you 
about the Southern Front and ask you about Commander Cha¬ 
morro and his troops to fight during that period of time I was 
asking about? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, it really wasn’t encouragement to fight. It 
was really encouragement to [deleted] go into Nicaragua, where if 
they claimed they were fighters is where they should be. And so it 
came about because of continuous large numbers of problems that 
we were experiencing with the [deleted] government—because of 
the presence of these people who were not very covert in their—in 
protecting the fact of their presence in [deleted] and there were a 
number of incidents on a continuing basis that the [deleted] offi¬ 
cials would bring to my attention and to the atteirtion~of otherfde*- 
leted] officials, and so wherever I had contact with them, for what¬ 
ever reason, [deleted], I would encourage them to seek some means 
to leave [deleted] where we felt—we, CIA, felt—that the primary 
value to the program was the political side. 

In other words, [deleted] presented a better environment for the 
political declarations to be made, access to [deleted], where there 
was relative tranquility, modem conveniences, daily flights to the 
United States and so forth, and that is what the political side 
needed. 

However, this was being put in jeopardy by Negro Chamorro as 
well as Eden Pastora, and their shenanigans creating a decision for 
the [deleted], who were really trying to abide by the stated neutral¬ 
ity. 

In explaining this to Negro repeatedly would come the sugges¬ 
tion that they should get out of [deleted] and into Nicaragua. 

Mr. Barbadoro. To summarize, it posed a political problem for 
you to have these Nicaraguans in [deleted], didn’t it? 

Mr. Castillo. Most definitely. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And you tried to encourage them to get to Nica¬ 
ragua and to fight to get them out of [deleted]? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And there was a reluctance on the part of Negro 
Chamorro to go into Nicaragua to fight? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Barbadoro. In fact, you had to be constantly encouraging 
him to get in there and fight, right? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. I know of only one occasion when Cha¬ 
morro actually went into Nicaragua to fight. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Could you describe that? 

Mr. Castillo. It occurred in 1983 when he appeared in a joint 
attack with the FDN [deleted]—near the [deleted] Nicaraguan 
border—and he attacked a border post about 30 meters inside Nica¬ 
ragua and when he came under heavy attack, he immediately re¬ 
treated to [deleted]. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And he called you from a pay phone, didn’t he? 

Mr. Castillo. And he telephoned me at CIA headquarters- 

Mr. Barbadoro. In Washington—he called you from a pay phone 
in [deleted] and what did he ask you to do? 

Mr. Castillo. Send mortars. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you do it? 

Mr. Castillo. Of course not. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And that was the only occasion on which you 
were able to get Mr. Chamorro to actually go into Nicaragua to 
fight? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, that is the only occasion that I know that— 
of his going in. Later on he diet go into [deleted]—excuse me—into 
Nicaragua just south of Lake Nicaragua—that small strip of 
marshland where there there were no—there was no concentration 
—of-Nicaraguan forces, and it was only several kilometers inside 
Nicaragua along the southern shore of Lake Nicaragua. 

Mr. Barbadoro. In addition to the problems you had with Negro 
Chamorro, the CIA had problems of a different sort with Eden Pas¬ 
tora, is that right?__ 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And the agency made a decision that they didn’t 
want to support Pastora and wanted to get Pastora’s troops to fight 
independently of Pastora, is that right? 

Mr. Castilix). Well, sir—no, that is not right. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Why don’t you explain? 

Mr. Castillo. It was Pastora’s actions, his own actions which cre¬ 
ated the situation in which CIA really had no other choice but to 
withdraw support and contact with him. As a result of that with¬ 
drawal, he began making claims in public that the CIA and the 
KGB had cut a deal with the Sandinistas to abandon the Nicara¬ 
guan Resistance. And he used to repeat this allegation to his com¬ 
manders inside, to others who would listen to him, and generally 
he was a disruptive, unpredictable element in the political sense. 
Every', "e, including myself, believed that of all the Nicagaruans, 
he is the most charismatic, the most natural leader, both in the 
military sense and the political sense, but there were other traits 
and characteristics of his personality which made it impossible for 
him to lead a broad spectrum of Nicaraguan Resistance. 

The problem we were facing with CIA, in trying to bring these 
diverse elements together, was the fact that he had an internation¬ 
al reputation, could call presidents or prime ministers of leading 
social democratic countries, receive their audience, an audience 
with them, on short notice. 
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At the same time, we were trying to get Arturo Cruz, Alfonso 
Robelo to make appointments themselves with these same leaders. 
The demagoguery that Eden Pastora projected was not at all help¬ 
ful to this overall Nicaraguan Resistance movement. 

On the military side, he exaggerated the size of his forces, their 
accomplishments, and I might say that there are two—there were 
two Members of the Senate who almost lost their lives because of 
an erratic action on the part of Eden Pastora. 

Former Senator Hart was in the Sandino Airport terminal with 
another Senator—why do I remember Senator Hart? 

Mr. Cohen. He is probably a little more popular right now. 

Mr. Castillo. And Eden Pastora sent a small aircraft with a 
bomb, and as I understood it, I was not involved in the military 
planning at that time, as I understood it, the bomb w as to strike a 
secret facility in Managua that was occupied by a foreign power. It 
was an intelligence facility. 

And this pilot, who had been a—if I am not mistaken, chief pilot 
of the Nicaraguan Airline, came over—when he approached and he 
dive-bombed an airliner from his former employer at Sandino Air¬ 
port, he lost his life doing so, because the shock wave of the bomb 
caused the plane to hit the tower over the terminal. 

But that was just one example, among many, of the difficulties 
that we experienced with Eden Pastora. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Both you and your superiors at CIA headquar¬ 
ters thought at that time it would be a good idea to build up the 
Southern Front military forces, didn’t you? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, in the long-range view- 

Mr. Barbadoro. This was a good idea to have a strengthened 
southern force? 

Mr. Castillo. It would have been natural for the Southern Front 
to exist, applying military pressure on the Sandinista army, to re¬ 
lieve pressure from the—against the FDN. 

Mr. Barbadoro. So it was a good idea to build up the Southern 
Front? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. It was also a good idea, you thought, to unite 
the Southern Front with the FDN, isn’t that right? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. But is it fair to say that in the—once the Boland 
Amendment came into effect, you had a problem and that problem 
was you weren’t allowed to supply these Southern Front forces that 
were fighting in southern Nicaragua? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, sir, with the Boland Amendment these 
people had to exist, make it on their own until, if it came about, 
there would be a reinstitution of their funding. That didn’t make 
the plan that they had of unification of the military effort or any 
of the other political activities—that didn’t change. 

What changed was the way we had to deal with them. We no 
longer had any leverage. We could no longer apply the influence as 
a result of being able to give them that support, or at least the sup¬ 
port that came through us and apply that leverage in political 
areas. 

In other words, my primary responsibility was the development 
of a Democratic pluralistic political program with them to advise 
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and guide them on gaining—telling their story to the world, that 
these were Democrats, that they were trying to rescue their revolu¬ 
tion. Obviously, there are many individual parochial interests that 
these Nicaraguan politicians have. 

Our difficulty was with Boland, we were no longer able to influ¬ 
ence that direction, especially in terms of unification. 

Mr. Barbadoro. I don’t mean to cut you off, but isn’t it true that 
you were trying to get the Southern Front troops inside Nicaragua 
fighting, and one of the problems you faced was how were these 
troops going to be supplied once they got inside Nicaragua? 

Mr. Castillo. No question. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And you couldn’t supply them because of the 
Boland Amendment? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And because they were independent from the 
FDN, you had problems getting the FDN to share their more abun¬ 
dant supplies with these forces? 

Mr. Castillo. Correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. When did Ambassador Tambs come to Costa 
Rica? 

Mr. Castillo. July 1985. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you have a conversation with him shortly 
after he arrived there about the Southern Front? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What did he tell you? 

Mr. Castillo. He [deleted] told us that his mandate was the cre¬ 
ation of a Southern Front. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did he say who gave him that mandate? 

Mr. Castillo. It is my impression he said Colonel North. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And he said—he gave you the impression that 
he wanted to open up a Southern Front both politically and mili¬ 
tarily, didn’t he? 

Mr. Castillo. That was my impression. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did he have any specific plans as to how he was 
going to open up this Southern Front? 

Mr. Castillo. No. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did he ask you for any advice as to how to open 
up this Southern Front? 

Mr. Castillo. No. But I think that needs explanation. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Let me try to do it this way. 

In your mind, at that period of time, you realized that if the 
Southern Front forces were ever going to be supplied there would 
be a need for an airstrip in Costa Rica to resupply them; isn’t that 
right? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, that would have been one element. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And I am not suggesting that you gave instruc¬ 
tions to Ambassador Tambs about tne airstrip. Would you agree 
that you may have had some discussions in a general way with 
Ambassador Tambs about the need for an airstrip if the CIA were 
ever to get back in the game of resupplying the Southern Front 
troops? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Ambassador Tambs has testified— I believe I am 
summarizing it correctly—that he got his instructions from you to 
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go to the President of Costa Rica and get permission to have the 
airstrip built. 

Did you ever give such instructions to Ambassador Tambs? 

Mr. Castillo. Regretfully, I must disagree with Ambassador 
Tambs’- 

Mr. Barbadoro. What is your version? 

Mr. Castillo. From the time he arrived for approximately 1 
month, [deleted], I briefed him on the current state of the Nicara¬ 
guan situation, both internally and in Costa Rica—internally in 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica, as well as all the other activities that 
we were involved in. 

These discussions were frequent throughout that month as he 
was learning his job and meetmg Costa Rican officials and reading 
things in the press. 

[Deleted]. I think at this point it is fair to comment that my first 
impression of Ambassador Tambs was that he is a very forceful, ar¬ 
ticulate, dynamic individual who perhaps felt the constraints of his 
position, and whereas he would have liked to have been more in¬ 
volved in action, which, of course, he could not be. 

He felt very deeply the need, because at that time we were al¬ 
ready a year into—or rather, the Resistance forces were already a 
year into their period of deprivation, and certainly my reports on 
their condition were not at all encouraging. 

Furthermore, during that month, we each had many discussions 
or conversations with [deleted] officials who constantly complained 
about the activities of Pastora and Chamorro’s forces [deleted] just 
over the border from Costa Rica, and the reaction of the Sandinis- 
tas as a result of that presence. 

They did cross the border. They did attack Costa Rican patrols. 

So, about 1 month afterwards, Ambassador Tambs had occasion 
to meet with [deleted]. [Deleted] they had discussed how to get 
these people [deleted] into Nicaragua. And the obvious conclusion 
is that they had to be supplied, and how do you supply these 
people? 

Well, this coincided with [deletedl great preoccupation about 
what was clearly an aggressive Sandinista attitude toward Costa 
Rica in that they were making these attacks across the border. 

And the result of that conversation is how the airstrip came 
about. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Is it fair to say the short answer, though, is you 
didn’t tell Ambassador Tambs to go to President [deleted] and get 
permission to have this airstrip built? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct, sir. • ~ 

Mr. Barbadoro. Could you turn to exhibit 1, please, and tell 
me—exhibit 1 is a table dated 13 August 1985. Could you tell me 
who wrote that? 


Mr. Castillo. I did. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And who did you send it to? 

Mr. Castillo. Headquarters. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Ana headquarters—that means that cable would 
have gone to the Chief of the Central American Task Force [C/ 
CATF\. 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Among several other people? 
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Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And this cable describes that meeting on August 
12th [deleted]? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir, based on his relating of the conversation. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And this—what the cable says is that Ambassa¬ 
dor Tambs obtained permission [deleted] to build the airstrip to re¬ 
supply the Southern Front troops; isn’t that right? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, Bir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. It also makes reference to [deleted]? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. You got a response to this cable, didn’t you? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And is that response contained in exhibit 2? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What did that response tell you? 

Mr. Castillo. That headquarters was pleased [deleted]. It also 
said that the station, advised the station that neither CIA nor DOD 
can become involved either directly or indirectly in assisting [delet¬ 
ed] in implementing this new policy, and that while we were au¬ 
thorized to share information with the Resistance, it would be per¬ 
missible to brief them on this new [deleted] policy. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Is it fair to say that it was your understanding 
as a result of that cable that you couldn’t be involved in assisting 
in the construction of the airstrip? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. You were speaking with Colonel North off and 
on around this time, weren’t you? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did Colonel North ask you [deleted] to have this 
airstrip built? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did he say anything to you about the need to 
have an airstrip built? 

Mr. Castillo. We may have talked about it in terms of what the 
Resistance needs to be resupplied, but not in any specific way. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Colonel North’s travel records show that he 
made a one-day trip to Costa Rica on, I believe it was August 10. 

Do you recall that trip? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. [Deleted] I don’t recall it. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you ever go to visit the site of this airstrip? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Where was the airstrip to be located? 

Mr. Castillo. On a peninsula on the northwest quadrant of 
Costa Rica in an isolated area [deleted]. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Is that known as the Santa Elena Peninsula? 

Mr. Castillo. Correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Is that airstrip—has it been referretHxra s - P o int - 

West? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Who chose the site of the airstrip? 

Mr. Castillo. [Deleted]. 

Mr. Barbadoro. When did you go to visit the airstrip, the site? 

Mr. Castillo. My best recollection is within 10 days, 2 weeks, or 
so after [deleted]. 
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Mr. Barbadoro. And how did you come to visit the site? 

Mr. Castillo. On that day before I visited the site Ambassador 
Tambs [deleted] introduced me to a person that I had only heard of, 
but did not know, Robert Owen. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What did he tell you about Robert Owen? 

Mr. Castillo. That he was a—I am using my own words—a 
friend, collaborator of Colonel North’s. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And what did he want you to do with Rob 
Owen? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, after chatting about Owen—about the infor¬ 
mation Owen had concerning the status of various Nicaraguan Re¬ 
sistance groups that he was in touch with, the Ambassador men¬ 
tioned [deleted] permission to build this airstrip and that [deleted] 
had selected this site, and he suggested that Owen and I go up 
there and take a look at it. 

Well, I contacted [deleted] and asked him if this could be done 
and he said he approved it, [deleted] the two of us to go up to the 
site. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did anyone explain to you why Robert Owen 
was going to look at the site of this airstrip? 

Mr. Castillo. My recollection is that he would report back to 
Colonel North about this site and the information that had been 
given to him by Ambassador Tambs at that meeting that I had the 
day before we went to the site. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And when was it that you went to visit the site 
of the airstrip? 

Mr. Castillo. If this cable was written on August 19, which I 
think is the date, then I would assume that it would have been 
within 2 weeks of the writing of this—13th of August. So, I would 
say sometime in late August 1985. But that is a guess. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What happened when you got to the site of the 
airstrip? 

Mr. Castillo. The colonel and I walked around with Rob Owen, 
who took pictures of the land. He did not have a camera with him, 
by the way, and that morning—the morning we went up there, I 
borrowed a camera from my wife, sort of a small little 35 mm with 
a fixed lense. 

With that he took the pictures, and he took the film back to 
Washington with him. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you ever learn what happened to these pho¬ 
tographs? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What happened to them? 

Mr. Castillo. Colonel North told me sometime after that that he 


thoucht k wac a rwdeal^lace f or ^ ^ ^ ue ^| lotograp ^ s ~~ an ^ ^ > a [ ri< ^ i e 
tion. 


Mr. Barbadoro. Did he ever tell you that he had shown the pho¬ 
tographs to other people? 

Mr. Castillo. No. 


Mr. Barbadoro. Sometime that fall, did you come to meet a man 
who was identified to you as Mr. Olmstead? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 
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Mr. Barbadoro. Did you get any notification that he would be 
coming down to Coeta Rica before he arrived? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Who told you he would be coming down? 

Mr. Castillo. Colonel North. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What did Colonel North tell you he would be 
doing in Costa Rica? 

Mr. Castillo. That Mr. Olmstead would be contacting the owner 
of the property and negotiate with him for the purchase or lease or 
permission to use this property. 

Mr. Barbadoro. When, approximately, was it that you first met 
Mr. Olmstead? 

Mr. Castillo. Within several weeks—10 days, several weeks 
after Owen went back to Washington with the film. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Mr. Olmstead nas one eye, correct? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you later learn his real name? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

* Mr. Barbadoro. What- 

Mr. Castillo. I think I learned—I think Colonel North told me 
his name before he came down and then said that he would be 
coming down—that is the only time he ever mentioned it, but then 
said he would be using the name “Robert Olmstead.’’ 

Mr. Barbadoro. What did he tell you was the person’s real 
name? 

Mr. Castillo. Haskell. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What did Olmstead do when he got to Costa 
Rica? 

Mr. Castillo. He contacted Mr. Joseph Hamilton. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Who was the owner of the land on which the 
airstrip was to be built, correct? 

Mr. Castillo. That is right. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did he keep you informed of his negotiations 
with Mr. Hamilton? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, he did. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did he eventually buy or lease the land for the 
airstrip from Mr. Hamilton? 

Mr. Castillo. I understand that he did. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Do you know what he paid for it? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. I have heard the term “50,000,’’ but I don’t 
know how that sum figures into whatever the lease-purchase ar¬ 
rangement was. 

Mr. Barbadoro. You don’t know the details of the agreement? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir, I don’t. 

Mr. Barbadoro. How many times did you see Mr. Olmstead in 
Costa Rica? 

“~MrrCABTiLLO. Three, maybe four times for breakfast in the morn¬ 
ing. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And it was your understanding that he was 
down there, his primary role was to negotiate the purchase of the 
land? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And once that land was purchased or leased, did 
you see Mr. Olmstead again? 
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Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did Colonel North later tell you that somebody 
else would be coming down? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Who was that? 

Mr. Castillo. Rafael Quintero. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And when did you first see Mr. Quintero? 

Mr. Castillo. As I recall, the negotiations between Mr. Olmstead 
and Mr. Hamilton were rather protracted for a variety of reasons. 
It seems to me that Mr. Quintero did not arrive in Costa Rica until 
perhape October, possibly even November. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What was his role to be in regards to the air¬ 
strip? 

Mr. Castillo. Responsible for the construction of it. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Who did you think Mr. Quintero was working 
for? 

Mr. Castillo. Colonel North. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And- 

Mr. Castillo. Excuse me, that he was referred to me by Colonel 
North. I didn't know whom he was working for or who was paying 
his salary. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you ever have any idea where the money 
was coming from to buy and build this airstrip? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you ever ask Colonel North? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. When did construction get underway for the air¬ 
strip? 

Mr. Castillo. I think it was in November 1985. It could have 
been later. It could have been December. The fact that the area 
was so isolated made it almost impossible to get any kind of grader 
or bulldozer in and in fact Mr. Quintero, as he reported back to me, 
or told me later, had consulted with [deleted]. He made an arrange¬ 
ment with [deleted] who had accompanied Owen and I up to the 
site originally in my visit up there. 

Mr. Barbadoro. That is [deleted]? 

Mr. Castillo. [Deleted]. They had to bring a bulldozer in about 
20 kilometers over some of the roughest terrain in Costa Rica just 
to get it in there and the purpose of it, of the .bulldozer was to 
grade this strip. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And when was the strip completed? 

Mr. Castillo. It was never completed. 

Mr. Barbadoro. How long did construction continue on this 
strip? 

Mr. Castillo. Off and on until March of 1986. 

—Mr.. BARBADORQ-Othe r t han t he cable contained in exhibit 1 did 
you report anything about the construction of the airstrip to CIA 
lawyers through normal cable channels? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Do you recall a conversation with Assistant Sec¬ 
retary of State Abrams about the construction of the airstrip? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. When was that conversation? 


17 


Mr. Castillo. I think he had just assumed that position when he 
made a visit [deleted] but I cannot recall the date. It was sometime 
between—between September and October 1985. But it is a guess. 

Mr. Bakcadoro. Who was present during that conversation? 

Mr. Castillo. Two station officers. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And what happened in the conversation? 

Mr. Castillo. At the end of the briefing that we gave Assistant 
Secretary Abrams he turned to me ana asked me about Point 
West—“tell me about Point West." 

I was, frankly, quite surprised that he would ask about Point 
West because I did not know how he would have known that I 
knew about Point West, since it was a—I thought it was a compart- 
mented subject. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And what did you say to him when he men¬ 
tioned Point West? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, I explained that [deleted]; what happened so 
far; that I don't think at that time there had been—I don’t believe 
that the negotiation for the place had even been completed. I don't 
think by that time construction had begun. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did he say how he learned of Point West? 

Mr. Castillo. I asked him how he had learned about it and he 
said that Colonel North told him about it. I then asked him if the 
Chief of the Central American Forces knew about—also knew, and 
he said he did. 

Mr. Barbadoro. During the time the airstrip was being con¬ 
structed were you reporting to Colonel North about what was going 
on with the airstrip? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. You did not have any discussions with him 
about it? 

Mr. Castillo. No, I assumed that that was Mr. Quintero's re¬ 
sponsibility. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And the only trip you ever made to the site of 
the airstrip was that first trip [deleted], is that right? 

Mr. Castillo. To the actual site, yes. I went to a site nearby, 
about 3 or 4 kilometers away, on another occasion, but not to that 
site ever again. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Other than that one trip that you made with 
Rob Owen to the actual site, did you have anything else to do with 
the construction of that airstrip? ~ ~ 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Was there a reason why you didn't report on 
the airstrip to your supervisors at CIA Headquarters? 

Mr. Castillo. I felt that my position regarding what I considered 
a rather sensitive activity was one of iust passively monitoring it. I 
felt that this was an activity in which the Ambassador ha d taken 
an interest for the reasons 1 have already stated and that [deleted] 
had taken an interest because of an overriding concern about the 

( iresence of these people [deleted], the Nicaraguan Resistance [de- 
eted]; and I felt that my position was one of observer rather than 
active participant. 

In other words, these people could have done all of this without 
anything, any involvement of my own. I also considered the possi¬ 
bility, and very strongly so, that once funding was resumed, that in 
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fact CIA might take over this airstrip and use it in our own air 
resupply operations. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Who did you think was going to be using this 
airstrip while it was being constructed? 

Mr. Castillo. Oh, there was no question, once Rob Owen was in¬ 
volved—because he, in my mind, was a private, connected to the 
private benefactors—it was clear to me that Mr. Quintero, who also 
represented private benefactors, and that this was being built by 
private benefactors, American private benefactors. 

Mr. Barbadoro. But it was being coordinated by Colonel North? 

Mr. Castillo. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Ok. 

Mr. Castillo. So my involvement was one of, at least as I tried 
to keep it, the sideline spectator in protecting the Ambassador’s in¬ 
terests so that he did not do anything which might be considered 
improper, protecting [deleted] interest, [deleted], so I had public re¬ 
lations interests there as well; and furthermore there was the 
thought in my mind, and perhaps even at the Washington level, 
that this site, although built by private benefactors, might one day 
down the line be used by CIA air operations. 

Now, what happened obviously, as the airstrip was never com¬ 
pleted, [deleted] decided against its use, so nothing ever came of it. 

Mr. Barbadoro. You mentioned that it occurred to you that the 
CIA might end up taking over the airstrip, in fact didn’t Colonel 
North once suggest to you that he hoped the CIA might pick up the 
tab for this? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did there come a- 

Mr. Castillo. That was after, long afterwards. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Sorry, what period of time did he suggest that to 
you? 

Mr. Castillo. This was after the airstrip was being con—was in 
the process of being constructed. My idea was that hopefully that 
funding would be resumed earlier and that, in fact, we could take 
over for the private benefactors and complete it a lot faster than 
the rate that it was being constructed at that time. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did there come a time when Colonel North sug¬ 
gested to you that he might be able to help in the resupply of the 
Southern Front troops? 

—Mr.CASTiLLorYes.- 

Mr. Barbadoro. When was that? 

Mr. Castillo. Early 1986. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Was that in a telephone conversation or a face- 
to-face visit? 

Mr. Castillo. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What did he say that he thought he could do? 
— Mr. Cas ti llo. I d o n’t re membe r- th e pr e ci se wording of -t h e e x - 
change, and so what I am giving you is my impression, and it is my 
impression that he said that supplies could be delivered to the 
Southern Force. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did he say how that was going to be done? 

Mr. Castillo. By air. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Who was going to do it? 

Mr. Castillo. Private benefactors. 


.ft'.- 
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Mr. Barbadoro. Did he specify who? 

Mr. Castillo. No. At no time did he ever si* cify who. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did he suggest to you whai, your role could be in 
assisting with this effort? 

Mr. Castillo. Passing information about drop zones and time 
which we would obtain lrom the commanders inside Nicaragua. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And how would you do that? How would you 
obtain the drop zone information from the commanders inside 
Nicaragua? 

Mr. Castillo. I have to set the stage for that. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Sure, do that, please. 

Mr. Castillo. With the $27 million in Nicaraguan humanitarian 
assistance and the $3 million in communications equipment, train¬ 
ing assistance, we were able to provide the Southern Front com¬ 
manders with some measure of communications equipment and 
communications security, equipment and training. So we estab¬ 
lished [deleted] a clandestine communications center [deleted]. 

But they were able—we were able then to establish communica¬ 
tions between, secure communications between the commanders 
who were inside Nicaragua, generally in an area [deleted]. 

As a result of this communications link, we were able to obtain 
information about areas where they were and that they had under 
temporary control, I would say temporary control means 48 hours 
and no more, because of the pressure of tne Sandinista military op¬ 
erations, where an airdrop might be made. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And once you obtained this information, what 
did Colonel North want you to do with it? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, to relay it to the private benefactors, who 
flew the airplanes to make the deliveries. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did he tell you where they would be flying from 
in this conversation? 

Mr. Castillo. At the beginning I don't think he did, but eventu¬ 
ally I learned it was [deleted]. 

Mr. Barbadoro. You had received a KL-43 sometime- 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. When is your best estimate as to when you got 
it? 


Mr. Castillo. Late January, early February 1986. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Who gave it to you? 

Mr. Castillo. R afa e l Quin tero. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did Colonel North tell you that it would be 
coming down? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. It is firmly fixed in my mind that it was 
Rafael Quintero that brought the KL-43 to me [deleted]. 

Although I understand Mr. Owen testified that he delivered it. I 
have no recollection of that. 


Did you come to understand that you would be using this KL-43 
to relay drop zone information from the Southern Front command¬ 
ers to the private benefactors at [deleted]? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct, and the other way as well, when 
the private benefactors decided that they could fly the airplane, I 
would relay that through the Southern Front communications 
center [deleted] to the commanders. 
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Mr. Barbadoro. Who did you use this KL-43 to communicate 
with? 

Mr. Castillo. Colonel North and Mr. Quintero. 

Mr. Barbadoro. No one else? 

Mr. Castillo. No one else. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Is it fair to say that normally if you were to get 
communications equipment like that you would get it through CIA 
channels? 

Mr. Castillo. Sir, I have never been in a situation like this 
before, so I really can’t say except that obviously I was accepting 
this equipment from the Deputy Director for Political Affairs of the 
National Security Council. The equipment had a label on it saying 
property of the U.S. Government. [Deleted] it came from Colonel 
North. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Is it fair to say that it was without precedent 
that you would get equipment like that from the National Security 
Council staff as opposed to the CIA? 

Mr. Castillo. I can only speak from a personal standpoint. It 
was the only experience that I ever had. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And the only experience that you ever had 
having a private citizen deliver this equipment? 

Mr. Castillo. That was asked of me in a deposition before. I took 
a lot of faith in what Colonel North said and I did not know what 
the security clearance procedures are of the NSC and I accepted 
Colonel North’s word as I think anyone in my position would possi¬ 
bly have done, and so I assumed he was cleared by virtue of his 
relationship with Colonel North. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did Colonel North tell you that you were not 
supposed to tell anyone else that you had received this equipment? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. He never said don’t tell people at the CIA about 
it? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you tell people at the CIA about it when 
you first got it? 

Mr. Castillo. When I first got it, no. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you tell anybody in CIA that you were going 
to be working with Colonel North in passing this information from 
-private benefactors to Southern Front commanders and vice versa? 

Mr. Castillo. At the beginning, no. 

Mr. Barbadoro. I am going to get to the point where you did tell 
people, but I want to turn to something else briefly. 

Turn to exhibit 6 and I only want to ask you about the first page 
of the exhibit. You have been shown this exhibit in the last couple 
of days, haven't you? 

-M r . C as t ii.lo. Yes, sir- 

Mr. Barbadoro. It is a KL-43 message from Colonel North. Did 
North ever sign messages to you as Goode? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you know that he had used that name? 

Mr. Castillo. He told me that. 

Mr. Barbadoro. I want to first refer you to the second from the 
last line in the message. The message says “please make sure that 
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this is retransmitted via this channel to [Castillo], Ralph, Sat, and 
Steele." 

[Castillo] here is [Mr. Castillo], isn't it—you? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you ever get this message retransmitted to 
you? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. This message refers to a proposed resupply 
flight involving an L-100 that would fly from [deleted] in [deleted] 
to [deleted] and then that a C-123 would be loaded at [deleted] and 
. flown to the Southern Front commanders, and from the context of 
the message, it would take place between April 9 and April 11. Do 
you recall any proposed drop around that time? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And it involved an L-100? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. It involved a flight from [deleted] to [delet¬ 
ed]. I didn’t know that it had anything to do with [deleted] or 
where it was coming from, that it was coming from [deleted]. I 
learned subsequently that other flights came from [deleted], but I 
didn’t know where this one originated. 

Mr. Barbadoro. I want to read to you starting from the second 
line of the message, and I want to ask you some questions about 
some things in the message. The line begins, “We had planned to 
do a material drop from the supplies we are bringing into [deleted], 
but the units headed by [deleted] and [deleted] cannot wait." 

Those three names are Southern Front commanders? 

Mr. Castillo. Correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. The next line is, “Have therefore developed an 
alternative plan which [C/CATF] has been briefed on and in which 
he concurs." Do you know who [C/CATF] is? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Who is that? 

Mr. Castillo. It is a pseudonym used by the Chief of the Central 
American Task Force. 

Mr. Barbadoro. The sentence says that he has been briefed on 
the plan, and he concurs in the plan. Did you know that—did you 
know whether [C/CATF], the Chief of the Central American Task 
Force, was briefed on this plan and concurred in this plan? 

Mr. Castillo. I don’t know that he was briefed, by Colonel 
North. However, he had information from me in staff ch annel traf¬ 
fic that the Southern Front was expected to receive a resupply by 
air. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Would he be in a position to approve a plan 
such as that? 

This message says he approved the plan. Your messages were 
just to notify him and to request information? 

—Mr fUgrn.T/v Tha t is correct. Mv request to him did not ask for 
approval. My request to him or to the—excuse me, to headquarters, 
was only for flight information to be passed to the private benefac¬ 
tors. So it wasn’t our plan for him to approve or disapprove. 

Mr. Barbadoro. I will read the next sentence. 

The L-100 which flies from [deleted] to [deleted] on Wednesday should terminate 
its NHAO mission on arrival at [deleted]. At that point it should load the supplies 
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at [deleted] which theoretically, [deleted], is assembling today at [deleted], and take 
them to [deleted]. 

[Deleted] is the Chief of the Station in [deleted], correct? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Do you know whether he was in any way assist¬ 
ing the loading of resupply flights? 

Mr. Castillo. I do not know. 

Mr. Barbadoro. You have no knowledge- 

Mr. Castillo. No knowledge whatsoever. 

Mr. Barbadoro. In support of the resupply effort? 

Mr. Castillo. No. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Do you know whether this proposed plan was 
ever put into effect? 

Mr. Castillo. I know that an L-100 aircraft delivered 20,000 
pounds of lethal material to the Southern Front commanders on or 
about April- 

Mr. Barbadoro. Tenth? 

Mr. Castillo. Tenth. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And you reported on that drop to CIA headquar¬ 
ters in the normal intelligence reports that you file, didn't you? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. When the equipment was delivered- 

was picked up by the commanders and inventoried. 

Mr. Barbadoro. At the beginning of the message, it says, “We 
had planned to do a material drop.” Were you involved in planning 
as to when to do drops? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Do you know if Colonel North was invovled in 
planning to do drops? 

Mr. Castillo. I don’t know. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Later in the message it refers to a drop zone co¬ 
ordinate and also says where the aircraft should penetrate Nicara¬ 
gua. Do you know where Colonel North would have gotten that in¬ 
formation? 

Mr. Castillo. The drop zone information would have come from 
the Southern Front commanders through the clandestine communi¬ 
cations center in [deleted] by KL-43 from me to either Quintero— 
no, to Quintero and presumably from Quintero to North. However, 
that was a very precarious situation because the Southern Front 
commanders could not hold a drop zone for more than 48 hours at 
a time, so what was valid today might not be valid 3 or 4 days from 
now. 

When the commanders did convey this information to me I sent 
on this occasion a cable to headquarters telling them that the 
Southern Front commanders were expecting a resupply flight from 
the private benefactors and requested flight information, flight 
path information, vectors, based on the coordinates of the drop 
zone and hostile risk situation based on headquarters information 
which would, -be-passed-to, the-crew.-And-on-this -occasion,-! _did_ 
that. 

Headquarters .responded with a lengthy and very complete cable 
with all the information, and so I assumed in answer to your short 
question, that Colonel North knew this information by virtue of 
the fact that headquarters already had it and knew the coordinates 
of the drop zone as it is stated in his message. 
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Mr. Barbadoro. And both your request to headquarters and 
headquarters’ response, those cables are contained in exhibit 4, cor¬ 
rect, which you have already had a chance to review? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. The first cable of exhibit 4 is my outgoing. 
The second cable is headquarters’ response with all of the flight 
path, vector, hostile risk—no, excuse me—it has the flight path in¬ 
formation, yes. OK. Flight path information. 

Mr. Barbadoro. I am going to get to those exhibits in a minute, 
but I want to ask you a few questions about the resupply operation. 
When did the operation actually get underway, when was its first 
flight? 

Mr. Castillo. This was the first flight- 

Mr. Barbadoro. And- 

Mr. Castillo. —of lethal supplies. There were one, probably two 
earlier flights with nonlethal humanitarian supplies funded by the 
$27 million. 

Mr. Barbadoro. How many successful flights in total were there 
from [deleted] to the Southern Front forces? 

Mr. Castillo. To the best of my recollection, sir, including this 
one, nine. 

Mr. Barbadoro. The first one you have just described. When was 
the last one? 

Mr. Castillo. I believe it was September 23,1986. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And all but two of those nine drops occurred in 
September. Is that right? 

Mr. Castillo. All but three. 

Mr. Barbadoro. All but three, excuse me, occurred in Septem¬ 
ber. Is it fair to say that there were problems in getting the oper¬ 
ation functioning properly? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, yes, sir, because the first one occurred in 
April. The next two occurred in June, May, June or July, in that 
space of time, and then there was the whole period of July-August 
in which there were no flights at all. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Were there also attempts that were unsuccess¬ 
ful? 

Mr. Castillo. Many. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What was the reason why these attempts were 
unsuccessful? 

Mr. Castillo. Mainly because of decrepit aircraft, unskilled 
pilots, no equipment for radar or navigational equipment—may I 
take a moment? 

Mr. Barbadoro. Sure. 

Mr. Castillo. Drops, several drops that were made, parts of the 
drops were never found. If there were eight bundles, maybe they 
recovered five, possibly six. The only way that pilots coula identify 
the drop zone was if the people on the ground lit bonfires. There 
was no—they had no ability to navigate right to the place where 
they were supposed to, so the way it would work is the communica¬ 
tions center in [deleted] would tell them the airdrop is due between 
2:00 and 2:30 a.m., please light your bonfires 15 minutes before and 
keep them burning for 15 minutes afterwards of the period when 
the drop is expected. 

Then the plane, if it got to the area at all, would circle, an ever- 
widening circle, to try to spot the bonfires on the ground. Obvious- 
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ly, if it is raining, this is a jungle, a rain forest or tropical .,-ngle, 
you don’t always find wood that will burn, you don’t have kerosene 
or gasoline because of where they are located, so it was simply by 
chance that they could keep the fires burning for an hour, and 
then they would have to be big enough. 

So if tney saw it, they made the drop. This resulted in the fact 
that later on in September, some of the drops were made in day¬ 
time because that was the only way they could spot where the drop 
zone was due to the fact that they didn’t have navigational equip¬ 
ment, which eventually led to the C-123, on which Hasenfus was a 
crew member, to be shot down. 

We would never have run in CIA an airdrop operation in the 
middle of the day in enemy territory and using the same flight 
path six or seven times in a row. 

Mr. Barbadoro. So there were problems in locating the drop 
zones, there were problems with the equipment on the aircraft, and 
there were problems with the condition of the aircraft, and all of 
those problems caused the missions not to work very well, at least 
until September of 1986? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir, or that was the case throughout the 
period. 

Mr— Barbadoro. What was your role in these resupply flights? 

Mr. Castillo. Passing information. 

Mr. Barbadoro. You would obtain information from the South¬ 
ern Front commanders and relay it via KL-43 to Quintero and 
relay information from Quintero to the Southern Front? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. You also for several nights requested flight 
vector information, weather reports and intelligence from CIA 
headquarters, didn’t you? 

Mr. Castillo. For the first flights, that is correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And in three of the four cases you received re¬ 
sponses from headquarters with the information you requested? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And those cables with your requests and the 
agency responses are contained in exhibit 4, is that right? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. You also filed intelligence reports with head¬ 
quarters of each successful flight that was made? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Those intelligence reports listed what was 
dropped and to whom it was dropped? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, it listed what the commanders relayed to us 
that they had actually found. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Could you look at exhibit 5? Are those the intel¬ 
ligence reports for the flights that you filed? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. I iust happened to see a—one paragraph 
here in which it says that [deleted] reported that three out of seven 
bundles of supplies which had been airdropped to him had been 
lost in the river because they missed the drop zone. It doesn’t say 
that, but that is why. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you say anything in these intelligence re¬ 
ports about what your role was in the resupply operation? 
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Mr. Castillo. No. That wouldn’t normally be the case in an in¬ 
telligence report. 

Mr. Barbadoro. How would you normally notify headquarters of 
your role in an operation like this? 

Mr. Castillo. Again, this was a rather unique situation. I report¬ 
ed my role to the Division Chief designate, [C/LA], in April 1986, 
after that first flight, and told him how I was doing it, and I ex¬ 
plained to him that I felt that, first of all, I really did not like the 
idea of being so involved in this situation simply because—not for 
any reason other than I didn’t have the time. 

1 had so many other duties, and this really tied me down to have 
to be up until 2:00 or 3:00 o’clock in the morning sometimes, coordi¬ 
nating the drop zone and so forth. 

Ana there was also—I wanted some specific reassurance on the 
legality of passing this information, even though I was, and I still 
am, convinced that this—that my activity was legal and proper ac¬ 
cording to what was permitted at that time under Boland—under 
the Boland Amendment—but I felt that even so, it was still more 
appropriately a Nicaraguan situation rather than an agency situa¬ 
tion in that since there was the private benefactor element. 

And so, I brought it up to [C/LA] at that time, after this first 
flight, and he said he would go back to Washington, look into it, 
and let me know. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Let’s put this in context. 

The person you are referring to at that time currently is the 
Chief of the Latin American Division of the CIA. 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And the meeting that you are describing oc¬ 
curred in April of 1986? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. It occurred [deleted], didn’t it? 

Mr. Castillo. In my office [deleted]. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And that was either shortly before or shortly 
after [C/LA] assumed his position? 

Mr. Castillo. He assumed his position on 1 May. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Do you know why he was in [deleted]? 

Mr. Castillo. Orientation trip. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What did you tell him during that meeting 
about your role in the resupply operation? 

Mr. Castillo. I told him I was relaying information from the 
Southern Front commanders and sending it to the private benefac¬ 
tors via the KL-43, which I had it in a TRW bag that it comes in 
behind my desk. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you point to the KL-43? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you tell him where you got the KL-43? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you tell him it came from Colonel North? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What was his reaction when you told him? 

Mr. Castillo. My impression of his reaction was he was uncer¬ 
tain of what to do with the information. I had given him a compli¬ 
cated situation, so he responded that he would go back to Washing- 
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ton, look into it, and let me know about what I had raised with 
him. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Pie didn’t tell you to stop using the KL-43s? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. He asked me if I was keeping the Ambas¬ 
sador informed and I said, yes, I am. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Had you told Ambassador Tambs that you were 
using a KL-43 given you by Colonel North? 

Mr. Castillo. I don’t think I described it as a KL-43. In fact, I 
didn’t know the terminology until this year, but that I was commu¬ 
nicating with Colonel North and that I was passing information on 
these resupply things, yes. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you tell Ambassador Tambs that you had 
gotten the secure communication device from Colonel North? 

Mr. Castillo. No. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you later hear from [C/LA] about whether 
you could continue using that device? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. When was that? 

Mr. Castillo. At a Chief of Station meeting in [deleted] in May 
1986 or about 5 weeks after I raised the problem with him. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And that was a meeting of the Chiefs of Stations 
of the Central American region with [C/LA] and [C/CATF]. 

Mr. Castillo. Well, that was—yes, but at the particular meeting 
where we raised this point only three Chiefs, [C/CATF] and [C/LA], 
were present. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And who were the Chiefs that were present by 
position? 

Mr. Castillo. [Deleted] and myself. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And what were you told in this meeting? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, [C/LA], my recollection of the meeting is [C/ 
LA] when we were all together said [Castillo] has a problem and 
we have got to fix it and how can we get this information from the 
Southern Front commanders to the private benefactors without 
going through—without going through us. 

And so we discussed various ways that we might be able to do it 
and I suggested that a Nicaraguan Resistance communicator be 
trained in the use of the equipment, of radio equipment, and the 
code pads, not the KL-43 [deleted], but their own system, and that 
we place this communicator at [deleted] and then the Nicaraguan 
communicator in [deleted] can communicate directly with the clan¬ 
destine communications center in [deleted] and relay messages 
from the commanders back directly to between them and the Nica¬ 
raguan communicator at [deleted] could interface with the private 
benefactors directly and then we would be essentially cut out of the 
operation. We would still, of course, have received the information 
because we monitored the activities of the communication center 
since we were the communications advisers. So we still would have 
derived the benefit of the information transmission without having 
been involved in the actual passing of that information. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And was that promise acceptable to everybody 
in the meeting? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 
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Mr. Barbadoro. Was it discussed as to who was going to train 
this communicator and who was going to pay for him to be located 
in [deleted]? 

Mr. Castillo. That was to be proposed under the funding we had 
received under the communication equipment provision of the 
funding period that we were under, [deleted]. 

Mr. Barbadoro. So you assumed that the expense would be 
borne by the Central Intelligence Agency? 

Mr. Castillo. Oh, yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did anybody say anything to you at this meet¬ 
ing about what Colonel North’s role was in the resupply operation 
and whether that was appropriate and whether it was appropriate 
for you to be communicating with Colonel North in the way that 
you were? 

Mr. Castillo. No. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Nothing was said about Colonel North? 

Mr. Castillo. No, not that I recall. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What was done to implement this proposal? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, we selected an individual [deleted]. 

We then trained him in the use of the particular radio equip¬ 
ment and how to encipher and decipher using one-time pads, and 
then I communicated with the Chief of Station in [deleted] to see 
how this fellow could get a visa, because [deleted], it was rather dif¬ 
ficult for these people to come and go in these various Central 
American countries without some documentation. And as I recall, 
we were all set to do this. 

It took about 6 weeks or so, but finally, through various means, 
we were able to get the appropriate visa and documentation and he 
had the radio equipment—or he had the—his training was complet¬ 
ed. And on July 12, after much back and forth, I received a cable 
which instructed me to stand down on the operation of sending the 
communicator to [deleted]. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Who sent you that cable? 

Mr. Castillo. Headquarters. 

Mr. Barbadoro. The Central American Task Force head? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did they explain why you were to stand down 
on the proposal? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What did they say? 

Mr. Castillo. They said, essentially for political considerations, 
that we were close to a vote, we didn’t want to do anything to jeop¬ 
ardize the outcome of the vote, and, therefore, that this moving 
this fellow [deleted] for this function was—I don’t recall the exact 
wording of the cable, but that is close. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did the cable telling you to stand down on the 
proposal for the communicator also tell you to stop relaying infor¬ 
mation from the Southern Front commanders to the private bene¬ 
factors? 

Mr. Castillo. I would have to see the cable, but that wasn’t my 
impression. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Were you given any instructions to stop using 
the KL-43? 



28 


Mr. Castillo. Well, it was understood that—at least I understood 
that it—for political considerations, that this was—this could give 
us trouble, and, therefore, I should not pass information. I should 
avoid that situation. 

Now, obviously during July and August, we were not getting— 
there was no—the private benefactors were incapable of delivering 
anyway, so it was sort of an academic point. 

Mr. Barbadoro. But you did continue to use the KL-43 in Sep¬ 
tember? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, in September, early September, Colonel 
North advised me that they were—that the private benefactors 
were ready to empty out the warehouses in [deleted]. I don’t recall 
if he said it or I assumed it, but the vote had already taken place 
in the House and the Senate on the resumption of funding, and I 
think it was still scheduled to go to conference at that point. And 
so, I assume that the political considerations were really no longer 
a factor. 

So, I resumed passing the information and reported it—the re¬ 
sults to headquarters—which, in turn, did not say “stop”—and 
when they saw the second flight, they didn’t say “stop,” and, of 
course, we were reporting it each delivery as it occurred, and I did 
not receive from headquarters any instruction to stop passing the 
information. 

Mr. Barbadoro. But let’s be clear. You reported the fact drops 
had been made in those cables. 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Barbadoro. You were not reporting the fact that you were 
again using the KL-43 to communicate- 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. —the drop zone information? 

Mr. Castillo. I let them assume that because they knew the 
communicator that we had originally planned to send to [deleted] 
had not gone. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Although you filed intelligence reports after 
these drops were made, you did not request flight vector informa¬ 
tion from headquarters for these flights as you had with the earlier 
flights. Why was that? 

Mr. Castillo. Because the private benefactors themselves could 
not really use this information. The information that I requested, 
the flight path and vector information, was for an L-100 flight 
which nad the fuel capacity to go the route which headquarters 
had recommended [deleted] to the drop zone area, then back, on 
completion of the drop [deleted]. 

The planes that they were using were C-7s and C-123s. The C- 
123 simply wasn’t capable of flying that distance to avoid Sandi- 
nista air defenses, so the private benefactors on their own decided 
to fly [deleted]—a very dangerous route. 

Mr. Barbadoro. I am going to show you the cable in a moment, 
it is being passed out now, where you were told to stand down on 
the proposal, and we will discuss that. 

Let me go on, and I will come back to it. Are you aware of some 
resupply flights that stopped to refuel at [deleted] International 
-Airport? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir 
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Mr. Barbadoro. How many flights did that? 

Mr. Castillo. Two. 

Mr. Barbadoro. When were they? 

Mr. Castillo. They were the two that occurred during that May- 
June period—excuse me, 1 am not sure. I think they were, but it 
may have been one or two of the flights in September, so I just— 
my recollection is vague on that. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Ambassador Tambs, I believe, testified that you 
went to him and told him to get approval for these flights to land. 
Did you do that? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What was your role in facilitating these refuel¬ 
ings at [deleted) International Airport? 

Mr. Castillo. Mr. Quintero told me that the C-123s to carry the 
load, that they wanted to send, could not carry the fuel that would 
enable two aircraft to make a full round trip without refueling. At 
some point I had learned that the aircraft they were using, the C- 
123 camouflage aircraft, was identical to a [deleted] Air National 
Guardjjlane which frequently made training flights [deleted] to 

With that in mind, I suggested to Mr. Quintero that he file a 
flight—that the aircraft file a legitimate legal flight plan, fly into 
[deleted] International Airport, taxi up to the flight service ramp, 
get refueled, pay for their fuel, cash for their fuel, file a flight plan 
back to [deleted] or to [deleted], and treat it as simply any other 
flight that would have come in to [deleted] International. 

I did stipulate to him that under no circumstances should that 
aircraft land [deleted] with any lethal weapons onboard or any 
lethal material at all. I recall he asked me if they would be permit¬ 
ted to carry personal weapons since they would need them in the 
event they crashed in Nicaragua, and I answered in the negative. 

Well, when he told me this, I said, “When are you thinking of 
doing it?” And I believe it was for one of the September flights 
rather than the May-June flight. I went to the Ambassador, and I 
said, “Mr. Ambassador, the private benefactors need to refuel their 
aircraft, and this is what I told them to do.” I said, “I want to alert 
you to it because it does have some flap potential.” 

He said, “Is there anything we can do to help them?” I said, “No, 
because we really shouldn’t get involved in this." He said, “Well, 
what if we have the [deleted], military assistance group—officers 
out at the airport just to stand by and watch just to see it any prob¬ 
lem comes up. 

So, as I understand his instructions to them, they went out there 
and simply observed, did not become involved, were just there in 
case something went awry, ard that they subsequently reported 
back to me, and I reported to the Ambassador that the flight had 
landed, refueled and left without incident. 

There was no involvement in our—on the part of the mission to 
obtain permission or to in any way facilitate the refueling of that 
aircraft. It was obvious that what we were doing is taking advan¬ 
tage of the perception on the part of the flight service people who 
thought that this was another flight from the [deleted] Air Nation-., 
al Guard when, in fact, it wasn't. But the crew was never ques¬ 
tioned, it was just sort of taken for granted. 
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It worked once, and it worked the second time. 

Mr. Barbadoro. So no permission was asked for or obtained, you 
simply had the flight land and refuel? 

Mr. Castillo. Tnat is correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And your instructions to the private benefactors 
was that they could not come into the airport with any weapons? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. So- 

Mr. Castillo. And I recall that in at least one of those two 
flights, because they could not find the drop zone and because of 
the instructions, that they could not land with that equipment, 
that they kicked the equipment at what they thought was the al¬ 
ternate drop zone. Eventually the forces inside were able to locate 
it after many days of search. 

Mr. Barbadoro. I want to go back to the cable in which you were 
told to stand down, and it has not been marked, but for conven¬ 
ience, Mr. Chairman, I would ask that we simply refer to it as ex¬ 
hibit 14, and then mark it at the conclusion of the testimony. 

Chairman Hamilton. Without objection, it will be so done. 

Mr. Barbadoro. That cable was dated 12 July 1986 and it is from 
headquarters to you, correct? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And that is the cable you were referring to, is 
that correct? 

Mr. Castillo. July 12th, yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. I want to read you the last paragraph—the last 
several sentences in the paragraph, beginning with the word, "as." 
"As ADDEE are aware, there have been numerous allegations of 
violations of law by PB’s.” That is private benefactors, isn T t it? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. "We do not have a firm handle on whether all 
of the allegations floating around are false, consequently we do not 
wish to have [CMl." 

That is CIA, right? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Barbadoro.- 

Provided assistance tied into an entity that may or may not be bad. We have 
come too far at this time to let the solid operations that [deleted] has built be jeop¬ 
ardized by elements which we are unable to control. 

My question to you is, didn’t you view this cable as an instruc¬ 
tion not just to stand down on the proposal for the communicator, 
but to stand down on any further contacts that you were having 
with the private benefactors? 

Mr. Castillo. That is a pretty soft instruction if that is what it is 
intended to be. . 

Mr. Barbadoro. How did you take that instruction to be? 

'Mr. Castillo. Pretty softly. I mean what it is saying here is, 
"Look, it is your call. You use your judgment." Sure that is fine if 
you want to cover yourself. You can always say we said so. But 
please, gentlemen, don’t—you know, that is not cease and desist. 

Mr. Barbadoro. If they wanted to. 

Mr. Castillo. If they wanted to they would have said it. 

Mr. Barbadoro. OK. 
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Mr. Castillo. Not only that when this cable came to the atten¬ 
tion of [ C/LA] and he did not see this cable as I learned in August 
when I went up to headquarters, and he said, [Castillo], I really 
apologize for the way this whole thing has been handled, but I did 
not see this cable go out and when I saw the come-back copy the 
next day later- 

Mr. Barbadoro. Would you explain what the come-back copy is? 

Mr. Castillo. That means a cable goes out from the Central 
American Task Force and then it is printed up in this form, and 
the next morning these cables are distributed throughout the divi¬ 
sion to components that have a need to know and see. 

And obviously, it comes to the division chiefs attention, especial¬ 
ly anything to do with the Central American Task Force of an im- 
mediate precedence. 

He told me he called in [C/CATF] and he said, “I thought we had 
fixed the problem of the communicator. Why did this cable go 
out?” And [ C/CATF] didn’t—as [C/LA] told me—didn’t look at the 
cable he was referring to. [C/CATF] thought he was referring to 
the visa problem, so ne answered to [C/LA] “Oh, that has been 
fixed.” 

Mr. Barbadoro. What do you mean the visa problem? 

Mr. Castillo. Remember the problem about getting the commu¬ 
nicator to [deleted]. We had a problem in getting a [deleted] visa 
for him. So the impression that was left on the one hand of [C/LA] 
was that the problem had been fixed means that this cable was su¬ 
perseded by the answer that [C/CATF] gave him. 

[C/CATF] on the other hand did not understand what [C/LA] 
was referring to, thought he was referring to the visa problem, so it 
went on like that until I arrived in August and explained about the 
fact that here we had a legitimate politically acceptable, in my 
opinion, solution to the problem of the transmission of information, 
and yet headquarters came in with this. 

Now, this is bureaucratically—that is a nonanswer. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Let me just try to clarify something. You say 
that [C/LA], the Chief of the Latin American Division, did not see 
that cable when it went out. He saw the come-back copy. 

Mr. Castillo. That is right. He normally wasn’t because—unless 
it is a policy matter of great importance, the Division Chief doesn’t 
sign off on these. It is the task force chief or whoever he designates 
at that time to sign off. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And that [C/LA] went to [C/CATF] and asked 
him about the cable, but didn’t show him the cable. 

Mr. CASTILLO. Asked him about the problem. 

Mr. Barbadoro. About the problem. 

Mr. Castillo. He said, “I thought the problem with the commu¬ 
nicator was fixed.” 

Mr. Barbadoro. OK. And [C/CATF] is— [C/CATF] understanding 
was what? 

Mr. Castillo. [C/CATF] thought that [C/LA] was referring to 
the visa problem, so he says, “Oh, it has been taken care of.” 

. Mr. Barbadoro. But [C/CATF] had just told you in a cable that 
the whole operation had to stop. 

Mr. Castillo. That is the answer I was given a month later in 
August when I went up and explained about the fact that they had 
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taken away what seemed to me—or they had stood down on what 
seemed to me to be a perfectly reasonable solution to the problem. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Let me go to a different subject. Mr. Castillo, to 
your knowledge was the Santa Elena airstrip ever used? 

Mr. Castillo. This Point West, Santa Elena airstrip was never 
used in a regular supply operation. 

Mr. Barbadoro.- Do you recall a time when a plane tried to land 
there and got stuck? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. When was that? 

Mr. Castillo. Mid-June 1986. 

Mr. Barbadoro. How did you find out about it? 

Mr. Castillo. Mr. Quintero was in San Jose. [Deleted]. I went to 
meet him at his hotel room—not 310. 

Mr. Barbadoro. You might explain that 310 remark. 

Mr. Castillo. I don’t know. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Do you know what Ambassador Tambs was re¬ 
ferring to? 

Mr. Castillo. No, I don’t know. I am sorry. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Please continue. 

Mr. Castillo. And when I arrived at the room, he was upset 
about something, and then he said, look, they don’t want me to tell 
you about this, but I have decided that I am going to tell you. 

He said we have a plane that was to deliver a resupply and ap¬ 
parently it was not, as I recall, was not for the Southern Front. I 
assume it must have been for the FDN units in the Southern Front 
as the Hasenfus plane was scheduled to deliver to. 

He said it couldn’t make it, it had engine trouble, and it had to 
make an emergency landing at Santa Elena and then he said the 
bad news is that it is stuck in the mud. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Is it fair to say that you didn’t learn about it 
until after the plane had landed? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And you were concerned about it when you 
found out it was being used, weren’t you? 

Mr. Castillo. Oh, not only that it was being used, but that we 
had a plane in neutral Costa Rica loaded with lethal supplies. 

Mr. Barbadoro. At that point- 

Mr. Castillo. [Deleted]. 

Mr. Barbadoro. At that point, had the new administration in 
Costa Rica come into power? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Were you given any instructions by the new ad¬ 
ministration about the use of that airstrip? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What were you told? 

Mr. Castillo'. [Deleted] the airstrip was not to be used for the 
purpose intended. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you communicate that to the private bene¬ 
factors? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. And so this was being done contrary to your in¬ 
structions, wasn’t it? 
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Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir—well, contrary to the fact that they knew 
that the airstrip was not to be used. [Deleted]. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Was there any other occasion where the airstrip 
was used to your knowledge? 

Mr. Castillo. Not that I know of, for the purpose of delivery of 
lethal supplies. 

I think that a plane came in with some drums of gasoline and 
certainly I think there were maybe one or two planes that came in 
to free the one plane that was stuck there. 

Mr. Barbadoro. You met with President Reagan in March of 
1986, didn’t you? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. How did that meeting come about? 

Mr. Castillo. [Deleted], who had been of great assistance to U.S. 
interests [deleted] who is a great admirer of President Reagan, [de¬ 
leted], he wanted to have the opportunity, if possible, to meet the 
President. 

I conveyed that to Colonel North and in December 1985 Admiral 
Poindexter and Colonel North made a visit [deleted], and during 
that stopover he, Admiral Poindexter, requested that [deleted], that 
he meet with [deleted]. And he extended the invitation [deleted] to 
come to the White House to meet the President. 

In March, my wife and I accompanied [deleted] and his wife—by 
the way, headquarters was fully aware of this invitation, the trip, 
the arrangements hour by hour, as to what [deleted] was going to 
be doing here in Washington. And we escorted—my wife and I— 
escorted [deleted] and his wife to the Executive Office Building 
where we met Ms. Hall, who escorted us over into the West Wing 
where we met Colonel North and we were standing outside the en¬ 
trance to the—the doorway to the Oval Office. 

I did not know that I was going to go into the Oval Office. That 
was not in the plan. When the door opened, the secretary.came out 
and indicated to us that it was time to go in. 

My wife and I stepped back so [deleted] and his wife could go in 
and as is Colonel North’s way, he grabbed our arms and brought us 
right into the Oval Office, as well, which obviously was a great 
moment. 

We were in the Oval Office about 3 minutes. [Deleted] presented 
the President with a book, picture book of [deleted], nothing more 
than, hello, this is a nice book, so forth, and then photographs were 
taken, we all left. On leaving, we went over to—the wives left and 
[deleted] and I, Colonel North and [C/CATF] spoke for a few min¬ 
utes outside of Admiral Poindexter’s office and then when the Ad¬ 
miral was free after his, I assume the end of his briefing period, we 
all, Colonel North, Admiral Poindexter, Colonel North, [deleted] 
and I met to discuss the [deleted] situation, to answer the Admi¬ 
ral’s questions about [deleted]. 

There was no mention whatsoever about the Nicaraguan situa¬ 
tion except as how it affected [deleted] political-economic situation. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Let’s first take the meeting with President 
Reagan. Is it safe to say that you had no discussion, either you nor 
[deleted] had any discussion with President Reagan about the air¬ 
strip, the resupply effort or anything to do with the Contras? 
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Mr. Castillo. There was absolutely no discussion, mention, of 
any of those sorts of things at all. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Now, your meeting with Admiral Poindexter, 
was there any discussion with Admired Poindexter about the role 
you were playing in assisting the resupply operations? 

Mr. Castillo. None whatsoever. 

Mr. Barbadoro. After that meeting you and [deleted] had a 
meeting with Richard Secord, didn’t you? 

Mr. Castillo. Colonel North advised us either just before or just 
after the meeting with Admiral Poindexter that he would like [de¬ 
leted] to meet with General Secord that afternoon to work out 
some questions concerning the property and the airstrip. So that 
afternoon General Secord, Mr. Quintero, [deleted], and I met [delet¬ 
ed]. I was only an observer. 

The conversation—and Mr. Quintero and I were only observers. 
General Secord and [deleted] discussed [deleted] a letter from the 
Udall Corporation, Udall Research Corporation. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Was that the first time you had ever heard ref¬ 
erence to Udall Research? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. In fact, I don’t even think the name came 
up at that meeting. It was only afterwards when I saw the letter¬ 
head [deleted] looks like it was done with a typewriter rather than 
a printed letterhead. 

Mr. Barbadoro. What was the letter about? 

Mr. Castillo. [Deleted]. 

[Deleted], General Secord wrote all these things down and ques¬ 
tioned him about certain aspects and then later delivered the letter 
that contained the points [deleted] made. That was all that was dis¬ 
cussed. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Was that the first time you ever met General 
Secord? 

Mr. Castillo. That was the only time. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Was that the first indication that you had that 
General Secord might be connected with the private benefactors or 
the group that was responsible for building the airstrip? 

Mr. Castillo. I had heard his name from Colonel North before 
but in a very oblique way. It was the first time that I knew he had 
anything to do with the airstrip and with this corporation and, in 
fact, I commented later to Colonel North what I had heard about 
General Secord’s alleged involvement with Edmund Wilson based 
on the book Manhunt by Peter Maas. 

And Colonel North assured me that that had been completely re¬ 
solved. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did that concern you? That General Secord was 
referred to in Manhunt and was involved in this thing? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, I didn’t know how authoritative Manhunt 
was. 

Mr. Barbadoro. But you got assurances from Colonel North- 

Mr. Castillo. I got assurances from Colonel North that his in¬ 
volvement had been resolved. 

Mr. Barbadoro. The last topic I want to go over involves some¬ 
thing you said in your opening statement. During the time you 
were Chief of Station, [deleted], you had several meetings with Di¬ 
rector Casey, correct? 



Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you ever discuss the airstrip with him? 

Mr. Castillo. Never. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you ever discuss your role in resupplying 
the Southern Front troops with Director Casey? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Did you ever get instructions from Director 
Casey to do what Colonel North told you to do? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Other than that one meeting with [C/LA], Chief 
of the Latin American Division, in which you told him that you 
were relaving information using a secure communications device 
provided by Colonel North, did anyone at CIA headquarters sit 
down with you and ask you what you were doing with regard to 
the private benefactors or ask you what you were doing with Colo¬ 
nel North? 

Mr. Castillo. No, but there were other occasions when I men¬ 
tioned, for example, ti.c refueling of the C-123 at [deleted] Air¬ 
port— 

Mr. Barbadoro. Who did you tell about that? 

Mr. Castillo. I told [C/LA] and [C/CATF] about the [deleted] Na¬ 
tional Guard illusion. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Other than that, did you have any discussions 
with your superiors at CIA about what you were doing? 

Mr. Castillo. I don’t recall any at this time, but I may have. 

Mr. Barbadoro. Mr. Chairman, that is all the questions I have. 
Thank you. 

Chairman Hamilton. Mr. Eggleston. 

Mr. Eggleston. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I just have a few questions. Let me return for a minute to the 
airfield and the activities of August 1985.1 think you have covered 
this, that on or about August 13 a cable was sent from you to head¬ 
quarters reporting on the discussions between the Ambassador [de¬ 
leted] and in a couple of days you received a cable saying this is a 
nice idea, but whatever you do, don’t become directly or indirectly 
involved with activities related to that airfield. 

You then testify that within a week or so, you actually take a 
trip with an individual in a-private helicopter- 

Mr. Castillo. I think it needs to be clarified. I guess the cable 
was sent immediately after. 

Mr. Eggleston. I think the date on it is August 17th. 

Mr. Castillo. [Deleted]. The question occurred to me last night 
after I saw the cable, if I had written it immediately after or if I 
had waited a few days. 

Mr. Eggleston. I am less concerned with that timing than I am 
with the timing between the time you received the cable suggesting 
that you should not become involved and the time that you take a 
trip with a private individual [deleted] out to see the airfield. 

Mr. Owen, as I recall, has testified, in fact, that you saw two 
sites on that occasion and that part of the reason for the trip was 
to determine which site was the most appropriate. I take it you 
don’t remember the events that way? 
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Mr. Castillo. We only landed at the Santa Elena site. We did fly 
over, but it was clear that the site [deleted] had thought about 
would not be good. 

Mr. Eggleston. Would it be fair to say that one of the things 
happening on the trip was to determine which site would be the 
proper site? 

Mr. Castillo. In the terms [deleted] these were two of the most 
likely places, and I had not had an opportunity to be in that area 
of the country, certainly the area we landed was somewhat inacces¬ 
sible so it was to see from [deleted] point of view if these could 
serve that purpose, and I don’t know if it was at that time or at a 
later time when the notion occurred to me that this might become 
a CIA operation site. 

In any case, I think that there was just curiosity, there was in¬ 
terest certainly on the part of trying to determine if this was just 
some cockamamie scheme that would go nowhere or if it really did 
have certain practical applications. 

Mr. Eggleston. Nevertheless, there is a trip that you took short¬ 
ly after receiving a cable suggesting that you should not get in¬ 
volved in any fashion with this airstrip, is that a fair statement? 

Mr. Castillo. My interpretation of that would have been active 
participation, making arrangements, contacting construction crews. 

Mr. Eggleston. Throughout the fall, you have other- 

Mr. Castillo. Assisting. The cable specifically says in assisting. 
Assisting means to help. In terms of going up there, looking at this 
place, I don’t think that that necessarily meant assisting. 

Mr. Eggleston. Did you offer your opinion on which of the two 
sites would be the most appropriate site/ 

Mr. Castillo. That was really not a question. I think anybody 
who saw that site would have—or either of the two sites—would 
have said that, first of all, that site was the most appropriate. 
What would it take, yes, I probably made some statements about 
having to knock down some trees, but I wasn’t talking to an engi¬ 
neer m talking to Rob in this informal way. Besides that, I have 
opinions about almost everything. 

Mr. Eggleston. Nevertheless, despite any of that, you did not 
report that trip by cable to headquarters, is that correct? 

Mr. Castillo. No. No, I didn’t. 

Mr. Eggleston. And throughout the fall of 1985, you learned 
other bits of information about this airstrip. As the process of ac¬ 
quiring the land and getting it ready was taking place, you learned 
other things, more about the involvement of Colonel North, about 
Rafael Quintero, the owner of the property, the purchase price, but 
you didn’t report that back to headquarters either, is that true? 

Mr. Castillo. No. 

Mr. Eggleston. You had indicated that you thought I think that 
the establishment of an airfield down in Costa Rica would be signif¬ 
icant in order to be able to supply whatever Contras may enter 
into Nicaragua and fight inside Nicaragua, is that correct? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Eggleston. Let me just ask you, if you could, to explain, you 
were asked by Mr. Barbadoro the reason that you didn’t report, 
and what I think you told Mr. Barbadoro is that you had essential¬ 
ly a passive role and were merely observing. 
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What I am confused about is it seems to me the role of any Sta¬ 
tion Chief is a passive role. We have reports that you make about 
airdrops inside Nicaragua. Much of your reporting must certainly 
be about various activities that take place inside of a country and 
are in the nature of a passive role. 

Is there a reason, other than that, that you did not report on the 
development of this airstrip which was taking place in a corner of 
Costa Rica? 

Mr. Castillo. Let me try and put it in perspective. These were 
very precarious times. I did not want to ever give the appe.. -ance 
that I was trying to circumvent or that I might be circumventing, 
that my actions might be misunderstood.' 

At the same time, we have had a long standing prohibition 

? gainst reporting on any activities of American citizens abroad. 

ou weigh one against the other and you say well, what are their 
activities? They are clearing a piece of land. Whatever their inten¬ 
tions might have been, it is simply that. It wasn’t an illegal activi¬ 
ty, it was an activity that I had certain tangential interests in [de¬ 
leted]. 

I have to look out for his interests in terms of these people might 
be a gang of cowboys that come there and start to create problems 
or get involved in some sort of illegal activity. I felt that I had at 
least a responsibility to passively monitor and be generally assured 
that these people weren’t irresponsible. 

By the same token, reporting to headquarters on something that 
essentially did not involve at that time an intelligence activity, it is 
a judgment call, and I chose not to. At the same time it was evi¬ 
dent from the conversation even before construction began, the 
conversation with Assistant Secretary Abrams, that they knew 
about it. 

So that either Mr. Quintero or whoever he was reporting to, was 
informing Colonel North and that Colonel North was informing As¬ 
sistant Secretary Abrams and [C/CATF\. 

Mr. Eggleston. So you are telling me that—if I could parse that 
out for a second. You have indicated that there are a couple of rea¬ 
sons you didn’t report. You said they were clearing a plot of land 
and there is nothing illegal about that. They weren’t clearing a 
plot of land to ertablish an apple orchard; you knew they were 
going to establisl un airfield there apparently under the direction 
or control of Colonel North, to resupply Contras in the southern 
part of Nicaragua. 

That is correct, is it not? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, yes, it was correct that they were going to 
construct an airfield. How much Colonel North was involved in the 
decision-making process, I don’t know. He was connected to it. That 
it was an airfield to be used eventually for the Contras, yes, that is 
true, but in and of itself, it wasn’t necessarily an illegal or an intel¬ 
ligence activity, by my interpretation. 

Mr. Eggleston. And- 

Mr. Castillo. Anybody can fault me on the judgment call on it, 
but that is what I decided. I decided not to make it a matter of offi¬ 
cial record. 

Mr. Eggleston. You knew as well, though, that this was a "hot 
area." This was a hot area—the Boland Amendment—legally, and 
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you have indicated several times that it was a hot area politically. 
Was part of the reason that you decided not to report on this was 
because of the sensitive nature of the area—so there would be 
nothing offical reported about it? 

Mr. Castillo. I am not trying to avoid the question. I simply 
don’t know what my thoughts were at that time. Probably if there 
was anything, it is that I assume—I would have assumed that 
headquarters simply wouldn’t want to have known about it. 

Mr. Eggleston. You assumed then it was OK for you to know 
about it but you should not inform your superiors about it? 

Mr. Castillo. Sir, as Chief of Station, there are lots of things— 
rather there are lots of things that a Chief of Station knows about 
that goes on [deleted], that he does not report back to headquar¬ 
ters. It is information that he obtains and files away and if it be¬ 
comes applicable he reports it, but that doesn't mean that he runs 
to his typewriter every time he is involved in or hears about a cer¬ 
tain activity. 

Mr. EGGixsroN. Did you think the reason headquarters didn’t 
want to know about it is because Colonel North was involved in es¬ 
tablishing an airfield? 

Mr. Castillo. I can’t speak for why I thought headquarters 
would not want to know about it. That is a conclusion that I 
reached. I think that was in my mind at that time. 

Mr. Eggleston. I just have a few more questions. Let me move 
to the chronology of the KL-43 activity in which you were engaged. 
You received a KL-43 from whomever in about January or Febru¬ 
ary 1986, is that right? 

Mr. Castillo. January or February, and I received it from Mr. 
Quintero. 

Mr. Eggleston. You continue, you used that to communicate 
with the private benefactors and without informing anyone at 
headquarters that you have received it until April of 1986? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, it was only—It was used for the delivery of 
the L-100 supplies and then shortly thereafter, within days, I did 
inform [C/LA ]. 

Mr. Eggleston. Well, I will rephrase it. You had the device 
which you had received from Colonel North between January and 
February 1986 until some time—you probably know the date—in 
April 1986, without informing anyone at headquarters that you re¬ 
ceived it? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Eggleston. You did not at that time work for Colonel 
North? 

Mr. Castillo. No. 

Mr. Eggleston. Is there a reason that you decided not to tell 
headquarters that you had received a KL-43 device or an encryp¬ 
tion device, from Colonel North? 

Mr. Castillo. Again, I am trying to recall what I thought at the 
time or my reasons for not doing so. Let me give you an explana¬ 
tion. I was communicating on political matters with Colonel North 
over a long period of time on general things, keeping him informed 
on what was happening from an "on the ground’ r perspective. How¬ 
ever, the communication system [deleted], the secure phone, as it is 
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called, I think it is a [deleted], the communicators go off duty at 
4:30 in the afternoon. 

Press of business and so forth, usually involved talking with 
Colonel North when either he was free or I was free and that usu¬ 
ally occurred late at night. And on occasions we had found that 
communication by open unsecure line in double-talk was very un- 
sat is factory. 

So, I think that the KL-48 was intended really for that purpose 
as well as for the fact that there was to be this resupply passage of 
information. That is essentially—so when he gave me the piece of 
equipment and I saw that it was U.S. Government equipment, I ac¬ 
cepted it and said, “Fine, when we need to use it, we will use it,’* 
but normally we would talk over the telephone [deleted] during 
working hours, and this was an emergency unit. 

When it was necessary to pass the information on the L-100 
flight, I did so and subsequently informed my superior. 

Mr. Eggleston. When you had the conversation with Colonel 
North where he asked you to serve as his communications conduit 
between the private benefactors and the FDN, you did not report 
that conversation to headquarters? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Eggleston. Was this another area where you thought that 
headquarters would not want to know that you were involved in 
this type of activity? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Eggleston. In April 1986, you indicate that you did tell [C/ 
LA] about the encryption device. 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Eggleston. Are you aware that [C/LA] disputes your version 
that you told him that you used it to communicate with Colonel 
North? 

Mr. Castillo. I told him. 

Mr. Eggleston. Are you aware that he disputes that? 

Mr. Castillo. That is his recollection. 

Mr. Eggleston. In May 1986, he told you that you have a prob¬ 
lem and he is going to work to solve the problem. By June and 
July there are attempts to solve it and in July the problem is not 
solved, and the cable sent you indicates that tnese private benefac¬ 
tors may be in fact violating the law; is that correct? 

Mr. Castillo. The last part, sir? 

Mr. Eggleston. I just read that on the cable that was provided 
to you, which has been deemed to be exhibit 14. 

Mr. Castillo. I don’t see where it says anything about a viola¬ 
tion of the law. 

Mr. Eggleston. As "ADDEE” are aware, there have been nu¬ 
merous allegations of violations of law- 

Mr. Castillo. By the PB’s, certainly not by us. 

Mr. Eggleston. I asked you whether the part of the cable where 
you were told that the problem was not going to be solved you were 
also informed that one of the problems was that there were claims 
of law violations by the private benefactors, and since headquarters 
didn't know whether that was true or not you were being asked to 
stand down. 

That is your recollection- 
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Mr. Castillo. That is what the cable says, but I knew of no alle¬ 
gations of violations by the private benefactors and certainly none 
where it involved the activity of the air resupply or the passage of 
information from the commanders to them. 

Mr. Eggleston. I take it you have not, but on this date you re¬ 
ceived a cable from headquarters suggesting to you that there have 
been these allegations, it is a problem, we are not going to get in¬ 
volved in it. 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Eggleston. The problem remains unsolved then. When I say 
the problem there is no way to communicate, the agency has no 
method of communicating between the private benefactors and the 
UNO south commanders, in effect and yet in September 1986 you 
begin using the KL-48 device again. 

Mr. Castillo. As I explained when I was questioned by Mr. Bar- 
badoro on this point, this was not a cease and desist cable. This 
was headquarters going on the record saying this is our preference, 
but essentially it is a soft way of saying or it is a way of saying— 
not soft, but it is a way of saying it is really—you haven’t done 
anything wrong. There is nothing basically wrong with what you 
are doing. 

We would prefer that there be another way to do this, but they 
are not saying cease and desist. That is the way I interpreted it, 
and that is—when you see that, as you read that cable that certain¬ 
ly is a valid interpretation. 

Mr. Eggleston. But nevertheless before deciding to start using 
the KL-48 again, you did not cable to headquarters and ask wheth¬ 
er you could resume its use? 

Mr. Castillo. No. sir. 

Mr. Eggleston. And in September 1986, it was your testimony to 
questions in response to Mr. Barbadoro that you just assumed that 
headquarters knew that you were back in the communications loop 
because after all you were providing intelligence reports on the 
drops; is that true? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Eggleston. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I don’t have any¬ 
thing else. 

Chairman Hamilton. We have one other questioner from the 
staff, Mr. Van Cleve. After he completes his questions, we will con¬ 
clude the morning session. I understand a Senate vote is in 
progress. We will begin with Senator Nunn at 1:30 this afternoon. 

Mr. Van Cleve. 

Mr. Van Cleve. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Castillo, in May of 1986 you have testified that you had a 
meeting that was attended by \C/LA] and three Chiefs of Station 
other than yourself, and at that meeting, you testified that he said, 
[Ca8tillo'8] got a problem, and we need to fix it." Is that correct? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Van Cleve. What kind of problem did you have? 

Mr. Castillo. The problem of my—of taking the time, being di¬ 
rectly involved in the transmission of this information from ihe 
commanders to the private benefactors. 

Mr. Van Cleve. Was it ever suggested to you that that activity 
was illegal? 
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Mr. Ca8tillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Van Cleve. Thank you. 

I would like to turn your attention to the cable that you received 
dated July 12th that Mr. Eggleston has just been questioning you 
about. I am going to refer to a document that is in the books of all 
the members of the committee. I don’t believe that you probably 
have a copy of it, so I am going to read you the entire excerpt from 
the document. 

For the convenience of the members, I will be referring to the 
chronology that was supplied to the committee by the Central In* 
telligence Agency. It is m the books with a label that says "CIA 
Chronology. 

I am going to read you the entry in that chronology appearing on 
page 8 referring to the date July 12, 1986, and ask you a question 
about it. 

"12 July 1986, [Castillo] is notified that a review of agency policy 
does not permit him to continue his efforts to place a UNO south 
communicator at [deleted].’’ 

There follows after that a bracket and this statement in the 
bracket: "Some have interpreted this cable as directing the COS 
[deleted] to terminate his contacts with the PBs,’’ end of bracket. 

[C/LA] questions the cable after it has been transmitted and is 
told that UNO south has solved the problem itself. 

Doesn't the bracketed statement—"Some have interpreted this 
cable as directing the COS [deleted] to terminate his contacts with 
the PBs”—doesn’t that confirm your view that you were not given 
instructions to cut off those contacts? 

Mr. Castillo. I can only speak for myself. That was the interpre¬ 
tation. My answer was the interpretation I gave it. I am glad 
others agree with me. 

I have not seen that chronology. I think I saw that chronology 
yesterday for the first time, ana we scanned it and then it was 
handed back to Mr. Barbadoro. 

Mr. Van Cleve. I represent that I have read you the entire entry 
for 12 July 1986.1 guess I have two additional questions, Mr. Castillo. 

Turning now to your participation in the resupply operation in 
September 1986, I believe you testified that in September you did 
not request flight vector information; is that correct? 

Mr. Castillo. Correct, sir. 

Mr. Van Cleve. What is the purpose of flight vector informa¬ 
tion? 

Mr. Castillo. The purpose is that, based on the best intelligence 
available to CIA from all of its collection capabilities, it would be 
determined what would be the best route, attitude, speed that an 
aircraft could use while flying over hostile territory to avoid detec¬ 
tion by radar, surface-to-air missiles, ground fire, and to accomplish 
the safe delivery of the equipment aboard that aircraft to its in¬ 
tended recipients. 

Mr. Van Cleve. Your testimony was that only L-lOOs had the 
necessary range to follow the CIA flight vector route; is that cor¬ 
rect? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct, sir. 
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Mr. Van Cleve. Couldn't flight vectors have been developed for 
the C-128 route that you have described to us? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Van Cleve. And why is that? 

Mr. Castillo. It is my understanding—and I am not an expert in 
this field—that the C-123 simply doesn't have the fuel capacity to 
make a trip of that distance. 

Mr. Van Cleve. Your testimony was that it could not have made 
the same flight as the L-100, and I am sure that is correct, but the 
question was given that you knew the intended route by which the 
C-123s would enter Nicaragua; could flight vectors not have been 
developed for that route? 

Mr. Castillo. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Van Cleve. And why is that? 

Mr. Castillo. Because the C-123s were living right into the teeth 
of Sandinista radar and surface-to-air missile capabilities. 

Mr. Van Cleve. But I believe you previously have told us that 
you have intelligence information that describes those Sandinista 
capabilities; is that correct? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Van Cleve. And why would flight vectors not have been 
good for the C-123s using the southern route? 

Mr. Castillo. Let me go back to the L-100. 

The L- 100’s approach and departure from the drop zone inside 
Nicaragua avoided the Sandinista radar capability. In other words, 
it came in; using the earth’s curvature, it slipped in under radar 
coverage. 

[Deleted]. 

Mr. Van Cleve. I believe I understand your testimony. 

Let me just ask one final line of questions. 

You testified earlier that Eden Pastora was a charismatic figure 
and, obviously, the one Resistance figure capable of mustering pop¬ 
ular support inside Nicaragua necessary for political success. 

However, you said he had negative characteristics that out¬ 
weighed his obvious strong points. Specifically what were those 
negative characteristics? You gave an example about his erratic be¬ 
havior, but could you give more examples about the problems he 
had? 

Mr. Castillo. Eden Pastora never had a clearly defined political 
philosophy. He would pander to whatever happened to be—or 
rather what he thought was where he could obtain support. 

If it was from the Social Democrats, from the Social Democrats. 
If it was from American conservatives, it was from American con¬ 
servatives and he would give to each of them whatever line. That 
kind of inconsistency, as well as an exaggerated egocentric attitude 
made it very difficult for the other traditional Christian Demo¬ 
crats, Social Democrats of the Nicaraguan political spectrum to 
work with and to- 

Mr. Van Cleve. If you wouldn’t mind, Mr. Castillo, in order to 
save the time of the committee, is there a specific action or actions 
that you would want to use as examples of these problems as op¬ 
posed to his personality in general terms? 

Mr. Castillo. There are many and it is perhaps the accumula¬ 
tion of all of these actions that in the political area, that form that 
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opinion. Would you like to know about one specific one or do you 
have one in mind? 

Mr. Van Cleve. No, I personally don’t and I think perhaps, Mr. 
Chairman, I will leave- 

Mr. Castillo. Let me give you one, and that is the kidnapping of 
the Witness for Peace. An organization consisting of American 
pacifists came together in San Carlos which is on Lake Nicaragua 
and the terminal end at Lake Nicaragua, the San Juan River, and 
they wished to, by sailing down the San Juan River through this 
combat zone, express their legitimate concerns about the conflict in 
Nicaragua and Central America. 

They Were accompanied by a rather large number of American 
and foreign journalists. It was obviously intended to seek publicity 
as well as to make their feelings and their views known. 

When they reached the part of the San Juan River where it then 
becomes the border with Costa Rica, they were intercepted by Pas* 
tora’s troops and taken into the jungle about 3 or 4 hours walking 
distance from the river. The embassy was reporting on—reported 
on this situation as—in a complementary fashion to the way the 
press was handling it. The station had no involvement in trying to 
get information because all of the-information then available was 
being amply reported. 

I received a telephone call from Colonel North and he said can 
you give me some updated information on the situation. We have 
just convened the group that deals with terrorists and hostage situ¬ 
ations. And I said that is rather extreme, isn’t it, given the circum¬ 
stances of this situation? 

He said, it is not, we are extremely concerned about the safety of 
American citL-.ens and so forth. I said, well, let me get back to you. 
I picked up the telephone and made a telephone call and got a mes¬ 
sage to Pastora to call me back, and he did so. 

I said, are you out of your mind, do you realize that you are 
going to be labeled an international terrorist bandit? 

He said, I am sorry, my commander took action without my 
knowing that he did. I said get on your radio and immediately 
communicate to him to release those people immediately and there 
better not be a hair out of place. 

And he said, yes, I will, thank you very much for telling <ie 
about this, I am very sorry I did it. And within 6 or 8 hours th-sy 
were released. 

This is the kind of unthinking, as Ambassador Tambs would say, 
unseemly behavior that made it impossible for us to deal in a polit¬ 
ical sense with Eden Pastora. 

Long story, but that is an example of how this man would take 
advantage of what was a perfectly legitimate situation and turn it 
into what could conceivably have been a terrible, devastating event 
for the Nicaraguan Resistance. 

Mr. Van Cleve. No further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Hamilton. I would advise Members they may leave 
materials at their desks. There will be security people here 
throughout the lunch hour. 

We will reconvene at 1:30 with the principal questioners begin¬ 
ning. 
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Thank you very much, [Mr. Castillo]. We will reassemble at 1:30. 
We stand in recess until then. 

[Whereupon, at 12 o'clock noon, the Select Committees recessed, 
to reconvene at 1:30 p.m., the same day.] 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

Chairman Hamilton. The joint hearings of the two Select Com* 
mittees will begin. 

We turn now to the principal questioners, and the first question¬ 
er is Senator Nunn. 

Senator Nunn, you may proceed. 

Mr. Nunn. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

I would like to go back to an area that has been gone into al¬ 
ready. I would like to lust clarify, from my own point of view, this 
cable that you received, dated July 12,1986. Who was the preparer 
of this cable, as far as you knew? Who did you think you received 
it from? 

Mr. Castillo. From the Central American Task Force. 

Mr. Nunn. From? 

Mr. Castillo. The Central American Task Force. 

Mr. Nunn. Out of Washington? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Nunn. And who was head of that task force? 

Mr. Castillo. [C/CATF.] 

Mr. Nunn. Did you believe this was coming directly from him? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, in the field we don’t know who signs a cable. 
We assume that it is he or his designee. 

Mr. Nunn. No doubt it was coming from CIA lawyers? 

Mr. Castillo. No doubt. 

Mr. Nunn. These sentences here, it seems to me, you have de¬ 
scrib e d thi w aa a nft instructions Vnn Haarriha if in ymir nwn words 
as nothing wrong with what you are doing. You also said that you 
did not take this as a cease and desist order. The words right here 
at the top; is that correct? Am I categorizing your statements cor¬ 
rectly? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Nunn. It states, the cable states here we have taken a 
second look at the COMMO LINK. To date we have maintained our 
distance from the private benefactors (PB), who are providing as¬ 
sistance to the Resistance and have repeatedly briefed Congress 
that we do not have any relationship with the PBs. 

Now it seems to me that the way I would read that, if I were 
you—perhaps you did, I think that is what you are saying—is that 
what you are doing so far is perfectly all right? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Nunn. Isn’t that what it is, “To date we have maintained 
our distance from the PBs, and have repeatedly briefed Congress 
that we do not have any relationship with-the PBs^- 

It seems to me they are saying, Mr. Castillo, in your capacity you 
can keep doing what you are doing. Am I overreading that? 

Mr. Castillo. Perhaps I am not understanding. What you are 
saying is what you thought I thought; is that correct? 
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Mr. Nunn. I am saying what I would have thought had I been 

E , and it seems to me that is what you thought when you said 
is a soft instruction. 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Nunn. And you said in your own words, nothing wrong with 
what you are doing. And it seems to me those words justify precise¬ 
ly your interpretation that the lawyers are saying to you, nothing 
wrong with what you are doing? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Nunn. Is that fair? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, that is fair. 

Mr. Nunn. Then they go on to say, hold off on implementing a 
new communication link which you proposed in your meeting [de¬ 
leted]; isn’t that what they are saying? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, the proposal that we had come to an agree¬ 
ment oh? 

Mr. Nunn. Yes. That you had come to a tentative agreement on. 
They say, hold up on that; right? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Nunn. So as I read this cable then what we have here is you 
go to [deleted] to a meeting, you lay out your concerns about 
whether what you are doing goes too far under the law, and so 
forth? 

Mr. Castillo. [Deleted]—excuse me, it wasn’t [deleted], it was 
[deleted]. 

Mr. Nunn. Excuse me, and you sit around and have a bull ses¬ 
sion about how you provide an alternative link that would be even 
more- 

Mr. Castillo. Distancing. 

Mr. Nunn. —distancing, and thev come back with a cable and 
they say, don’t go with the more distancing type procedure, stay 
where you are? 

— M rT CABT l LLO. Yfefi. - 

Mr. Nunn. So they are saying in effect that what you all have 
sat around and decided was a more distancing type of procedure, 
moving the CIA further from this kind of contact with the private 
benefactors. Indeed, in their view, at this stage it was taking you 
fUrther rather than moving you more distance, taking the CIA fur¬ 
ther into the contact with tne private benefactors? It seems to me 
that is the logic of this. Is that the way you received it? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Nunn. Isn’t that strange? Didn’t you find this cable to be a 
strange cable? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Nunn. Didn’t you also have second thoughts when they used 
the words "to date we have maintained our distance from tne pri¬ 
vate benefactors?” Wasn't that exactly what you were concerned 
about when you went to that meeting in [deleted], whether you 
were indeed maintaining your distance far enough? 

— M iv C astillo, Y es . ——- 

Mr. Nunn. Now, they are coming back and stating as a matter of 
fact, that your concerns in [deleted], have no basis? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes—well, no, it was— I thought it was a reflec¬ 
tion, a repetition of the same problem that I had brought to their 
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attention a good 2 months before in that I felt that my position in 
that transmission of information was unorthodox and there must 
have been—there must have been a better way to do it. 

Mr. Nunn. To provide more distance? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, to at least take me out of it— I am thinking 
in very personal terms—take me out of that unorthodox position I 
found myself in. 

Mr. Nunn. And take CIA out of that? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, by extension, of course. 

Mr. Nunn. Eight. 

Mr. Castillo. So they are being a bit redundant when they came 
back to tell me that, about the second look. The second look is the 
same as the first look. I mean, the only problem was that they 

were standing down on what was clear to me to be- 

Mr. Nunn. A better alternative? 

Mr. Castillo. A better alternative. 

Mr. Nunn. They were saying keep your closer relationship with 
the private benefactors and don't take that step of removing your¬ 
self further from them? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, I didn’t say it that way. 

Mr. Nunn. Well-- 

Mr. Castillo. They were not telling me to maintain the status • 
quo. 

Mr. Nunn. They were saying to you the status quo was all right. 
They were sayingwe are maintaining our distance from the PBs? 

Mr. Castillo. But by the same token they were turning down 
what I thought was a perfectly acceptable alternate solution. 

Mr. Nunn. So it is a crazy telegram, isn’t it? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Nunn. It is not only strange it is almost crazy? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, [C/LA], the following month when I went up 
to see him, also heard my views concerning this because I was obvi- 

- o u sl y s t ilLi rk ed th a t th e pr oble m - h ad n o t -bee n s o l v e d ,_ 

Mr. Nunn. Well, I agree with you. I am agreeing with you. I am 
agreeing with your interpretation of it. 

The second point that strikes me is we have repeatedly briefed 
Congress that we do not have any relationship with the PBs. They 
are telling you they have been briefing Congress that there was no 
relationship right after you had had a meeting with them discuss¬ 
ing in [deleted] that the relationship was unorthodox and in your 
view, too close? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Nunn. They are basically telling you here that what you are 
doing is not what they are telling Congress, isn’t that right? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, it is for them to answer first of all, what 
they were thinking when they sent this cable. My reading from my 
personal standpoint was I wasn't going to get subjective about the 
degree of what they had told or what the relationship was, all I 
know is I had that problem. I wanted the problem resolved. This 

cable said-- ^ 

Mr. Nunn. Said you didn't have-— 

Mr. Castillo. We are nowhere. 

Mr. Nunn. It also said to you that they are basically misleading 
Congress, it seems to me. 
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Mr. Castillo. Well, I wouldn’t have taken it that way because 
the relationship was not improper. The relationship was proper. 

It was passing of information during the time that the Boland 
Amendment permitted it. 

Mr. Nunn. But it was something that you felt was unorthodox, 
and you wanted to be moved out, you wanted the CIA to get out of 
it by extension, so there was something in your mind causing you 
concern or you wouldn’t have raised these points. Something was 
causing you serious concern, and you shared that with your superi¬ 
ors, as you should have, and they basically came back with zero. 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Nunn. Let me move on to one other point. Let’s just summa¬ 
rize this. You have been in the business a long time. Isn’t this cable 
in efTect a CYA cable? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Nunn. They were covering their rear end back in Washing¬ 
ton, weren’t they? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Nunn. And they were putting it all on your head? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, they just weren't resolving my problem. 

Mr. Nuns. Leaving it all on your head? 

Mr. Castillo. They were satisfying their situation, but not mine. 

Mr. Nunn. They were leaving you hanging out there wherever 
you were before vou raised the problem, you were still hanging out 
there by yourself, weren’t you? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, that is perhaps one way of looking at it. 

Mr. Nunn. Did this make you feel uncomfortable that sort of the 
folks back in Washington are covering their rear ends but my rear 
end is still exposed? 

Mr. Cohen. Would you clarify that, Senator? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, Senator, there are times in this business 
when we realize that perhaps that is the way things work. 

MttNunn. Let meaak you on other lin e^o f questioning^ and 
then I will turn it over to others. 

I won’t go over all this that you have been over, but essentially 
in terms of the resupply flights you were providing—would you just 
enumerate briefly the kina of information you were providing for 
the resupply flights, the role you were playing there, without going 
into detail. You were providing flight vectors, weather information, 
et cetera. 

Mr. Castillo. The flight vector information wds transmitted— 
was received and transmitted to the private benefactors for the 
first flight; I think one subsequent flight. After that, the only infor¬ 
mation we provided were the coordinates of the drop zone, how 
long the Resistance forces would maintain security of that particu¬ 
lar drop zone, and in return from the private benefactors I trans¬ 
mitted the information of what time, or the window of a half hour 
to 45 minutes that flight would be expected, the date, the number 
of bundles, but never what the bundles contained, because I 
—thought that it would be one form of confirmation from the com¬ 
manders inside that they had, in fact, received the items that the 
private benefactors said they sent to have the commanders invento¬ 
ry the items, so I didn’t tell the commanders what they were re¬ 
ceiving. 



48 


When the commanders reported back then, I would compare 
with what the private benefactors said they sent and what the com¬ 
manders said they received. Generally they coincided. 

Mr. Nunn. How would you categorize what you did in the resup¬ 
ply effort? Would you say you were assisting? 

Mr. Castillo. No—well, assisting in the sense that, yes, I was 
providing the information that the amendment allowed us to pro¬ 
vide. 

Mr. Nunn. You were contributing some value to the resupply 
effort, you were giving them assistance, you were facilitating their 
flight. 


Mr. Castillo. In this sense, since we didn’t have the communica¬ 
tor in position, it was the only way they could ever receive that in¬ 
formation. 

Mr. Nunn. I am trying to get the right word for it, basically you 
were facilitating, were you not, the resupply effort? 

Mr. Castillo. By providing the information to both ends of the 
system, yes, sir. 

Mr. Nunn. Would you agree with this statement or disagree with 
it made October 14, 1986, and I quote, and I will read it carefully, 
“The CIA is not involved directly or indirectly in arranging, direct¬ 
ing, or facilitating resupply missions conducted by private individ¬ 
uals in support of the Nicaraguan Democratic Resistance.’’ 

Mr. Castillo. I would have to disagree with that. My participa¬ 
tion did facilitate because it provided the information. I couldn’t in¬ 
terpret that to mean otherwise. 

Mr. Nunn. This was a statement made on October 14, 1986, to 
the Intelligence Committee of the House of Representatives by the 
DOD, Mr. Clair George. I think I would read it the same way you 
read it. 

Mr. Castillo, I have a whole lot more questions, but mv col¬ 
leagues do, also. I also just want to say that I have a certain degree 
of sympathy with those out in the field who are given vague con¬ 
flicting instructions by people back in headquarters who are basi- 
cally covering their own rear end and leaving those in the field to 
make their own judgments at their own risk. So I have some appre¬ 
ciation for the position you are in. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank vou, and I hope I did not exceed my time. 

Chairman Hamilton. Mr. McCollum. 

Mr. McCollum. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Cas¬ 
tillo, I have a few brief questions I would like to get through as 
everybody else does here. One of them I would like to clarify, I 
think I know the answers, but I haven’t heard you say today—let’s 
lay a predicate. 

You were pretty chummy with Colonel North. You got to be 
pretty friendly with him over the course of all this; is that correct? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. McCollum. At any time did Colonel North ever tell you that 
he had said anything at any time whatsoever to the President of 
the United States about the Contra resupply operation? 

Mr. Castillo. Not that I recall. 

Mr. McCollum. At any time whatsoever did Colonel North tell 
you that he had ever discussed with the President of the United 
States anything about the Iranian arms, or the hostage operation? 
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Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. McCollum, with regard to this KL-43 device. I am very con¬ 
cerned about the device in terms of what happened to it. You told 
us earlier today that at some point you sent it back. What hap¬ 
pened? Would you repeat what happened to that? 

Mr. Castillo. After the last flight in late September, I don’t 
recall using the device again and after—since the Hasenfus flight, 
of course the entire resupply operation came to a standstill. Then 
came the dismissal of Colonel North from the National Security 
Council, and I frankly didn’t know what to do with ue device, so 
on a trip I made to Miami in December, I brought it '*ack to the 
States, and I left it at [deleted] home [deleted] wrapped, packed in a 
box. 

Mr. McCollum. Is that where it is today? 

Mr. Castillo. I arranged for it to be turned over to the agency in 
January of this year. 

Mr. McCollum. At any time in the fall or at any time last year, 
maybe I should say at any time at all, ever, did [C/CA TF], Chief of 
the Central American Task Force, ever notice that KL-43 device in 
your office [deleted] when he was present there and asked what it 
was for and tell you to get rid of it or anything like that? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. McCollum. You described in some detail the meeting you 
had with [C/LA] in August regarding the message that has been 
discussed so much from July about wnat your participation should 
be, the various resupply connections and so on. 

In the sequence of events, notations that the CIA gave to us in 
part of our briefing book, I think you said you saw these briefly, I 
don’t know if you nave seen these. But in any event, they are in 
our briefing books today what the CIA has as their briefing se¬ 
quence of events for us. 

There is a discussion of a lot of what you said today and that is 
in outline form. There is a notation of the Hasenfus flight in Octo- 
ber. 

Then there are a couple of notations that really puzzle me in 
light of what you said. It says mid-October, [C/CATF] during a trip 
[deleted] learns that a U.S. reporter has information about tele¬ 
phone calls between [Castillo] and the PBs, [Castillo] describes 
these contacts with the PBs, upon his return [C/CATF] reports the 
matter to [C/LA] who asks [Castillo] to return to headquarters. 

Now, are you familiar with that sequence of events that oc¬ 
curred? 

I guess there was a safe house, there were telephone calls or 
something that [C/CATF] was involved with or learning about here 
for the first time. Are you familiar with that? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McCollum. Did he make that trip down there then? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. I accompanied Assistant Secretary 
Abrams and General Galvin for a meeting with [deleted] ana 
duriiw the course of the-evening I had a few moments with \C/ 
CATF] and I described an article which had appeared in the [delet¬ 
ed] press which recounted a story about telephone numbers being 
found at the private benefactor’s safe house [deleted] as a result of 
the Hasenfus airplane crash. 
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Mr. McCollum. During this trip down there in October, you did 
not bring up nor did [C/CATF] or did anyone else on that trip the 
KL-43 device, any discussion of it at all? 

Mr. Castillo. I don't recall. I don’t think so. 

Mr. McCollum. The next notation in this sequence of events we 
are given says 24—28 October 1986, when [C/LA] learnB the details 
about the KL-43 during your visit to headquarters? 

He directs you to return the communications device to North. 

How do you explain that in light of what you just told us about 
what happened to this device? 

Mr. Castillo. I don’t recall—or I have a vague recollection that 
he said, "Get it back to North, get the KL-43 back to North.’’ But 
before I could—before that could happen, because of course North 
was in Washington, and I and the KL-43 are [deleted] and I 
couldn’t just mail it back to him. I had to—I thought on some 
future trip to the States that I would bring it up. 

Of course, what intervened is his dismissal from the NSC. 

Mr. McCollum. [ C/LA] knew about the KL-43 long before that? 

Mr. Castillo. Since April. 

Mr. McCollum. And you had quite a discussion with him in 
August about this whole problem. 

Mr. Castillo. They all knew I was communicating with the pri¬ 
vate benefactors. They knew it in the meeting in May—the whole 
purpose for the communicator was to get me out of the loop. 

Mr..M cCollum. And they knew what you were doing way back 
then, [C/LA] andJC/G4TF|? 

Mr. Castillo. They knew that this information was being provid¬ 
ed to the private benefactors. 

Mr. McCollum. If they were meeting with anybody during this 
time and told them they didn’t know about it, they weren’t on the 
up and up? 

Mr. Castillo. You will have to ask them. 

— M rr McO ollump Ihavea-queationaboutt 
is a document, a memorandum. It should be 13 there, dated March 
2, 1987, to the CIA general counsel from associate counsel setting 
forth a legal opinion on the parameters and tremendous restric¬ 
tions of the Boland Amendment regarding CIA activities in support 
of the Contras? Have you seen this before? 

Mr. Castillo. I have not. 

Mr. McCollum. On the first page, paragraph 23 a summary, and 
at the conclusion of that paragraph, the associate counsel providing 
this opinion says on the second page, 


In my opinion the law provided authority for CIA to provide information involv¬ 
ing safe delivery sites, weather conditions, hostile risk assessments and the like to 
assist the Nicaraguan Resistance in their resupply activities where CIA’s role did 
not amount to participating in the actual delivery of material or in planning, direct¬ 
ing or otherwise coordinating deliveries during the course of or in the context of 
specific military engagement. 


At the end of this exhibit, the end of the memorandum, the last 
2 pages, 7 and 8, there is a conclusion, paragraph 9. In that conclu¬ 
sion there is quite a discussion of various things. The second sen¬ 
tence says, 

CIA also could provide on such matters such as the effective delivery and distribu¬ 
tion of military equipment so long as this did not amount to participation in para- 
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military operations in Nicaragua either in their planning or execution or in logistics 
activities integral to such operation* advice could rise to the level of participation if 
CIA took an active part in planning or coordinating resupply missions for specific 
paramilitary operator ns. 

However, merely passing intelligence on Sandinista gun or radar placements, 
weather conditions, flight vectors or other information to assist in the delivery of 
supplies for general maintenance of the forces in the field would not seem to be pro¬ 
hibited both because this would not constitute participation and because this would 
not be integral to paramilitary operations as contemplated by Congress. 

He talks about Mr. Hamilton’s interpretation, and then says, 

Accordingly, the same kind of information sharing with the public benefactors for 
general resupply of logistics activities not integral to specific military or paramili¬ 
tary operations as that term was contemplated by the statute also would not be pre¬ 
cluded by law. 

That is an interpretation obviously issued fairly recently with 
regard to the operations that you may or may not have been in¬ 
volved with. Having read that, Mr. Castillo, at any time did you do 
anything to assist the resupply operation beyond the kind of things 
that this memo says were legal? 

Mr. Castillo. I did not, and I certainly would have liked to have 
had this. It would have made me feel more comfortable had I had 
this kind of legal opinion then. But I can’t, and I fortunately stayed 
within what that opinion says. 

Mr. McCollum. Thank you. 

From listening to your testimony, one might conclude, Mr. Cas¬ 
tillo, that you spent a great deal of your time providing informa¬ 
tion to the resupply operation and otherwise doing things that you 
described to facilitate it. 

Could you estimate for us what percentage of your time was ac¬ 
tually spent providing any kind of information or assistance to the 
resupply operation in the context of all of your duties? 

Mr. Castillo. It was very, very mimimal because of course we 
are only talking about 9 flights and other aborted flights over a 

Mr. McCollum. That is a pretty fair statement. Do you know 
from your experience- 

Mr. Castillo. Sir, I would— I have been reminded by counsel of 
my previous testimony in deposition. There was one incident which 
did not have anything to do with resupply which could conceivably 
be interpreted as having been outside of the stipulation of this 
opinion. 

Mr. McCollum. Was that the airstrip- 

Mr. Castillo. That was extricating an American private benefac¬ 
tor who had been sent down by the private benefactors to conduct 
a training activity in Nicaragua of the Nicaraguan Resistance, and 
who in making the arrangements that they made placed himself or 
was placed in a situation that I felt was very dangerous to him and 
I got him out of that situation, which could have resulted in either 
his incarceration or very serious problems for himself. 

Mr. McCollum. What did you do to get him out? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, it really wasn’t what I did to get him out. He 
had received—to conduct this training that had been arranged by 
the private benefactors for the Resists’ ce—they had provided him, 
and I don't know how or what it came from, or who delivered it, 
some explosive materials, and they delivered it to his hotel room. 
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And when he notified me that he was about to leave his hotel room 
to go off to perform this training activity, somehow or other it 
came up and he told me that he had these materials with him. 

When he told me this, it surprised me and I realized that he 
could be in very serious trouble since he didn’t even know who had 
delivered these materials to him and it could have been anyone. So 
I went over to his hotel- and took the materials, [deleted], took the 
materials myself, put them in my car, put him in my car, and got 
him out of there, and eventually just turned him and his materials 
over to the Nicaraguan Resistance, and I never saw him again. 

He completed the training find returned to the United States. 

Mr. McCollum. That was an activity that you perceive as a little 
beyond providing information- 

Mr. Castillo. I justified that here was an American citizen who 
perhaps, through no fault of his own, had placed himself in what I 
considered possible jeopardy and I felt that that was my first obli¬ 
gation. 

Mr. McCollum. One last question. I want to ask about something 
that because of your answer I didn’t get earlier. 

Whose idea was the airstrip anyway? I asked that question yes¬ 
terday of Ambassador Tambs, and you have beat around the bush 
with it today; [deleted], whose idea was it? 

Mr. Castillo. In consideration of the needs of the Southern 
Front Resistance, under an ideal situation, in other words, full 
funding by the Congress, an airstrip would be an essential or inte¬ 
gral part of any supply effort. 

Mr. McCollum. I understand that, but who came up with the 
idea? Do you know? Was it you, Ambassador Tambs, [deleted]? I, 
you know, I would like to know. Maybe you don’t know'. 

Mr. Castillo. I think I was probably the first to express it. 

Mr. McCollum. OK. 

And I know my time has expired, but I have a followup thing. 

In your experience in Central America and your work there in¬ 
volved in this whole Contra-Sandinista issue, do you know, or could 
you give us an estimate, if you do know, how many KGB agents or 
Cuban intelligence agents are assisting the Sandinistas or have 
been in the last year? 

Mr. Castillo. In Costa Rica? 

Mr. McCollum. I was thinking about inside Nicaragua, too. But 
do you know how many in Costa Rica? 

Mr. Castillo. [Deleted] we found that the network of Cuban-sup¬ 
ported Sandinistas operated network ran back to the midseventies, 
when, in fact, the present commandantes, who wete in exile then 
in Costa Rica had set these things up and these networks were for 
the most part still functioning, still active, still effective in Costa 
Rica. 

[Deleted]. 

Mr. McCollum. How many? 

Mr. Castillo. Nicaragua as well? 

Mr. McCollum. Can you estimate at the present time or the last 
time- 

Mr. Castillo. In the hundreds. 

Mr. McCollum. In Nicaragua or in Costa Rica, or both? 
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Mr. Castillo. In Costa Rica. I assume by now it must be [delet¬ 
ed]. 

Mr. McCollum. These are KGB, or Cuban, or just trained? 

Mr. Castillo. Trained and supported, 
letedl. 

ir. McCollum. What about in Nicaragua? 

Mr. Castillo. In Nicaragua, the Nicaraguan State Security is the 
most pervasive organization, and in terms of members of their 
staff, I would assume they are in the thousands. They were, of 


course- 

Mr. McCollum. They have given enormous assistance over a 
period of time to the Sandinistas, even prior to the Sandinista over¬ 
throw. 

Mr. Castillo. Since the day they took power. 

Chairman Hamilton. Senator Cohen? 

Mr. Cohrn. Mr. Castillo, Senator Nunn suggested, as a result of 
that cable of July 12, 1986, that you were left by the CIA out to 
dry, that your posterior was hanging there exposed. Why were you 
exposed if in fact everything you did was consistent with the law as 
we understand it, about providing communications and that is all 
you did. Then what did you do wrong? 

Mr. Castillo. I didn't do anything wrong and I would assume 
that Senator Nunn was referring to the possible consequence as it 
has come to pass. 

Mr. Cohen. Isn’t it a fact that if you violated anything in your 
judgment, it was the CIA’s stated policy of no contact with the pri¬ 
vate benefactors, is that what the concern about violation is all 
about? From the cable that we referred to you didn’t violate any 
law because you were allowed under the Boland Amendment to 
provide communicatioiis? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Cohen. And you did that? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Cohen. You also maintained contact with the private bene¬ 
factors, which, according to the cable, was inconsistent with what 
the CIA represented to Congress? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Cohen. In your opening statement you indicated that one of 
the reason you were claiming the fifth amendment was because of 
inaccurate press accounts? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Cohen. If the press accounts had been accurate you would 
not be claiming the firth amendment? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. I would not be claiming the fifth amend¬ 
ment. 

Mr. Cohen. An item appeared in the Los Angeles Times on May 
17,1987, that said, ’’Faced with dismissal, a very bitter Castillo tola 
investigators early this year that several superiors knew of and at 
least tacitly approved his work for North.” Is that correct or incor¬ 
rect? 

Mr. Castillo. That is incorrect. 

Mr. Cohen. Several superiors did not know about your activities? 

Mr. Castillo. No, I was referring to the bitter. 



54 


Mr. Cohen. So you were just upset about the bitterness? As far 
as the statement about the superiors knowing, they knew? 

Mr. Castillo. I have testified as to what they knew. 

Mr. Cohen. Those he named reportedly include the head of the 
agency’s Latin American Division, true or false? 

Mr. Castillo. True. 

Mr. Cohen. The head of the Central American Task Force? 

Mr. Castillo. True. 

Mr. Cohen. Duane Dewey Clarridge? 

Mr. Castillo. Mr. Clarridge already left the division. He had no 
knowledge about what I was doing. 

Mr. Cohen. Claire George? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir, not that I know of. 

Mr. Cohen. So those were the only officials that you agree 
with—the Latin American Division and Central Task Force—they 
knew? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Cohen. So the statement is correct to that extent? 

Mr. Castillo. To that extent. 

Mr. Cohen. When you were told you were going to be disciplined 
or at least recommendation of discipline was going to be made 
against you pursuant to the Inspector General I guess- 

Mr. Castillo. I have not been told that. I have not been told any¬ 
thing. 

Mr. Cohen. Why were you placed on administrative leave? 

Mr. Castillo. Because of an article which appeared in the New 
York Times which alleged that I had committed improprieties or 
illegalities. I don’t remember now what it referred to. 

Mr. Cohen. Have you had any conversations- 

Mr. Castillo. Let me correct that. One moment. 

[Witness conferring with counsel.] 

Mr. Castillo. Let me correct that, sir. I was wrong. It wasn’t be¬ 
cause of this. This had to do with another matter. I was asked to 
appear before the—an FBI agent on the staff of the independent 
counsel, and I decided to seek guidance, legal guidance, before ap¬ 
pearing at that meeting. And when I sought counsel, I was advised 
that I should not appear before that staff—with that FBI agent. 

The reason that I had decided to seek counsel was because the 
staff officer of the inspector general’s office told me that the idea 
was being bandied around in the inspector general’s staff that I 
might be charged with violation of the Boland Amendment. 

Well, this came just before I was supposed to go see this FBI 
agent downtown and I thought that that was—that I might not 
have full recourse, so I then sought counsel and that is the reason. 
Not because of the article. 

Mr. Cohen. Has anyone in the agency ever represented to you 
that if you did not implicate them in any way in terms of your 
communications with tne PBs, the private benefactors, and that 
you communicated that up the line, that your job would be saved? 

Mr. Castillo. Absolutely not. I haven’t seen that article, but I 
understand that it said something about trading testimony for fa¬ 
vorable treatment. I would like to make a comment about that. I 
haven't—my relationship- 

Mr. Cohen. Yes, or no. 
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Mr. Castillo. No, sir, it never happened. 

Mr. Cohen. You also said in your statement that the rejection of 
activities that were permissible by Boland because of the political 
fallout, that certain activities that were permissible by Boland 
were rejected because of political fallout. Is that the statement con¬ 
cerning getting you out of the loop that you referred to? 

Mr. Castillo. That was one of the cases. 

Mr. Cohen. Are there other cases? 

Mr. Castillo. Disapproved, I said. 

Mr. Cohen. What are other examples? 

Mr. Castillo. At one point, we had a bad problem with a disease 
called mountain leprosy in the Southern Front. This is a terribly 
debilitating disease, ana I had asked our Office of Medical Services 
for assistance in locating a serum. It is only fabricated in France 
and Brazil, and it couldnt be found, so I called Colonel North and I 
asked him if through his contacts he might not be able to get some 
of this serum. It is very expensive, and it is only manufactured in 
limited quantities. 

In any case, he was able to get and somehow transport to [delet¬ 
ed], I think it was, 1,500 ampules or doses. The Agency disapproved 
the transport of this serum from [deleted] to [deleted] to [deleted] to 
be delivered to the PBs who would have included it in one of the 
drops, because they thought that it would have or, as I understood 
it, that it had political ramifications. 

Mr. Cohen. You indicated that you had at least one meeting 
with Rob Owen, perhaps several? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Cohen. And you regarded him as Oliver North's man? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Cohen. Did you have discussions with him concerning an in¬ 
vestigation conducted by a U.S. attorney in southern Florida? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Cohen. Have you had contact with a Kevin Currier, a 
George Kzynski? 

Mr. Castillo. I don’t know those names. 

Mr. Cohen. You are not aware of any investigation being con¬ 
ducted by the attorney for southern Florida? 

Mr. Castillo. I am. 

Mr. Cohen. You never had a conversation with Mr. Owen as a 
result in connection with this investigation? 

Mr. Castillo. I have no recollection of talking to him about it. 

Mr. Cohen. Did you make a statement that Mr. Feldman, who is 
the U.S. attorney, looks like he is trying to build a career based on 
this case? 

Mr. Castillo. I have no recollection of saying that. 

Mr. Cohen. That he, Mr. Feldman, showed you and the Ambassa¬ 
dor a diagram with your name at the top, witn Owen’s underneath, 
with John, I assume, Hull’s name under Owen and a line connect¬ 
ing the various Resistance groups? 

Mr. Castillo. With my name, no, sir. 

Mr. Cohen. A diagram with Oliver North’s name on the top; 
Owen underneath; and John Hull under that? 

Mr. Castillo. I have heard this in the testimony that has been 
given you about a diagram. I met Mr. Feldman in the office, in the 
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Ambassador’s office with the Ambassador present, two FBI agents, 
the FBI agent from Panama, the Embassy political section officer, 
and he went into his subsequent investigation. He may have, 
during that brief meeting, shown us a diagram. I don’t remember 
it. 

Mr. Cohen. Did Feldman state to you that they were looking at 
the big picture and not only looking at a possible violation of the 
Neutrality Act, but the possible unauthorized use of Government 
funds? 

Mr. Castillo. If he said it, I surely don’t recall—I recall when he 
asked me specifically about individuals, such as John Hull, and I 
gave him answers that I could give under the circumstances of who 
John Hull is or was. 

Mr. Cohen. What did he tell you about the nature of his investi¬ 
gation? 

Mr. Castillo. That there were some Cubans in Miami that had 
been suspected of gun smuggling to John Hull’s property in north¬ 
ern Costa Rica. 

Mr. Cohen. You were familiar with Mr. Hull? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Cohen. In fact, hadn’t Bill Casey inquired about his- 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Cohen. Not only about his presence, but didn’t he indicate 
that President Reagan had some kind of support for what Hull was 
doing? 

Mr. Castillo. Colonel North asked me that. 

Mr. Cohen. But Director Casey was with you at the time, wasn’t 
he? 

Mr. Castillo. No. It was during a Chief of Stations’ meeting in 
[deleted] and North asked me if John Hull was all right, indicating 
that the President was interested, and on the next day, Director 
Casey asked me what was the name of the farmer who lived up in 
northern Costa Rica that was helping the Resistance. 

There were two separate occasions but in the same timeframe. 

Mr. Cohen. One day after the other? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Cohen. And after Ollie North told you the President was in¬ 
terested and supportive of what John Hull was doing, and Casey 
asked about him, you reaffirmed that Hull was all right? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, to the best of my knowledge. 

Mr. Cohen. You talked to the U.S. attorney in the summer of 
1986- 

Mr. Castillo. This is 2-years later, sir. 

Mr. Cohen. I understand. You have a U.S. attorney inquiring of 
you about activities John Hull may have been involved with? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Cohen. What did you do as a result of that contact after you 
were brought into that meeting by a U.S. attorney indicating that 
he was investigating the possibility of illegal conduct on the part of 
John Hull, what did you do? 

Mr. Castillo. I think I cabled headquarters and told them about 
this investigation. I think I may have told Colonel North about it, 
but it was not—this was not a mayor thing in terms of something of 
great interest. 
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He had his—the U.S. attorney had his investigation to carry out, 

I helped him as much as I could. It was primarily connected with 
Americans. 

I could not be involved in dealing with these Americans. It was 
an embassy problem primarily because these Americans that he 
was investigating, a couple of them were in jail in Costa Rica. 

It was not the Ideletea] responsibility. 

Mr. Cohen. But you nonetheless— Did you call Oliver North? 

Mr. Castillo. At sometime I may have. I am covering myself be¬ 
cause I don’t remember if I did or didn’t, but it would have been 
something that I would have mentioned to him because of the con¬ 
nection to John Hull. 

Mr. Cohen. Would you have cabled the CIA? 

Mr. Castillo. Oh, yes, because of Hull’s—I think I sent a cable, 
because of Hull’s—the inquiry into Hull. 

Mr. Cohen. But you wouldn’t have talked to Rob Owen about 
this? 

Mr. Castillo. I have no recollection of ever talking to Rob Owen 
about this matter. He may have talked to another [deleted] officer 
and confused that with me. 

Mr. Cohen. Did you talk about opening up [deleted]? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Cohen. Did you ever indicate to Rob Owen that it was time 
to send down Bill Kenny? 

Mr. Castillo. That name came up but not— I don’t know who 
Bill Kenny is. I have never met a Bill Kenny. I remember the 
name in that either he or somebody else, Quintero or somebody, 
raised the name with me, but it never came to anything because no . 
base was ever established or went beyond just a simple thinking 
about it. 

Mr. Cohen. When Singlaub approached you or you learned that 
General Singlaub had struck a deal with Pastora, right? 

Mr. Castillo. After the fact. 

Mr. Cohen. What did you do about it knowing what you knew 
about the CIA’s attitude toward Pastora? 

Mr. Castillo. I had originally when the Ambassador called me in 
[deleted] I had no knowledge that General Singlaub was there and 
he told me why General Singlaub was there, I tried to dissuade 
General Singlaub from contacting Pastora, citing all the reasons I 
have given you before. 

I left the room convinced that he had been persuaded. I came 
back later to find this cable outlining the text of the agreement 
and I immediately went to the Ambassador and told him that the 
use of the term “United States’’ as the entity or as the entity with 
which—they were striking a deal with Pastora was simply uncon¬ 
scionable, and that it was wrong. 

And then the Ambassador and I sat down and tried to draft out a 
cable that would respond to the reaction that he had received from 
the State Department. 

Mr. Cohen. Let me refer you quickly to the incident involving 
the potential killing of two Senators. You mentioned that Pastora 
was the one who orchestrated the attack upon the airport in Nica¬ 
ragua. 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Cohen. Who approved that particular raid? 

Mr. Castillo. I don’t think it was ever—Pastora didn't submit 
his plans for approval. 

Mr. Cohen. Would it surprise you if I told you that [a CIA offi¬ 
cial] informed both Senator Hart and myself that that had been ap¬ 
proved? 

Mr. Castillo. It would be a surprise to me. Well, I wasn’t in the 
approval area, but it would have been my impression that he didn’t 
submit his plans for approval to CIA. 

Mr. Cohen. One final point. You mentioned that Chamorro, who 
apparently wanted to cross the border some 30 meters, came under, 
quote heavy fire. Do you want to explain what that heavy fire con¬ 
sisted of? 

Mr. Castillo. Mortar fire from the Sandinista Forces and coun¬ 
terattack after he had attacked the border post at Estellie—excuse 
me—not Estellie. I forget the name of the place. 

Mr. Cohen. Final point. October 1985, Abrams asks you about 
Point West and said tell me about it. 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Cohen. You said you were surprised that he knew about it 
or knew that you knew about it, right? 

Mr. Castillo. I was surprised he knew about it. 

Mr. Cohen. And you also said you were surprised that Abrams 
knew that you knew about it. 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, OK, yes. 

Mr. Cohen. And Abrams came back and said the Central Ameri¬ 
can Task Force Chief also knew, right? 

Mr. Castillo. In response to my question. 

Mr. Cohen. Right. Now, he said tell me about it. What did you 
tell him about it? 

Mr. Castillo. Where it was. 

Mr. Cohen. What else? 

Mr. Castillo. As I said earlier, my recollection of that time, the 
construction hadn’t even started and [deleted] and that—that is 
about it. 

Mr. Cohen. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Castillo. I don’t recall anymore. 

Chairman Hamilton. Before going to Chairman Rodino, may I 
say that after reviewing the number of persons who want to ask 
questions, Chairman Inouye and I have decided that we will start 
with Assistant Secretary Abrams at 9:30 on Tuesday morning and 
[Mr. Castillo] will be our last witness today. 

We have one housekeeping matter to resolve and if Chairman 
Rodino will excuse us for just a moment, we want to have a declas¬ 
sified version of today’s transcript released and to release an execu¬ 
tive session transcript of the two committees requires adoption by 
each house of a motion. 

Accordingly, I will move that the House Select Committee re¬ 
lease a declassified version of today’s transcript and I will ask for a 
vote at this time. 

All in favor say aye. 

Opposed, no. 

The ayes have it. 

The motion is earned. 
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Chairman Inouye. 

Chairman Inouye. I would entertain a motion. 

Mr. Rudman. I so move on behalf of the Senate committee. 
Chairman Inouye. All in favor say aye. 

Against, nay. 

The ayes have it. 

So ordered. 

Chairman Hamilton. That matter is resolved. 

Without objection, exhibits TC-1 through TC-14 will be made 
part of the record. 

The chair recognizes Chairman Rodino. 

Mr. Rodino. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Castillo, you have been asked several questions by Senator 
Cohen regarding the Hull episode. Were there any other occasions 
on which you discussed John Hull or the Hull investigation with 
North other than those that you have already described? 

Mr. Castillo. None that I recall, sir. 

Mr. Rodino. Did you discuss him with Ambassador Tambs? 

Mr. Castillo. Only as it applied to some matter that might have 
been in the press. But not other than that. 

Mr. Rodino. Like what? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, Hull was very active in supporting the Re¬ 
sistance people with food and medical supplies. He was getting 
large amounts, shiploads of rice from the Christian assistance orga¬ 
nizations, and he would invariably run afoul of the leftists in that 
area of Costa Rica and there were always problems. 

Mr. Rodino. Was there any indication that he was involved with 
gun running? 

prop cr tic^ wor o ^ U Bod 

never heard of John Hull being involved with any illicit activity at 
all. 


Mr. Rodino. When did you first learn of the FBI investigation re¬ 
garding the Contra gunrunning involving John Hull and others? 

Mr. Castillo. When the U.S. attorney appeared with two FBI 
agents at the embassy. 

Mr. Rodino. Were they the ones that told you? 

Mr. Castillo. They told me about the allegations against John 
Hull, yes. 

Mr. Rodino. And what were the allegations? 

Mr. Castillo. That this—That these individuals in south Florida 
had somehow transported weapons from south Florida to John 
Hull’s property in Costa Rica, and they named some names. They 
asked me about some of these people, and I gave them the informa¬ 
tion that I had available to me at the time. 

Mr. Rodino. Did you ever learn of it before that time prior to the 
prosecutor lettingyou know? 

Mr. Castillo. There had been allegations of two or three people 
in the press, but— __ 

Mr. Rodino. Did anybody tell you beforehand? 

Mr. Castillo. Not that I recall, sir. 

Mr. Rodino. Not that you recall. 

Mr. Castillo. No. 

Mr. Rodino. You don't know whether you were told or not? 
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Mr. Castillo. To the best of my knowledge, sir, there was no offi¬ 
cial CIA [deleted] interest or investigation in John Hull or any of 
the other allegations. 

Mr. Rodino. Well, for other them the CIA [deleted] interests, did 
anyone else tell you other than the prosecutor? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Rodino. Did you have any communication with Colonel 
North regarding this? 

Mr. Castillo. I don’t recall any. 

Mr. Rodino. After learning of the investigation by the prosecu¬ 
tor, did you report this to your headquarters? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Rodino. There was no reason to? 

Mr. Castillo. No reason to. It was an embassy matter. 

Mr. Rodino. Is that routine? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Rodino. You don’t, notwithstanding the fact that there 
might be some criminal violation, you don’t do anything? 

Mr. Castillo. Sir, this was an official FBI investigation into 
these allegations concerning either American residents in the 
United States—foreigners who were resident in the United States, 
or American residents in Costa Rica. Therefore, that is all handled 
either through the Department of State or through, with cables 
from Costa Rica originating from the Consul General’s office or 
through the legal attache or FBI agents. 

Mr. Rodino. You don’t monitor it? 

Mr. Castillo. Pardon me? 

Mr. Rodino. You don’t monitor the investigation or follow it in 
any way? 

Mr. Castillo. Only to the extent to learn if it in any way in¬ 
volves anyone [deleted] who may be involved in an operational ac¬ 
tivity that we have a part to play in. There was none in this case. 

Mr. Rodino. Do you know whether or not there were any steps 
that were taken by Colonel North to limit this investigation? 

Mr. Castillo. I do not know, sir. 

Mr. Rodino. Mr. Castillo, the committees have received some evi¬ 
dence that on one or two occasions in 1986 airplanes used by vari¬ 
ous people involved in the resupply operations may have been 
seized by local countries‘because the planes had been involved in 
narcotics trafficking. Did you have any role on any of these occa¬ 
sions in getting these planes released to the owners? 

Mr. Ca8tillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Rodino. There was no occasion at all? 

Mr. Castillo. Of a seized aircraft? 

Mr. Rodino. Right. 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Rodino. Did you ever have it called to your attention that 
some of these planes which were being used in the resupply oper- 
ations were planes that had been used actually in drug trafficking? 

Mr. Castillo. I heard in the testimony of one of the witnesses— 
and I don’t recall who it was, I think it was Rob Owen—that, in 
fact, one of the NHAO planes that was used in a resupply or at¬ 
tempted resupply had, in fact, come under suspicion of the DEA or 
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one of the countries that it had some connection with drugs. But I 
did not know of that until that testimony was given. 

Mr. Rodino. Knowing just that, was there any further concern 
on your part that this might be the case and that these same re¬ 
supply planes would be trafficking in drugs and going back and 
forth to the United States with them? 

Mr. Castillo. I had no reason to believe that at all. 

Mr. Rodino. Was there any evidence that you were aware that 
any of the Southern Front commanders were involved with individ¬ 
uals who were engaged in narcotics trafficking? 

Mr. Castillo. We had received reports from time to time that 
that was so. 

Mr. Rodino. Did you report this to the CIA lawyers? 

Mr. Castillo. To CI A lawyers and to the DEA. Each and every 
time, regardless of whether it was confirmed or unconfirmed, or 
whether it was a rumor, every hint of it was immediately transmit¬ 
ted to the appropriate agency, and the reason for that is that I 
knew that any taint whatsoever of drug trafficking with the Resist¬ 
ance would be the death knell for the Resistance. 

Mr. Rodino. Were you aware of what action was taken when 
you—when this was reported? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Rodino. What action was taken? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, the DEA conducted a very active investiga¬ 
tion into several people who were connected with Eden Pastora, 
several of his pilots, several of his lieutenants. 

I understand that several cases have been made against them or 
that they were in the process of, as of the fall, summer or fall of 
1986, in the process of bringing to fruition several other cases. 

Mr. Rodino. Mr. Castillo, you as the Chief of Station and as a 
CIA operative, I know that you have been very careful about the 
conduct of your operations and I detect this throughout your testi¬ 
mony. Yet—and I would like you to respond to this in the best way 
you can—you talked about your having been surprised at Elliott 
Abrams knowing about Point West. Then in talking about Owen, 
Robert Owen, who came down to see you, and Robert Owen, who 
you said knew as a collaborator; as a friend—that is as far as I 
was able to detect, that you hadn't any more knowledge about him— 
but that it seems to me he was able to come down there, film. 

Did you know whether or not he had any security clearances or 
was this of any concern to you? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, for the approximately one year before I actu¬ 
ally met Robert Owen in the Ambassador’s office, we had heard 
that Rob Owen was a contact of a number of the Resistance people. 
Some of these people we could have no contact with because they 
were American mercenaries. Some of these people, and American 
mercenaries working with Eden Pastora’s people, or the Indians, or 
—the-Creoles, or the Negro Chamorro group, some peo ple whe re they 
had contact with f or one reason or another, we h ad never been able 
to establish in our normal routine way of doing Business be able to" 
contact because they were always up in the bush. 

But he did. And he had a very good reputation among these 
people as being a good listener, sympathetic to them, and so forth. 


75-421 0 - 88-3 
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I met him in the Ambassador’s office and he volunteered the in¬ 
formation—as you know, sir, Americans can volunteer for the CIA 
without having to, or they can’t be asked to do so. 

When he volunteered this information, I readily accepted it. I 
met with him on a number of occasions after that; introduced him 
to one of my officers who regularly met with him when he was in 
town so he could volunteer that information. 

We found it extremely useful for background, for rounding out 
the parts that we didn’t know. • 

I might add, that [C/CATF] at one time was so impressed with 
Mr. Owen that he was being considered as a possible applicant for 
the clandestine service. 

The man is—has all of the attributes that we want in our offi¬ 
cers. 

Mr. Rodino. You were satisfied though from all of this despite 
the fact that we have heard very much of the helpful activities of 
Mr. Owen in regard to support for the Contras, but nonetheless, 
didn’t this raise some question in your mind as to whether or not 
he was a genuine operative or not? 

What bothers me is you said you were concerned when you 
learned that Elliott Abrams knew about Point West but with Mr. 
Owen he was down there, he was filming, doing all of these things, 
which in my judgment at least—I may be utterly mistaken—would 
have raised some questions. 

Mr. Castillo. Sir, when a lower level U.S. official speaks to an 
official of the rank of Mr. Abrams, a senior foreign policy State De¬ 
partment representative, and he hears about what he thought was 
an activity being carried out by private Americans with the conno¬ 
tation that there is an official connection, it is cause for surprise. 

It is not cause for surprise to have a private American going 
about what he—what is—in pursuit of his own personal interests 
as in the case of Robert Owen. 

The fact that I had accompanied Robert Owen is not necessarily 
a surprising thing, but to have the Assistant Secretary of State 
query me out of the clear blue sky in front of two of my officers 
about something they didn’t know about, yes, that surprised me. 

Mr. Rodino. Well, that surprises me. But let’s go on to something 
which I think is even of more consequence to me. You started off in 
your statement this morning, and in answer to one of the ques¬ 
tions, too, you stated, "My view was to develop political organiza¬ 
tions,” ana you talked about your role as passing passive informa¬ 
tion, and it seems to me that you alluded to this line because it 
seems this is the way you felt you would be within the Boland 
Amendment. Is that correct? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Rodino. Now, let me ask you, on exhibit 6, there is a mes¬ 
sage sent by [Castillo], 4-12-86, and it is apparently sent by you, 
and I read from it this. Do you know the third sentence from the 
—bottom? It says,- - 

My objective is creation of 2,600-man force which can strike northwest and link 
up with quiche to form solid southern force. Likewise, envisage formidable opposi¬ 
tion on Atlantic Coast resupplied at or by sea. Realise this may be overly ambitious 
planning but with your help believe we can pull it off. 
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Does that seem to be passive information? 

Mr. Castillo. Sir, that portion of that cable has caused me a 
great deal of concern. 

Mr. Rodino. It causes me a great deal of concern. 

Mr. Castillo. And it should. And I would like to explain it 
within the context in which it was written. 

Mr. Rodino. But it was written? 

Mr. Castillo. Oh, yes, I wrote that. 

Mr. Rodino. OK. 

Mr. Castillo. It was done—first of all, let me explain that the 
communication between North and I—and this is one of many 
either telephone or on the KL-43 dealing with political matters. It 
is an informal communication. 

In other words, I wrote this late at night, to a friend, not to head¬ 
quarters, not formal, wasn’t going to be read by hundreds of people 
as our other staff cables are. 

It was written in an off-handed style. It was written in an off¬ 
handed style. This certainly should—there certainly should have 
been more appropriate wording. Let me say that essentially what it 
was, it was representing or I was advocating the views and taking 
the words as my own or making the words my own, but I was actu¬ 
ally advocating the view's of the Southern Front commanders. 

I am not a military officer. I have no military experience. I have 
no military background. This was their expectations, and I as¬ 
sumed them in terms of this particular message as my views in 
that informal method of communication that I used with Colonel 
North. 

Essentially, where it said, “your help,” essentially what it was, it 
was a pulling together of all the U.S. Government elements for the 
purpose of what this was. But it is brainstorming. It was nothing 
more than that. 


Mr. Rodino. Well, it is a message that you sent to Colonel North, 
who was involved in this effort, and you concluded in that para¬ 
graph by saying, “Realize this may be overly ambitious planning, 
but with your help, believe we can pull it off. 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Rodino. I mean, you are very careful in the way—in the 
manner in which you prepared your testimony here, I know, and it 
seems to me that this is a choice of words that if you were especially, 
as you say, sending this message at night, informally, at a time 
you might think even better, that this was something that you 
thought out; and when you talk about my objective is creation of 
2,600-man force, which can strike northwest and link up with 
Quiche to form solid southern force, and then conclude by saying, 
“with your help, we can pull it off' you know, it leaves, as you 
should well be, concerned, some of us concerns. 

Of course you offer this explanation at this time, but if one were 
to view this, it certainly doesn’t in any way come within the orbit 
of what you have been trying to say you have been attempting to 
do, and thatirto provide passive Information. 

Before you go further, there was another portion of this which 
was sent on—4-16-86—which seems to be an elaboration and I don’t 


understand that, but nonetheless, you use the words “when and 
where do you want this stuff? We are prepared to deliver as soon 
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as you call for it. Is there a UNO foreign communicator being 
placed in [deleted]? If so, please have this guy coordinate with 


placed in [deleted]? If so, please have this 
Ralph so that we have things wired together. 


3 guy coordinate witr 
Ralph so that we have things wired together. Also, wish to note my 
guvs are flying without any Intel.” 

My guys? 

Mr. Castillo. Sir, this was written by Colonel North, not by me. 
The 4-15 cable is addressed to me and it is signed B.T., Colonel 
North. And I need to go back and respond to your other observa¬ 
tions on the question of the creation of the force. 

Mr. Rodino. I am happy to have that explanation as to that. You 
tell me you want to respond? 

Mr. Castillo. With all due respect, I am sure you are just as— 
and I certainly don’t mean to equate myself to you—but I am sure 
you are just as careful in your writing and in your speaking in a 

E ublic forum as I would be when I am communicating with my 
eadquarters or in an official capacity. But I am talking to Ollie 
North, Colonel North in terms, in this informal- 


Mr. Rodino. Who is your friend? 

Mr. Castillo. My friend, not my superior. I don’t take orders 
from him. 


Mr. Rodino. But who is involved and who is directing this effort? 
Mr. Castillo. No, sir, not in my estimation. I never considered 
him as a Commander in Chief. 


Mr. Rodino. You didn't report to anybody else? 

Mr. Castillo. I most certainly did, sir. I reported to the Central 
Intelligence Agency. I was sharing with him a view as I would 
share with you, had you come [deleted] and wanted to know about 
the Southern Front. I would have given you the same kind of open, 
candid, frank remarks that I gave to many of your colleagues who 
came [deleted]. 

Sir, to discuss this with another American official, a U.S. Gov¬ 
ernment official of higher rank who had a key role to play in the 
policy of the United States,' concerning Central America, was to me 
a very important duty of mine and to be openly candid and frank 
with him, to share my views with him. Even to adopt the views of 
the Southern Front commanders, as my own, was essential to that 
responsibility that I had. 

I was not talking to a Nicaraguan. I was not giving a Nicaraguan 
military planning advice. I was talking to the Deputy Director of 
Political Military Affairs. 

Mr. Rodino. Let me- 


Mr. Castillo. I don’t mean to be contentious, sir, I apologize. 

Mr. Rodino. No, no, no. I understand, but let me ask you this— 
this is my last question. Did you cable to your headquarters the 
text of the message that you were sending to Colonel North? 

Mr. Castillo. No sir, I did not. However, in this particular case, 
the question of the creation of a strike force as a brainstorming 
concept, I did, I actually sat and expanded on that particular idea 
of what was needed in the interest of the resumption of funding. 

-1 wrote this as a long range view of how the Southern Front 

might be successful. In fact, that I fortunately did cable to head¬ 
quarters. 

Mr. Rodino. I want to say, Mr. Castillo, 1 appreciate what you 
have got to say to me and my time is up, but it seems to me in 
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your expanding, as you say, you were the Station Chief, you were 
the man in charge at that particular time in that particular area, 
and this was an important element that was being put into the 
whole thing, it seems to me, and coming from you, it had to be seri¬ 
ously considered. 

I am advised, Mr. Castillo, and you can correct me, you said that 
this was done at night but the message that we are talking about 
was sent at 10:30 a.m. Now, it may be that your memory is not cor¬ 
rect on that. Is it? 

Mr. Castillo. Generally I wrote these messages at night. Some¬ 
times I can't make a connection at night with the telephone lines 
and I would just leave it stored in the machine and send it out 
whenever the next available time was. I don’t remember, but the 
genera) idea was after the long day at work is when I had my con¬ 
tacts with Colonel North ana I would just sit down and sort of 
write the thing up. 

Mr. Rodino. Thank you very much, Mr. Castillo. 

Chairman Hamilton. We turn now to questions under the 5- 
minute rule and Senator McClure. 

Mr. McClure. Mr. Chairman, I don’t have a question of the wit¬ 
ness. I have a question of the process. You haa earlier identified 
the fact that we had taken action to release a declassified version 
of the transcript and in that connection, made certain exhibits part 
of the record. ! assume by that order that the exhibits also will be 
made part of that release. My understanding is that the exhibits 
are also subjected to the same kind of declassification as is the 
transcript. 

Chairman Hamilton. That is our understanding, yes. 

Mr. McClure. And that if any portion of a message or the mes¬ 
sage itself would be violative of the security requirements, then 
that portion of the message or the entire message would not be re¬ 
leased even though the exhibits have been made a part of the 
record? 

Chairman Hamilton. I think the Senator’s understanding is cor¬ 
rect. 

Mr. McClure. I thank the chairman. 

Chairman Hamilton. Senator Mitchell. 

Mr. Mitchell. Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Castillo- 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mitchell. This morning you described in some detail the 
role you played in the area of resupply operation, which was that 
of transmitting information between the two parties, that is the 
Southern Front forces on the ground, and those who were going 
to—who did, in fact, drop the supplies to them, and you described it 
in some detail. 

Is it fair to say that your role was one crucial to the success of 
that resupply effort when it did succeed in that it provided a vital 
communications link between the resupply effort and those on the 
ground receiving it? 

Mr. Castillo. Possibly. There may have been— if it hadn’t been 
done that way, presumably some other way would have been found. 

Mr. Mitchell. Clearly there had to be some method of communi¬ 
cating between those who were delivering the supplies and those 
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who were receiving them. You supplied that link, acknowledging 
that if you had not done so, some other route would have been 
found. Nonetheless, to the extent that you did supply it, would it 
not be fair to describe it as a crucial role but for which the oper¬ 
ation would not have succeeded? 

Mr. Castillo. Terms of security. This was not something that 
could be done by open telephone lme, so there had to be somebody 
with a mechanism to be able to handle the messages coming from 
the commanders, we knew that was coming securely by one time 
pad, but then to get it to the private benefactors, it wasn’t a matter 
where somebody could pick up a phone and call them and tell 
them, so in terms of security and the safe security of delivery, the 
answer is yes to the cruciality of that operation. 

Mr. Mitchell. And to the extent that, as you describe it, safe se¬ 
curity was required, it made the ability of the participants to get 
someone else to perform that crucial role more difficult or limit¬ 
ed—the additional requirement of security, if you follow my 
point- 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mitchell. If you had not been available and had not per¬ 
formed that crucial role, it would have been difficult because, as 
you said, you couldn’t just pick up the phone and do that. 

Mr. Castillo. Correct. 

Mr. Mitchell. You testified this morning that you heard of Rob 
Owen before you met him on that occasion when he came down, 
and you went to visit the airstrip at the Point West, but you didn’t 
know him. 

Mr.. C A8n llo. That is correct. 

Mr. Mitchell. How had you heard of him previously? 

Mr. Castillo. Through reports that we were receiving [deleted]. 

Mr. Mitchell. I see. And had you heard that he was acting in 
behalf of Colonel North? 

Mr. Castillo. No, no. 

Mr. Mitchell. What had you heard of him? 

Mr. Castillo. That he was an American who was meeting with 
people throughout the [deleted] and that he was somehow connect¬ 
ed to private supporters. I don’t recall that Rob Owen specifically 
came to—the connection between Rob Owen and Colonel North 
specifically came to my knowledge until Ambassador Tambs made 
tne connection. 

Mr. Mitchell. So your initial impression was that he was associ¬ 
ated with the private benefactors. Then when you met him and Mr. 
Tambs made it clear to you- 

Mr. Castillo. Private benefactors being people who supplied. I 
don’t think I had connected Rob Owen with them. It was with pri¬ 
vate organizations, and there are a number of them, the Heritage 
Foundation and so forth—those were people that I connected Rob 
Owen with more them with private benefactors. 

Mr. Mitchell. But you later learned when you met him that he 
was, in fact, acting in behalf of Colonel North? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Mitchell. You also scud that you had known Rafael Quin¬ 
tero prior to the time that lie became involved in this, did you tes¬ 
tify to that? 
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Mr. Castillo. No. I only heard of Rafael Quintero when Colonel 
North told me that he was coming down to oversee construction of 
the airstrip. I had not known of him or heard of him before then. 

Mr. Mitchell. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Hamilton. Mr. Fascell. 

Mr. Fascell. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Castillo, were you a CIA asset prior to April 24,1967? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Fascell. Is that your lawyer on your right-hand side? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fascell. What is his name? 

Mr. Castillo. Thomas Wilson. 

Mr. Fascell. Is he your lawyer? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fascell. Paid by your funds? 

Mr. Castillo. We have an arrangement. 

Mr. Fascell. To your knowledge is he a CIA asset? 

Mr. Castillo. Absolutely not. 

Mr. Fascell. Is anybody in his law firm, to your knowledge? 

Mr. Castillo. I don’t believe so, but I would like to defer to coun¬ 
sel to answer the question. 

Mr. Fascell. If he cares to. 

Mr. Wilson. I would be happy to, Mr. Congressman. 

You have to understand I am Mr. Castillo’s counsel for purposes 
of these hearings only. I have no relationship whatsoever with the 
CIA, nor have I ever had since I left the service. 

Mr. Fascell. Which service? 

Mr. Wilson. The Army, sir. 

Mr. Fascell. I was curious, because I have never seen so many 
babysitters for a witness before any committee in the Congress. I 
don’t mean to be derogatory about it at all, just curious. We have, 
as I understand it, a representative from the CIA who is a congres¬ 
sional liaison representative, is that correct, in the audience? We 
have a White House counsel in the audience. We have three or 
four CIA representatives here somewhere. One representative. 
Were there others here earlier, Mr. Chairman, that I didn’t know 
about? 

Chairman Hamilton. I am not aware of any others except the 
ones immediately behind the witness, Mr. Fascell. 

[Deleted]. I am with the General Counsel’s Office. [Deleted] is 
with me. 

Mr. Fascell. Mr. Castillo, are you testifying under any instruc¬ 
tions, directions, guidelines or threats? 

Mr. Castillo. I am testifying under advice of counsel. And I am 
telling you the truth. 

Mr. Fascell. I understand. 

I just wanted to find out what is going on. Do you know whether 
the deputy director—excuse me, acting director of the agency made 
a public statement that those persons who had gone to the inspec¬ 
tor general on round number one, should now take advantage of 
the opportunity to correct their testimony? 

Mr. Castillo. I remember reading it in the press. 

Mr. Fascell. Did you take advantage of that opportunity? 

Mr. Castillo. I had already retained counsel at that point. 
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Mr. Fascell. Did you go to the IG twice or three times, I am not 
quite clear on that? 

Mr. Castillo. I had several interviews with the IG. 

Mr. Fascell. Do you know how many other members of the 
agency went to the IG with regard to this investigation? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. I do not. 

Mr. Fascell. I am looking at a chronology, Mr. Castillo, that was 
prepared by the agency. I don’t see any date on it and I don’t know 
who prepared it. Do you have any idea? 

Mr. Castillo. I saw it together with counsel yesterday for a few 
minutes for the first time. 

Mr. Fascell. You did not participate in the structure or the con¬ 
struction of this particular chronology? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Fascell. Who is responsible, to your knowledge, is it in the 
agency to prepare a chronology? 

Mr. Castillo. I don't know. 

Mr. Fascell. Do you know whether or not this is an original or 
an amended one? 

Mr. Castillo. I have no idea. 

Mr. Fascell. Was there a working group in the CIA which was— 
a restricted working group to which you had any access? 

Mr. Castillo. In relation to what matter, sir? 

Mr. Fascell. Central America? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir, the Central American Task Force and I 
was on that task force officially from February of 1988, until July 
of 1984, and [deleted] is under that task force. 

Mr. Fascell. Who chairs it? 

Mr. Castillo. At the present time it is \C/CATF\. 

Mr. Fascell. Were you Station Chief when [deleted]? 

Mr. Castillo. I would like to consult with counsel for a moment. 


[Witness conferring with counsel.] 
Mr. Wilson. Mr. Fascell, our cone 


Mr. Wilson. Mr. Fascell, our concern is only a source and meth¬ 
ods concern and presumably the people who review the transcript 
will take care of that. 


Mr. Fascell. I am sure the agency will strike out [deleted] or any 
information with regard to the fact that [deleted]. 

[Deleted.] 

That is all, Mr. Chairman. Thank you. 

Chairman Hamilton. Senator Rudman. 


Mr. Rudman. I wonder if Mr. Barbadoro might get exhibit TC- 
15, just give a copy of that to counsel. 

Mr. Castillo, a few moments ago, and I will refer to the exhibit in 
a moment, a few moments ago, you talked about Mr. Owen, that he 
might be an ideal member of the clandestine service. Was that 
your statement or somebody else's statement? 

Mr. Castillo. No, I was repeating \C/CATF\ statement. 

Mr. Rudman. Did you agree with that? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Rudman. I want you to look at the TC-15. The statement 
gives me trouble because it is in conflict with your testimony. I am 
not drawing any conclusions as to who is right or wrong. 

The first four paragraphs—it is to “William"—that is North— 
from TC, the courier—Owen—dated April 7, 1986. The investiga- 
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tive team was headed by Jeffrey Feldman, Assistant U.S. Attorney, 
Southern District of Florida. He had with him a special agent from 
Panama and two from Miami. They are Kevin Currier and George 
Kzynski, who is with the antiterrorist task force. 

In the past he had followed and been assigned to watch [deleted]. 
According to [Castillo ]—I assume that is you—Feldman looks to be 
wanting to build a career on this case. He even showed [Castillo] 
and the Ambassador a diagram with your name at the top, mine 
underneath and John's underneath mine, then a line connecting 
the various Resistance groups in Costa Rica. 

Feldman stated they were looking at the "big picture" and not 
only looking at a possible violation of the Neutrality Act, but at 
possible unauthorized use of Government funds—which if I were 
Colonel North getting that memo it would make me decidedly per¬ 
sonally nervous. 

Now you have testified that you did not say anything whatsoever 
to Mr. Owen. 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Rudman. That is not what this says. 

Mr. Castillo. I know that is not what it says, and I stand by 
what I said, to the word. I don’t know where ne got this from. I 
don’t recall ever saying—if I said anything about building a career 
on this case, it is—it was not in any way—does not in any way 
resemble that. 

I do not recall ever seeing a diagram. He may well have shown a 
diagram to the group, but it made no impression on me and I don’t 
ever recall saying anything to Rob Owen about that meeting in any 
way, shape or form. 

Now I have a pretty good memory, and I admit that I have for¬ 
gotten some things, and will forget, but I have absolutely no recol¬ 
lection of talking to Rob Owen about that meeting. 

Mr. Rudman. We accept your testimony. We accept everyone’s 
testimony. 

Mr. Castillo. Certainly you are doubtful, sir. 

Mr. Rudman. You are reading something into my question. I like 
to clear up conflicts in testimony. 

Mr. Castillo. I apologize. 

Mr. Rudman. I am not casting doubt on you, saying I believe you 
or don’t believe Owen. I am trying to find out the truth. We are 
not prosecuting anybody here. 

Did you talk to Owen about anything to do with Mr. Feldman? 

Mr. Castillo. I don’t recall mentioning anything about Feldman 
to Owen. 

Mr. Rudman. [Deleted]? 

Mr. Castillo. Who [deleted]? 

Mr. Rudman. Yes. 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir, I did not. I wasn’t about to interfere in a 
U.S. Federal investigation [deleted]. That was up to him to resolve 
by himself. 

Mr. Rudman. See the problem reading your testimony and your 
deposition and looking at this statement, Mr. Castillo, I haven’t 
had any trouble with your testimony. The only time I had a prob¬ 
lem is when we got to this terrible conflict. 
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If you look at the situation as existed, you would agree with me 
that at the time April 7, 1986, you had an ongoing relationship in 
an official capacity with Colonel North? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Rudman. You got to know Owen pretty well? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Rudman. [Deleted]? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. Rudman. And these three feds come flying in from Miami 
brandishing badges and aro about to launch investigations against 
three of your friends. It is not illegal that meaning no harm you 
would say to Owen or to North, “You fellows better watch what 
you are doing because there are people who think you are doing 
something wrong.” That wouldn’t be unnatural, and it might not 
even be wrong. 

Mr. Castillo. Correct. 

Mr. Rudman. You want to stick by your testimony? 

Mr. Castillo. Absolutely. Let me explain to you, first of all—be¬ 
cause I happened to have this relationship with Colonel North 
doesn't mean that I run to him and tell him about the three feds 
flying in. Secondly, Owen, for the most part, didn't meet with me 
after the fall of 1986, or so. He met with one of my officers. 

When he was in [deleted], he would occasionally drop in. We 
would chat and he would be on his way, but he met with one of my 
officers, because I simply didn’t have the time to deal with him. So 
to be specific about this particular thing, I know that I just never 
talked to him about it. 

Mr. Rudman. Do you know who did tell him, because somebody 
obviously told him. 

Mr. Castillo. Somebody told him and I don’t know who it was. 
My officer wasn’t present, wouldn't have seen Feldman—it could 
have been somebody in the Embassy, I don’t know, but it wasn’t 
me. 

Mr. Rudman. It is a fair assumption it was somebody in the Em¬ 
bassy? 

Mr. Castillo. It could have been the Ambassador—I don’t know. 

Mr. Rudman. Well, you have already told us who was at the 
meeting and I believe you said the Ambassador, yourself, and sev¬ 
eral other people, counsel down there- 

Mr. Castillo. The Consul General- 

Mr. Rudman. He was there. There were a number of people but 
Mr. Owen doesn’t say that any of those people told him, he says 
you told him. 

Mr. Castillo. There was another aspect to this case. I don’t 
think this thing amounted to a hill of beans anyway because they 
were talking about people who were sitting in jail and would 
c hang e their testimony, from what I heard second hand from 
others, they would change their testimony depending on whether 
or not they felt like it. 

Mr. Rudman. You may not think it amounts to a hill of beans, 
but I assume if anybody showed you a diagram with Oliver North’s 
name on it and told you it was a subject of a Federal investigation, 
that would amount to a considerable hill of beans, I would think. 
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Mr. Castillo. They were telling us about allegations that people 
in jail in Miami or in jail in San Jose were telling them. That 
doesn’t give, in my view, any authenticity or substantiation to an 
allegation. 

Colonel North was constantly being dragged into the press as 
being one of the poobahs involved with the Contras. 

Mr. Rudman. I couldn’t agree more that allegations don’t 
amount to anything, but the reason I asked the question is we are 
going to write a report. The report is going to become public. If I 
nave anything to do with writing the report, I am going to make 
sure of one thing, the substantial conflicts of testimony that are 
unresolved will be clearly shown in our report. 

We have an obligation and I thought you would have an ample 
opportunity- 

Mr. Castillo. If I could remember if this happened, I would tell 
you. I have no recollection of ever saying this to Rob Owen. 

Mr. Rudman. I would say, Mr. Chairman, that the reason this is 
terribly important is because as this investigation goes on and as 
we get into other witnesses in Phase II, this is going to be impor¬ 
tant, not particularly as to Mr. Castillo, but it is going to be impor¬ 
tant generally as to our investigation into who knew and what they 
knew and what they did, which Chairman Rodino referred to. 

I think Mr. Castillo is giving an honest recollection, but it will 
all come together as we look at other factors involved. 

Thank you, Mr. Castillo. 

Mr. Castillo. Thank you. I apologize. 

Mr. Rudman. Don’t apologize! it is a closed hearing and you are 
an animated man and I am a little animated myself. That doesn’t 
have to be in the record, but I suspect that it may be. 

Chairman Hamilton. [Deleted]. 

Mr. Courter. 

Mr. Courter. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I don’t have a whole lot. To your knowledge, was the Hasenfus 
flight that went down the only resupply airplane that was shot 
down inside Nicaragua? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Courter. When you communicated—if you would elaborate 
on the substance of your communications with the private individ¬ 
uals, the PBs, if you would, I know that you had contacts at least 
through the operation of giving logistic information, but how about 
the private network? What type of communications did you have 
with them? 

Mr. Castillo. The private network? I only communicated with 
Rafael Quintero. 

Mr. Courter. He was the only individual that you communicated 
with—how many times or how often would you communicate with 
him’ 

Mr. Castillo. Well, it would be one or two messages before a 
flight and one message or so after a flight. 

Mr. Courter. What would the substance of those messages 
before and what would the substance of those messages after be? 

Mr. Castillo. It concerned the geographic coordinates, time, 
date, from the private benefactor side, number of bundles, what 
they contained. 
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From the commanders* side it would be receipt of the bundles or 
the information that the commanders had given me concerning the 
receipt of the bundles or the non-receipt, as it was. 

But there were messages which anticipated a flight and they 
were later aborted. 

Mr.. Courtbr. Would you characterize your communications with 
the private benefactors as one of a conduit of information or would 
you oe giving advice with regard to the operation? 

Mr. Castillo. It was a conduit, sir. 

Mr. Courtbr. How did you communicate to the private benefac¬ 
tors? How was that done? 

Mr. Castillo. Using the KL-43 and a telephone line. 

Mr. Courtbr. And were those messages transcribed? 

Mr. Castillo. I did not know that any of these messages were 
transcribed until they were shown to me by the Tower Commission. 

Mr. Courtbr. When they were shown to you by the Tower Com¬ 
mission, did it appear as if all the messages were transcribed or 
were some left out? 

Mr. Castillo. I was only shown a sample and I still don’t know 
how many messages or what were transcribed. 

Mr. Courtbr. And your testimony is that the contacts you had 
with the private benefactors were more in relationship to a conduit 
of information rather than the participation in planning activities? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir, with Mr. Quintero. 

Mr. Courtbr. With Mr. Quintero. 

Were you, Mr. Castillo, shown any legal opinions by anybody 
during- tne time you were a8signed-{deleted}-A8-Ch ief o f Station, 
that would be legal opinions on your activity vis-a-vis congressional 
mandates, Boland Amendment, revisions of same- 

Mr. Castillo. Not that I recall. 

Mr. Courtbr. Did you not testify a while back that the—an indi¬ 
vidual that assured you that your activity and contacts with the 
private benefactors and contacts with the Contras—that Oliver 
North assured you that your activity was within the law? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir, in response to my question. 

Mr. Courtbr. Did you ask anybody else besides Oliver North or 
did anybody else give you an oral opinion as to the legality of your 
participation besides Oliver North? 

Mr. Castillo. On several occasions when we had Chiefs of Sta¬ 
tion meetings, we would discuss it and the understanding that 
headquarters officers had would be conveyed to us. 

Mr. Courtbr. Who was the headquarters officer that would par¬ 
ticipate in that meeting which would convey to you basically an 
oral legal opinion as to the legality of your actions? 

Mr. Castillo. \C/CATF], 

Mr. Courtbr. Was it only [C/CATFft 

Mr. Castillo. To the best of my opinion. 

Mr. Colrte*. Did he read from a written opinion or was it basi¬ 
cally an oral statement? 

Mr. Castillo. An oral statement within the context of a discus¬ 
sion. 

Mr. Courtbr. Was this something that you would solicit or did 
he spontaneously assure you that your activities were within the 
law? 
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Mr. Castillo. Both ways. We would ask questions. 

Mr. Courter. Was his legal opinions or repetition of legal opin¬ 
ions, was it ever transcribed or any contemporaneous memoran¬ 
dum written by you or anybody else with regard to those opinions? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir, no recollection ana that wouldn't be the 
way we work anyway. 

Mr. Courter. Thank you. 

Chairman Hamilton. Senator McClure. 

Mr. McClure. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Castillo, do you know Felix Rodriguez? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. McClure. I suppose you know that he was involved down 
there, may still be? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 

Mr. McClure. Did you have contact with him with respect to his 
operations there and what he was doing? 

Mr. Castillo. I made a telephone call to him in Miami, from 
Miami, to express a sense of camaraderie with him, but no discus¬ 
sion of his operation or mine. 

Mr. McClure. Did he speak to you about Mr. Quintero? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. McClure. So his opinion of Mr. Quintero was never trans¬ 
mitted to you? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. I knew him when he was an agency officer 
and it was just a good-will call, there was no business discussed. 

Mr. McClure. Did he discuss with you any question with respect 
to the private efforts of the people that were involved in it, General 
Secord, the various people who may have been at one time associat¬ 
ed with Mr. Wilson? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. There was no discussion or no talk about 
this at all. 

Mr. McClure. Did you know anything about Mr. Wilson and 
the—his involvement with Qadhafi in Libya? 

Mr. Castillo. Only what I have read in a book. The New York 
Times magazine, a Sunday magazine, I think, had something on 
that. 

Mr. McClure. It must be an unimpeachable source. Were you 
aware of the persons who were associated with Mr. Wilson by 
name that might have shown up or did show up in connection with 
these private contributors? 

Mr. Castillo. The only two people that I knew that I had any 
contact with were Mr. Quintero and General Secord. 

Mr. McClure. And there was never expressed to you by anyone 
the concern over the coincidence of personalities? 

Mr. Castillo. I raised that concern with Colonel North about 
General Secord after I had read the reference in the book to him, 
and as I testified earlier. Colonel North assured me that the matter 
concerning General Secord’s relationship with Wilson had been re¬ 
solved. 

Mr. McClure. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Hamilton. Mr. Foley? 

Mr. Foley. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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I believe you testified, Mr. Castillo, that it was your suggestion 
that the airstrip be considered. You were the first person who sug¬ 
gested it; is that correct? 

Mr. Castillo. In an evolutionary way in my discussions with 
Ambassador Tambs, yes, sir. 

Mr. Foley. And it was your—it was [deleted] who suggested the 
site? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Foley. And facilitated the cover for the airstrip? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Foley. And agreed to provide the continuing circumstances 
under which the airfield would be operated? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

[Deleted]. 

Mr. Foley. When you testified about being up late trying to help 
coordinate and plan these airdrops- 

Mr. Castillo. Not coordinate and plan, sir. 

Mr. Foley. What were you doing? 

Mr. Castillo. Passing information. 

Mr. Foley. Do you have to remain up to 2:00 or 3:00 in the morn¬ 
ing to pass information? 

Mr. Castillo. Given the nature of the telephone service in Cen¬ 
tral America to get through one message would take several hours. 

Mr. Foley. There wasn’t anybody else that could do this work? 

Mr. Castillo. And then wait for the response from the communi¬ 
cations center that the flight had actually made the delivery and 
that- 

Mr. Foley. Isn’t that a fine line between passing information and 
planning and coordinating? 

Mr. Castillo. Planning and coordination is when vou, when I, if 
I had control over the timing, the flight, the area wnere it is to be 
received, having the people in that area, that is correct. That 
would be coordination or planning. 

I had no control. We were told when a shipment would come. 

Mr. Foley. Were you the only person in the station who was au¬ 
thorized to provide this information? 

Do you have anybody in the station that could assist you in any 
way with this? 

Mr. Castillo. I had officers who routinely went to the communi¬ 
cations centers. 

Mr. Foley. I guess, my question is I don’t quite understand why 
it took you, the Station Chief, to 2 or 3 o’clock in the morning to 

! >ass routine information that dealt with weather, vectors, ana so 
orth, when any officer of the station could have done so. 

Was any judgment involved in passing that information or was it 
just the passing of information? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir, iust the passing of information. 

Mr. Foley. Let me ask you if you were so busy that this was a 
requirement that kept you up to the early hours of the morning, 
wouldn’t you pass it off to an officer? 

Mr. Castillo. Because I had the KL-43. 

Mr. Foley. And that you alone could utilize that instrument as 
far as you were concerned? 
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Mr. Castillo. As far as I was concerned, I was the only one 
that—it was given to me. 

Mr. Folby. As a person and not as a CIA Station Chief? 

Mr. Castillo. As—well, I don’t think I ever saw it in that light, 
but- 

Mr. Folby. My time is up. 

Did anybody else in the station know about the device? 

Mr. Castillo. Others may have seen it because they might 
have—it was next to my desk in the back or- 

Mr. Foley. But you didn’t tell anybody else about it? 

Mr. Castillo. Not purposefully, no. 

Mr. Foley. Thank you. 

Chairman Hamilton. Senator Sarbanes. 

Mr. Sarbanes. Mr. Castillo, just to followup on Congressman 
Foley’s questioning, how many messages did you send over your 
KL-43? 

Mr. Castillo. On the low side, 30; on the high side, maybe 35-40. 
Well, around 30. 

Mr. Sarbanes. To whom did you send them? 

Mr. Castillo. To either Colonel North or to Mr. Quintero. 

Mr. Sarbanes. So your communications on your KL-43 were to 
either North or Quintero, is that correct? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sarbanes. How many messages did you receive on your KL- 
43? 

Mr. Castillo. About the same number. 

Mr. Sarbanes. And from whom? 

Mr. Castillo. Mr. Quintero and Mr.—Colonel North. 

Mr. Sarbanes. Only? 

Mr. Castillo. Only. 

[Deleted]. 

Mr. Sarbanes. Who was at that meeting with the President? 

Mr. Castillo. The President, of course, Mr. Regan; Admiral Poin¬ 
dexter, Colonel North, [deleted], my wife, the photographer and 
myself. 

Mr. Sarbanes. Did the President address Admiral Poindexter at 
that meeting as vou recall? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Sarbanes. Or Colonel North? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Sarbanes. Now, on the airstrip, you said in response to a 
question, earlier, that it was never used in a regular resupply oper¬ 
ation, as I recall your testimony. 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Sarbanes. How much was it used, however? 

Mr. Castillo. As far as I know, it was only used for that emer¬ 
gency landing when the plane got stuck in the mud. 

Mr. Sarbanes. That was the only time it was used? 

Mr. Castillo. For a resupply plane, that is correct. 

Mr. Sarbanes. Was it used for other purposes? 

Mr. Castillo. As I testified earlier, I think that they brought in 
some construction material, wood planks, or wood board, boards of 
wood, gasoline drums to operate a generator, and a generator. I 
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think that is—that may have been one flight, one construction 
supply flight. 

Mr. Sarbanes. I take it you would have known if it was being 
used, would you not? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, there is no guarantee, because I didn’t have 
any control over these people. 

Mr. Sarbanes. Well, that was part of your intelligence gathering. 
Didn't you regard it as a responsibility to know what was happen* 
ing at that airstrip? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, I would like to think that my intelligence 
gathering was at a. satisfactory level, but there obviously are times 
when we have gape. 

Mr. Sarbanes. Do you think we can take your statement as to 
how much it was used and by whom as an accurate statement of 
what happened at that airstrip? 

Mr. Ca8tillo. I would hope you can. 

Mr. Sarbanes. Now, just as a matter of curiosity, because it was 
raised by the Ambassador, was this room 310 at the hotel there? 

Mr. Castillo. I have no idea. 

Mr. Sarbanes. You have no idea? 

Mr. Castillo. I have no idea. I heard it, and I wondered what he 
was talking about. I don’t know. 

Mr. Sarbane8. Now, would you say that the Ambassador was 
giving you direction and orders in all of this matter about estab¬ 
lishing a Southern Front? 

Mr. Castillo. No. No, sir. 

Mr. Sarbanes. Were you doing it on your own? Were you work¬ 
ing as an independent operator from the Ambassador? 

Mr. Castillo. Sir, the Ambassador had his own concept of what 
he would like to have accomplished in terms of a political unifica¬ 
tion and military activity in the south. His desires and his expecta¬ 
tions were, of course, limited by what was possible, and while he 
may have desired something, it was not possible to accomplish it 
because of the restrictions. 

I followed the restrictions. I think the Ambassador followed the 
restrictions. I can’t speak for the Ambassador, and he has to speak 
for himself, but if he said something, as in the case of the Pastora- 
Singlaub agreement, that I felt was wrong, I told him, and I told 
him it was wrong in that case. 

Mr. Sarbanes. All right. My final question: Since you have been 
back, where have you been located and what have you been doing? 

Mr. Castillo. I was officially recalled to Washington to serve on 
a promotion panel. I did so for approximately 2V6 weeks of the 4 or 
5-week length of the panel. At the end of 2Vfe weeks, because of cir¬ 
cumstances I described earlier, I was placed on administrative 
leave. I have done nothing—excuse me—I have had no activity, no 
work activity. 

Mr. Sarbanes. Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Hamilton. Mr. Stokes. 

Mr. Stokes. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Castillo- - 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Stores. During the 20 years you have been employed by the 
CIA, on how many occasions have you worked with the National 
Security Council? 

Mr. Castillo. This is the only occasion, sir. 

Mr. Stokes. Being familiar with the term “chain of command,” 
did you consider that a Colonel, such as Colonel North, being a 
staff member of the National Security Council, was inside or out¬ 
side of your chain of command? 

Mr. Castillo. He was outside the chain of command, sir. 

Mr. Stores. If a case officer working under you were to be secret¬ 
ly in touch with the National Security Council staff would he be 
inside or outside the chain of command? 

Mr. Castillo. He would be acting improperly. 

Mr. Stokes. Now, you were interviewed by the OIG and also the 
Tower Commission, were you not? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stokbs. And in the case of the OIG, when you were first 
interviewed by them, were you entirely truthful with them? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. 

Mr. Stokes. And in the case of the Tower Commission when they 
first interviewed you, were you- 

Mr. Ca8tillo. Pardon me? 

Mr. Stokes. The Tower Commission, when they interviewed you, 
were you entirely truthful with them? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir, I was not. 

Mr. Stokes. OK. 

Mr. Castillo. However, I was acting within the guidelines that I 
understood both with the IG and with the Tower Commission, con¬ 
cerning my participation in the resupply activity. 

Mr. Stores. You say you were acting within the guidelines that 
you understood. You mean you understood from whom? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. I understood it from the division 
chief, [C/LA], and I believe I also discussed it with a staff officer of 
the Central American Task Force, and it was my understanding 
that the Deputy Director of Operations had negotiated with the IG 
that I would be questioned only about my participation in the air 
supply activity. And when I was queried by both the IG and the 
Tower Commission, I responded in that, within those parameters. 

Mr. Stokes. But no one ever told you, did they, that you were not 
to tell the truth? 

Mr. Castillo. Pardon me? 

Mr. Stokes. But no one ever told you, did they, that you were not 
to tell the truth? 

Mr. Castillo. Oh, no, not to—no. 

Mr. Stokes. No one told you that you should be deceptive, did 
they? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Stokes. Now, they did ask you—the IG did ask you whether 
or not you had any contact with Quintero? 

Mr. Castillo. I don’t remember the questions that they asked me 
but they may have. 

Mr. Stores. Do you recall them asking you about the nature of 
your communications with North? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. 
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Mr. Stokes. What did you tell them? 

Mr. Castillo. That it was limited to political matters. 

Mr. Stokes. Did they ask you about the airstrip? 

Mr. Castillo. No. 

Mr. Stokes. They did not ask you about the airstrip? 

Mr. Castillo. I don't believe they did, no, sir. 

I believe the only question—of course that is January and a lot 
has happened since tnen—but to the best of my recollection they 
only asked me about the resupply flights and the passing of infor¬ 
mation and how I did it. 

Mr. Stokes. Did they ask you about General Secord and whether 
you knew him or not? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir, I don't recall that question. 

Mr. Stokes. Well, I want to read to you from the OIG in your 
interview and ask you this question: In his first OIG interview, 
[Castillo] was not entirely truthful about the extent of contact with 
Quintero and the nature of his communications with North. In 
regard to construction of Potrero Grande, he was at least evasive and 

S robably misleading when he said that the airstrip was a Costa 
iican initiative, they had only monitored its progress. 

When asked to describe his contacts with General Secord in 1965, 
he responded, “I never had any.” 
yt m tHflt correct? 

Mr. Castillo. Sixty-five through—sir, I don’t remember that 
question ever. 

Mr. Stokes. I am sorry, 1986.1 am sorry. My mistake. 

Mr. Castillo. If they asked me, I don’t remember that they 
asked me. Obviously if they wrote it down then they did ask me, 
but I don’t remember it. 

Mr. Stokes. Well, did they? 

Mr. Castillo. I am giving you what I recall, to the best of my 
ability. 

Mr. Stokes. Well, did the Tower Commission come back to you a 
second time and confront you with the KL-43 traffic between you, 
North and others? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stokes. And when you were then confronted did you then 
tell them the truth? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir, immediately. 

And subsequently, when I appeared before the Tower Commis¬ 
sion, apologized for the misstatements and corrected any impres¬ 
sion that 1 may have left with them concerning my testimony 
before their investigators. 

Mr. Stokes. So whatever you now finally told both of them would 
be the truth, is that correct? 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Stokes. Thank you. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Hamilton. Senator Inouye. 

Chairman Inouye. Senator Boren. 

Mr. Boren. Thank you very much. 

Following up on what Congressman Stokes has just asked you, 
why, again, did you not indicate the true nature of the communica- 
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tions between yourself and Colonol North when you were first 
asked about it? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, I can’t recall now exactly how the conversa¬ 
tion went with [C/LA\ but he essentially said something like, look, 
all they are going to ask you about is the air resupply flight. They 
wanted to go into the whole thing of the Nicaraguan program, but 
it has been worked out so that all thev are going to ask about is 
the question of the resupply flights, and that is what I—when they 
asked the question that is what I answered. 

Mr. Boren. So you- 

Mr. Castillo. Stupidly, sir. 

Mr. Boren. You answered only about that, but obviously the 
questions ranged beyond what you expected to be asked. 

Mr. Castillo. I was- 

Mr. Boren. Did you make a decision on your own? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Boren. That you felt you should only stay within the bounds 
of what- 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. It was my decision. Nobody told 
me to do something or not do it. I decided then and there when 
asked the question that I wasn’t going to allow the thing to go any 
further. 

Mr. Boren. Now, why didn’t you? Again, going back to what 
Congressman Stokes just asked you, why didn’t you—or did you 
report to [C/LA] or [C/CATF] or others within your own chain of 
command the nature of your contacts with Colonel North; the fact 
that you were communicating with him separately? 

Mr. Castillo. In political—on political matters I felt that some of 
the—some of my views, some of the developments among the polit¬ 
ical people in the south such as Alfonso Robelo and Arturo Cruz 
and some of the others were not being fairly represented at the 
RIG level. 

I felt—and this in no way should reflect on [ C/CATF J. We had 
professional disagreements. I respect him fully. I think he is a very 
professional officer, but we did nave difficulties. He was inclined 
more towards the FDN and the military, and I was inclined more 
to the political and the broader spectrum that they represented. 

So I frankly enlisted Colonel North as an advocate for my views 
at the RIG level. 

Mr. Boren. I understand that, but now officially he enlisted you 
in his operation more than you enlisted him. 

Mr. Castillo. Oh, no, sir. I had contact with him from 1984 
until—well, throughout this period, and the balance between politi¬ 
cal and military was much greater on the political side. The con¬ 
tacts that we had, as I said, it was one-tenth of 1 percent of my 
time involving the air resupply and even of that concerning the 
military side was infrequent. 

Mr. Boren. Did you assume [C/LA] knew about your contacts 
with Colonel North; is that the reason- 

Mr. Castillo. Certainly, [C/CATF]. 

Mr. Boren. [C/CATF] knew? 

Mr. Castillo. And (i C/LA] didn't come into the division until 
May 1st of 1986 and on the previous—2 weeks before when he had 
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visited [deleted] I had told him at least about the military side, and 
he knew that I had a relationship with Colonel North. 

Mr. Boren. You mentioned the DOD, Mr. George. That part of 
your anticipation of the range of the questions, the kinds of mat¬ 
ters about which you would be expected to respond, you said that 
you understood that the DOD also had indicated that that would be 
the range of the questions. 

Mr. Castillo. That is what [C/LA] told me. 

Mr. Boren. [C/LA] told you that? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes. George— I had not seen Mr. George I don’t 
think since August of 1984. 

Mr. Boren. So that was a representation purely from [C/LA.] 

Mr. Castillo. That is correct. 

Mr. Boren. Let me ask, in essence you have indicated that you 
did not feel you were breaking any laws, but you were staying 
within the bounds of communication and intelligence and the other 
things that you were authorized to provide. But it was your under¬ 
standing when you were asked to stand down that it was for policy 
reasons and/or political reasons primarily. And I presume that 
partly that is because the Intelligence Committees were being told 
that no one in the agency was having coordinated contact with the 
private beneficiaries among other things; is that correct? 

Mr. Castillo. That is what that cable says. I didn’t know that of 
my own personal knowledge. 

Mr. Boren. Did anyone indicate to you or did you have any 
knowledge about who it was in the agency that was making these 
representations to the committees? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir, but I understand that [C/CATF] is the one 
who regularly came down and briefed the committees, as well as 
the director. And f don’t know who else in the in between. 

[Deleted]. 

Mr. Boren. [Deleted] from nine to noon during which time you 
met with Colonel North and General Secord [deleted]. 

Did you know you were going to have those meetings at that 
time? 


Mr. Castillo. No, no, [deleted]. 

Mr. Boren. You met with General Secord and Colonel North 
during that period of time, though, did you not? 

Mr. Castillo. But it was 3 o'clock in the afternoon. 

Mr. Boren. Oh, it was three in the afternoon. 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. At the Four Seasons Hotel. 

Mr. Boren. I see. So you knew you were meeting with them. [De¬ 
leted]. 

Mr. Castillo. We didn’t know until that morning. 

Mr. Boren. OK. [Deleted]. 

What about this message which I presume you sent, here is this 
message February 26, talking about the flight [deleted], with pilots 

B eletedl, and the anti-narcotics unit and the civil airplane, and 
EA called in before we knew anything, [deleted], suspected the 
planes and asked DEA to check, et cetera—is that your message? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, yes, it was shown to me and it is obviously 
my message but again I have a mental block about those two 
names. I don’t ever recall writing those two names, but I guess I 
did. It is my message. 
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Mr. Borkn. Was this sent to Colonel North? 

Mr. Castillo. I don't know. It may have been sent to Quintero. I 
just—I would have to see the message again and I am not—maybe 
that would give me a hint. 

Mr. Borkn. [Deleted] is aware of the foregoing, told me some of 
the details. So on. 

Mr. Castillo. Let me explain what happened. 

The private benefactors had these Maule airplanes, fabric-cov¬ 
ered little airplanes. 

Mr. Boren. Yes. 

Mr. Castillo. And the Southern Front commanders inside were 
begging us to find a helicopter for them so that they could immedi¬ 
ately evacuate their wounded. Of course, the helicopter is out of 
the question. But they did have a very serious need to bring out 
the wounded, especially those with stomach wounds and other life- 
threatening wounds because the overland [deleted] was 10,12 days. 

Quintero said they had one of these Maules at [deleted] and ne 
suggested that at some time in the future they would send one of 
these Maules down on a test flight to see if it could at least make it 
tojdeleted]. 

Without knowing it—without my knowing it, he went and made 
arrangements with [deleted!, the fellow handling construction of 
the airstrip for [deleted] to be at the airport, not the airstrip, the 
airport, at [deleted]. 

So this plane came in and it landed there. [Deleted] wasn’t there 
to clear it, the authorities at the airport stopped the plane and 
asked them for registration and so forth and apparently they didn’t 
have the right kind of documents, didn’t have an insurance certifi¬ 
cate, et cetera, so the authorities told them to fly the plane to [de¬ 
leted]. 

When it got to [deleted], they called, they called Quintero and 
Quintero called me but in any case, I got involved and apparently 
there had been, because here is a strange plane showing up, they 
thought it had to do with drugs. 

So I asked the DBA office to investigate these fellows, the two 
people because we didn’t know who they were, and to assure the 
authorities if, in fact, they had nothing to do with drugs which was 
the case. ,. 

Anyway, this nRsco ended with these two fellows getting back 
into the airplane, cranking it up and flying it back to [delete] and 
that is the last we saw of any Maule. 

Mr. BoRKtyVThank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Hamilton. Mr. DeWine. 

Mr. DeWink. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Castillo, thank you very much for your testimony today. The 
last couple of days we have been talking a lot about the Southern 
Front. We have been using this term Southern Front. It strikes me 
that that may not be the most accurate way to describe—what did 
you understand by the use of the term Southern Front? Was this 
really a front in its classical warfare sense? 

Mr. Castillo. This was a term that came about out of a hope 
that again Pastora and the other units, including the Creoles and 
the Indians and the Blacks and the Chamorro group, could all even¬ 
tually come into a single military effort 
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Now, that Southern Front concept came about during the period 
of the 24 Mil—that was the first I think—no, the second incarna¬ 
tion or the Boland Amendment—in hopes that through unification 
that the Congress would be more understanding and that this was 
a unified Nicaraguan effort. 

But it never came to pass until a month ago. 

Mr. DeWinb. You have testified about the problems you were 
having with Eden Pastora, about your goal to get him and the 
people that were with him [deleted] into Nicaragua and to fight. I 
understand and appreciate the testimony. 

Weren't there also though a good number of Nicaraguan Free¬ 
dom Fighters who were actually inside Nicaragua who you were 
concerned about and you were concerned that we would break 
faith with them if we were not able somehow or somebody some¬ 
how wasn’t able to supply them? As you made your daily or weekly 
decisions and questions came up about this situation as you testi¬ 
fied, didn’t that affect you in some way and weigh on your decision 
process? 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. There were approximately [deleted], per¬ 
haps as high as [deleted] people inside who never came [deleted], 
who were true guerrillas in that they obtained their supplies by at¬ 
tacking the Sandinistas, who received the help of tne peasants 
inside, who survived by their wits and their bravery. 

There were communications with these people and they included 
Indians, Blacks, as well as Pastora’s people, and a few others that 
Chamorro claimed. These people maintained communications by 
runners, by open radio, and we learned of their—what was happen¬ 
ing inside as well as through refugees. 

We found, by the way, and I think you may be interested, Con¬ 
gressman, a definite correlation between the lack of supplies and 
increased Sandinista activity against the civilian population and a 
lot of human rights abuses. 

As things got worse for the people inside, human rights abuses 
increased because that was the time that—I am saying as things 
got worse for the military people inside, the Sandinistas increased 
their repression of the population, because they knew that these 
people were supporting through food and whatever little medicine 
they could find, and some money, they were supporting these 
people inside. So as we received our intelligence of what was hap¬ 
pening inside, obviously it had a great deal of effect on us, and our 
concerns for what was happening and there were some very, very 
serious problems. 

Mr. DeWine. What were you hearing, what did you know and 
how did it affect you? 

Mr. Castillo. Well, the Evangelical Church, the Moravian 
Church, and small fundamentalist denominations were being deci¬ 
mated by the Sandinistas. We have documented evidence of a case 
of an Evangelical minister and his family being tortured, decapitat¬ 
ed, because the Sandinistas said they had evidence that they were 
supporting [deleted] that they were supporting the Resistance fight¬ 
ers inside. Of course this situation achieved its worst period during 
1986 because that was the period that they had already been de¬ 
prived of assistance for almost 1 year. 
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As resupply went in the repression was reduced and, of course, it 
was an on-again-off-agai n thing as supplies lasted or resupplies 
were received. So we saw the benefit or the good that came from 
resupply, and we saw the results, which they didn’t have enough, 
so it obviously became a very grave moral imperative for us to at 
least on the political side do everything possible to convince the 
decisionmakers that in fact these people needed the assistance that 
only we could give them. 

Mr. DbWine. Thank you very much. 

Chairman Inouye. Mr. Castillo- 

Mr. Ca8tillo. Yes, Senator. 

Chairman Inouye. If my recollection is correct, in response to a 
question by Senator Boren just a few minutes ago as to why you 
were less than candid in your interview with the Tower Commis¬ 
sion, you said, among other things, that [C/LA] told you that "ar¬ 
rangements have been worked out with the Tower Commission.” 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir, I don’t think that that is what I said. 

[C/LA] was only referring to the questions that I would be asked 
by the Office of the Inspector General concerning my participation, 
and obviously I’m paraphrasing what he said, but that is what I 
recall, that the questioning would be limited only to the matter of 
resupply, and that it had been worked out that they wouldn’t go 
into all the other matters concerning the Nicaraguan situation. 
And I acted accordingly in responding to the questions that they 
asked, and when they asked a question which was beyond it, I 
made the decision, personal decision, to be—not to tell them the 
full—all the details. And it had nothing to do with the Tower Com¬ 
mission, sir. 

Chairman Inouye. Who worked out the arrangement with the 
OIG? 

Mr. Castillo. As I understood [C/LA], that Mr. George had 
worked it out that the questions would be limited to the air resup¬ 
ply. 

Chairman Inouye. In looking over your deposition, and I am 
trying to refresh my memory on that, I gather that from the time 
of your arrival as Chief of Station [deleted] you felt that your most 
important job was to convert this ragtag army in the Southern 
Front into some effective group. 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. My—I don’t recall now just what I said in 
the deposition, but if I said that, then I misspoke. My most impor¬ 
tant job, and I always thought it was, was the development of a 
unified Nicaraguan political organization and political program, 
which as—which the military would be obviously an adjunct of, but 
because of the constraints on us we could do nothing in terms of 
developing this ragtag military grouping, these groups into any¬ 
thing. So where we could do our work was in the political action 
area, and that is what I concentrated on, as well as in the intelli¬ 
gence collection related to it 

Chairman Inouye. During this time I believe the CIA was [delet¬ 
ed] against Pastora. Can you explain that to us? 

Mr. Castillo. Sir, that is an unfortunate—it is an unfortunate 
term to use, [deleted]. What we essentially- 

Chairman Inouye. That was your term I thought. 
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Mr. Castillo. It was my term, but it is an unfortunate term. 
There are some things that I can explain well and others that I 
can't. 

This is one of those. As I testified earlier, it was very important, 
in our view, to establish this unified opposition to the Sandinista 
regime and to have that opposition credible to the Western world; 
Latin America as well as Europe. We had done everything possible 
to bring Pastora into that unified opposition and he rejected all of 
our efforts. [Deleted]. 

Chairman Inouye. So you began to- 

Mr. Castillo. Well, you all decided on cutting him off as far as 
the money was concerned. As far as the jpolitical side of it was con¬ 
cerned, since every effort had been made to bring him in, and he 
had rejected it, then we found ourselves in a situation where we 
had no choice except to diminish his political influence, and at the 
same time increase or work to increase the political stature of the 
other democratic Nicaraguans such as Arturo Cruz, Alfonso 
Robelo, Adolfo Calero, Joaquin Chamorro and other legitimate 
leaders of the Nicaraguan Resistance. 

Chairman Inouye. And in that process the CIA began to dis¬ 
seminate information on his drug trafficking? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir, that was never the case. We attempted to 
diminish his influence by showing other political leaders that he 
was an irresponsible person and so forth, but never did we ever use 
narcotics or even the rumor of narcotics trafficking or anything 
like that as a means of bringing about this diminishment. When¬ 
ever we did, however, hear, and there were certainly substantiated 
cases, and we can name names, if you wish, of people in his coterie 
of supporters and his lieutenants that did have connections with 
drug traffickers and, in fact, he himself received funds from a 
person who was know to be affiliated with drug traffickers. And I 
think who may even be under indictment in the southern district 
of Florida. 

Chairman Inouye. Are these men still serving in the Contras— I 
mean with the Resistance fighters? 

Mr. Castillo. No, sir. That was one area that we took—that we 
dealt with very carefully. As soon as anyone had even an allega¬ 
tion of drug trafficking—the allegation of drug trafficking existed, 
we no longer had any contact with them, and they were separated 
from the movement. There was, in my recollection, only one excep¬ 
tion to that, and that was a matter of higher authority over me. 
But in almost every other case, we reported it immediately to DEA, 
and we separated contact with them. 

Chairman Inouye. You were the Chief of Station [deleted] and 
the chief gatherer of intelligence. I am certain you must have 
looked into the assassination attempt on Mr. Pastora. 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir, we did. 

Chairman Inouye. Who do you suspect? 

Mr. Castillo. We spent months trying to track down the leads 
that we had, [deleted], we were never able to identify the individ¬ 
ual that we felt was tne leading suspect. 

Chairman Inouye. [Deleted]. 

Mr. Castillo. [Deleted]. 

Chairman Inouye. [Deleted]. 
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Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. He is a suspect. There is a great deal of 
circumstantial evidence. 

Chairman Inouyb. Is he a Nicaraguan? 

Mr. Castillo. [Deleted] our efforts have led us all over Western 
Europe, Latin America, and as it stands now, the case is still open, 
and we have been unable to identify who this individual is. 

Chairman Inouyb. Who was the high authority that overruled 
you on that drug case? 

Mr. Castillo. For political considerations, there were two indi¬ 
viduals who were associated with Pastora who had allegations 
against them for drug involvement, and [C/CATF\ wanted [deleted]. 

1 objected to it in cable traffic, in person, and it was deemed nec¬ 
essary [deleted), at least since these were only allegations and not 
prooh and so I was overruled, and we proceeded to do it, and we 

Chairman Inouyb. But in your mind, it went beyond allegation, 
didn't it? 

Mr. Ca8tillo. Yes, sir, in my mind. [Deleted] there were indica¬ 
tions that our suspicions might be more well founded than- 

Chairman Inouyb. [Deleted]. 

Mr. Castillo. [Deleted]. 

Chairman Inouyb. Are they still Freedom Fighters? 

Mr. Castillo. Oh, no, none of Pastora's people have any relation¬ 
ship [deleted]—either they have come over and have declared 
themselves to be within the Nicaraguan Resistance organization, or 
they have dropped out completely. 

Chairman Inouyb. I thank you very much. 

Mr. Castillo. Yes, sir. 

Chairman Hamilton. Without objection, TC-15, exhibit TC-15 
will be made part of the record. 

[Mr. Castillo ], we thank you very much for your appearance. You 
have had a very long day before the two Select Committees, and 
the information you nave provided is most helpful to us. We thank 
you for it. 

Mr. Castillo. Thank you, sir. 

Chairman Hamilton. The committees will stand in recess until 
9:30 — 

Mr. Castillo. Mr. Chairman, I would like to express my appre¬ 
ciation, counsel's appreciation for the excellent cooperation of the 
Sergeant at Arms, Jack Russ, and the very effective, at least until 
now, and efficient way in which we have been brought in and out 
of this building. I sincerely appreciate that, and the committee's in¬ 
terest in my personal security. 

Chairman Hamilton. Thank you very much, sir. 

Senator Rudman. 

Mr. Rudman. I just want to make one comment. It is my under¬ 
standing that the transcript is going to be made available some¬ 
time tomorrow to the press? 

Chairman Hamilton. That is correct. 

Mr. Rudman. It is also my understanding that under the rules of 
Congress and the Intelligence Committees that it would be inappro¬ 
priate for any members or staff or anyone else to comment on 
these proceedings without specific permission in some way from 
the chairman. 
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Chairman Hamilton. That is correct. Under the rules of the 
House Committee at least, you cannot release classified informa¬ 
tion without a vote of the committee, and in the Senate my under¬ 
standing is it is a comparable procedure. 

Chairman Inouye. That is correct. 

Chairman Hamilton. The committees stand in recess until 9:30 
Tuesday morning. 

[Whereupon, at 4:20 p.m., the Select Committees were recessed, 
to reconvene at 9:30 a.m., Tuesday, June 2,1987.] 
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capable. Ralph is In good contact with os via Kt-43. 

•'» »*/ 

2. flfl^also In contact with Ralph via *1*43 and Is passing 
currant intalliganca for drop craw. 


3. Ralph raports they hava solved! 


Iproble® •• don't 


know whether thay shot hi®, paid hi®# ejected him or what. 


4. Mr# Mists flxad good recorder on ny phona for| 
whan ha avar calls again. Allah Akbar. Clck. IT 


UOpa.Rdl^ 


M tMia 






■ ^ > 9» 

lcrO<u> 

| tn14S 



Mi/u/ii mo UNtSWWMmi) 


1010 hoorfl^loctl April IS. 


^ pr ._. hr OM fosth for«‘,"irop^ 

iuecM|f|lfV cenpUted ill ni ill l as. rcK # reqjtsted to find 

foil report/ inventory, Nhen told t |||H^l»oat erM in 
9 r«tif«i appreciation. Our plana during neat M vnka includes 

eir 

maritimednliverieMmA^opplieW^ene^rittOairdro^^io 
South, butw/certifled air worthy aircraft, lethal drop to UNO 
South J^^^wis it to UNO South rorca with photogs, UNO 
nevepapeit^csps e nd shirts, and transfer of If UNO/fAW recruits 
^^jj^HHmeerrylno ail rasa ini no cached lethal Materiel 
to join UNO South forca, Hy^objactiva Is creation of 3,S00 naa 
force which can strike northwest and link-up with quiche to fora 
soli# southern fores, tlkewfie, envisage formidable opposition 
on Atlantic Coast resupplied atroc by sa^ Jbssllss this nay be 
otisrly ambitious planning but with your help, believe we can pull 
it off. 


New subject. Aft story appeared in Morning paper 1 
u.s, attorney south Florida investigation eras, drugs traffic 



involving insurgents and IJ«S* sympethlrisers. Ter rell, CKA 
named, focus on Her 111 I shipment ft,, tauderdal/ 



New subject, kef Crus split. Nhy not offer Crus provisions 
presidency in secret agreement signed by principalst S 
negards, OV. ST 
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4/15/ir 5000 


Delivered td^^pp|by 707 yesterday it t plan^^^ of 
ordnance for your friends. Aaao aboard lneludas^^Hrdt of 
7.M x 59'and a Ilka ut of II. Alto have^^*^und 
grenades, ancillary itaai for th e C«< plaatie explosives — 
blaatie caps, <3 at cord, et^^^BJlight machine fund a w|~ 
rda of linked ammo and e^^^^HBant1*oer»onnel mint a for 
use in ambuthes. whan and where do you want thia stuff. Ha aria 
prepared to deliver at toon at yoa callfo^t. la there an 
UNO/fAJUi communicator be inf placed in^^^^^^Qxf to, pieaaa 
have thia guy coordinate with lalph to that we have things wired 
toga the r. Alto with to note my guys era flying without any 
Intel. Can wa do something about getting them the radar profiles 
of Nie AAA radars, ate. If 


. - v s'-n-aT* 

mmf Mm/mnn m._ 

IMS, 

a. rtftr, htotf Security council 


J Q<il 


Tstmssi 


°toUSM 


>so 
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uiu$WWd l t' 


Ccpp t $/:;•• 114$ th&0 J«*t r«c«lv#4 fro* niph. 1 unOtritir. 

It *il. thiriX you probably wilii 


Kay 02 1400 hfri. 

1. Vt hav# 20 ma tqulpMAt ft 
6«Wy»4 oparttlon bieiuu lac 



ntw ■llittry top 
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mmm 




Ap ril ft HOP Cotta JUc*. tut Wi 4 thU Mcgaing. 

^ ~ pottpona, no futura data^at* 4 
a- Drop ao Indiana In C» He* raaehadula for pit* drop but 
•till for *nd of this wok. Cv«U«t* If poaatbla giving 
rang^T^latanca to C«J^ WKl*** Uek of il«ln*tllM|| 
n«*<5 ktf light* for thl«. 

J* Haul* run ttit acccopllah, no rtport* fro* «lr cr«w ytt but 
ground rtporta aoc caaa. 

dlsaiaod fro> post aa 

lUy tth. AMbaaaadorani^Mj^trongly working at it. Mialti 
night be *ign of our futur* with ntv adnlnlatratUb* 
J'JpMtlwttC Um for big drop with tiOO^to it 10 

to fS day* altar wo accoMpllah th*ao Indiana drop in C.». p haat 
ntal contradict that of Good#. ***mpWhHHH!^^^ 


liSSUSSKB ' 


u 


****!£&*£ 





123 


(Exhibit TC-7) 


UNbtOftO"" 


SUM 



optics Actions of Idas Pastors 
j tick l no Activltfi 
Organisation 



1. Wfclof his incorporation into tbs Nicaragua 
Project in IffT'fdan fat tor a proved tb-ba s destabilising 
eleaent within tbs Nicaraguan opposition covenant, Its 
notions, .and partleularly bis public coaotnter frepueatly 
provided tbs SsndlnistfS with propaganda bans flu, particularly 
bis ststsasAts about alleged Notional Ouacd control, of tbs pm 
sod PM atrocities* Nblls Pastors*c-objsotivss wars na*ar 
olaar, bis sot ions cars probably activated by a dsairs to 
bseoos-- --- ---*- 


forpsrl 


support* inolsdisf bstsro Cni 
that Pastora has wasted sillies 
witbost dawslopi as » such Isas ii 
strategy or were ilia prograo. 


withdrawn swob 
lobslo* idso eharps 
ollars of 0«S. funds 
ntiof» s coherent. silltary 


2. Thar a la no fira swldasoIIWllnh Sdso Pastors dlrsstly 

to drop traffic ting activities* BOpkats is a- 

information that seaborn of Pastors*s sstosrsp 
MHMHHHissrs so involved. besot tedly»7 
awars of tbs drop traffic!lap activities of bis sabordlsatas. 


ma ruwvi atrtQuy 

| co soa11las _ 

M 

ft hiuirvu 






C2-1\V134^S 
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(Exhibit TC-9) 

t*u.r ^ 

c zov? 






pr, fcticna! Security Comal 
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(Exhibit TC-11) 

£%V»VA "TC" - U <*Vv«A^ 

do^v3-o?yv 



(Exhibit TC-12) 
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(Exhibit TC-18) 

lINCMm 



&U 


OCC-I7-S0177 
2 torch 1117 



m fO*i C«n«nl Counsel 


|K7G«or«« Jantson I Mill 

frksociate Central Counsel 

Assistance to Military Aesupply Activities 
.of tha hicarsfuan Democratic Assistance 


i* You have aikad for an 
riacal Yaar 19M to provide as 
afforta of She Mlcaraquan den£ 
ariaaa because of allegations! 
tin provided Information to I 
persons# tha so-eaUed 'prlvit 
enable tha resistance to reeel 
auppllaa inside Nicaragua durl 
limitation on tha eipcndltureX 
oparationa in Nicaragua. This 
dlaeuaaad with, yog In draft £ 
aubatantlally idantieal to thl 
lncorporataa adltorial commanf 
S February ltd*. 


opinion on CXA*a authority during 

B military raaupply 
:e. tba question 
sat during that 
lalauaca and to 
aiding that to 
inltlon# and othar 
E a congressional 
>ort paramilitary 
provided to, and 
»7. it la 
that it 


SVMKARY t 

3. During Fiscst Yaar lttd« CtA vat authoriaad to provide 
limitad information and adtioa to support tha affaetiva 
delivery and distribution of military equipment tqthe 
resistance. It is both tha degree of CU»s inaolJKft. and tha 
natura of that involvement that is datarminatita JUtfStiav 
authoriiad CIA to shara intelligence with tha l amPw 









including information tbit would hm potential military 
• ignIficanea..;.Tha*coAgieaelonal rapoit language states that 
CIA could not. however* ongage In activities "that amount to 
participation In the planning or execution of military or 
paramilitary operations In nicarague by the nicaraguan 
dsaocratic resistance* or to participation In logistics 

I activities Integral to such operations." In mv o pini on, ths— 
lav provided authority for CIA to provide TnlSrlllloll TnvTTvlng 
safe delivery sites* weather conditions, hostile rlsh 
assessments, T and the like to assist the nicaraguan resistance 
In their resupply activities, where CIA's role did not anount 
to participating ‘in the actual delivery of naterlal or in 
planning* directing* or otherwise coordinating deliveries 
during the course' of or in the context of specific military 


engagement. 


LtCISlATIVt HfTOATi 

). The applicable statototy~provision is found at section 
109 of the mtelllgence Authorisation Act for fiscal Tear 1911 
(f.L. 99*149* 4 Dec. 199S). which.provides! 


(a) funds available to .the Central Intelligence 
Agency, the Department of Defense* or any other 
agency or entity of the Onltedjtutea involved in 
intelligence activities may. btiobligated and 
expended during fiscal year.1914 to provide funds, 
materiel, or other assistance..'to the nicaraguan 
democratic resistance to snpbokt military or 
paramilitary operations in nlceragea only as 
authorised In section 101 and as specified in the 
classified Schedule of Authorisations referred to In 
section 102, or pursuant to section 102 of the 
national Security Act of 1949, or to section 104 of 
the supplemental Appropriations Act, 19SS (Public 
Uw 99*11). i 

(b) nothing in this section precludes** 

(1) administration, by the nicerafueoV*?^ 
losao 1 tar ism Asa 1 stance office establlehjd^br~ 
Executive order 121)0, of tbe program oi 
humanitarian aaatitance to the lloiragi 
democratic raaiatanee provided for imnlu 
Supplemental Appropriation a Act, 1999^ oi 


UNCUS* s 



hf<n a 



133 


UNCLASSIFIED 


,.••"■^(2). activitiei of the Departaint of Stat* 

' to solicit tuch huaanlterian asilstence for th» 
Nieartjuan. democratic resistance. 

The'Joint Explanatory ttatenmt 'that accompanied tht conftrinet 
report to t.R. 2419, which via tht louse version of this 
provision, atatadu^ 

Tht conferees nott that under currant lav and 
tht<rt|tiifc*lon containtd in Itetion 105 of thit 
Conference Nejport, tht intelligence agencies nay 

f rovldt advice, including intelligence and counter- 
ntelligence information, to the Nicaraguan 
deaocratic roeiatance. Section 105 dote not perait 
intelligence agencita to engage in activities, 
including training other than the coaaunleations 
training provided for pursuant to Section 105, that 
aaount %o participation inTtlf^ planning or elocution 
of allltary or paramilitary operations in Nicaragua 
by the Nicaraguan democrailc'/aslstance, or to 
participation inlogistics-activities Integral to 
such operations. I.t. lap] No. 99073, 99th Cong., 

1st Seas. It (1995). ■ l 

4. Sn his presentation of th^ bill, met Chairman 
Raallton atated that "training, or any other activities— 
including advice—that amoeat|to:partielpatlon in the planning 
or execution of military activities by the Contras, or acting 
as allltary advisors to the Contras, is prohibited." Cong, 
tec. 1.10294 (dally ed. 19 Nov. 19S5). 


Section 105 represents a small step forvard 
toward full support for the resistance by permitting 
cooperation In the areas of information sharing, 
advice, transportation, and humanitarian aid. #ld? 
at 1.10291. 

The tranportatlon assistance referred to,above 
■anilton was to be provided by the Stats Depar 




-- eras 




184 


wmsm 


CU-^for-delTWiy of hssanltsrian aid, and voull adaatitatt 
perticipetloo'rather than nere provision of advlee. It vu in 



mount tar participation in the pUanlnf or eiectitlon of 
paraaliitary or aliitary operations in Mlcaregsa." Ve'drev tht 
distinction betweea'*peraisslble and nonperr.isslble involvsaant 
as follows* / 

'rhbs'PKf. Speaker, the intelligence anthorIsatlon 
confaranca report has drawn a clear line between, on 
the one hand, the sharing of Intelligence infocaation 
with the Conte as, which 0.1. agencies Involved in 
intelligence activities are pecaitted to doi and, on 
the other hand, planning for, participation in, or 
providing advice on any paraaliitary or ailltary 
operations, which O.t. agepglys involved In iatelli* 
gence activities ere esprsssly prohibited froa 
doing. Id. at I.lOlt?. p; 1 

Congretsaan Baailton agreed. jpV.- 

t * ] 

I. Two days later, Senator Derenbergar, In presenting the 
bill to the donate for passage, atteapted to clarify the intent 
of the provlsloni ► 


Clearly, the intelllgme^ageacles will be 
providing Information and advice on natters of 
concern to the ilceraasaa deaocratic resistance, such 
as infornatioa on Sandlalsta cspabilitles, resources 
and Intention#, and advice on nature each as 
effective delivery and distrlbetion of aaterlel. The 
conferees have, however, specified that the 
intelligence agencies ass not to engage In activities 
that aetsally anoent to participation in the pUXtflag 
or esecetion of ailltary or paraalliury operations' 

In Hear ages by the Vicaragsaa deaocratic rasTatahce, 
or to participation in logistics activities dotec&aT. 
to seen operations. Cong. lee. f.14074 (dail^Nt^^ 
21 bow. Iddl). ‘ 




►MAM, 


r? 
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UNCEftSSffitD 


Tht legislative* history, therefore, (mbs to draw diatinctloni 
between, on^th* on* hind. perticipation, planning, and 
providing advice (which would not be peraltted in support of 
paramilitary operation*) and* on t^e other hand. Information- 
•Karine. Including advice on the delivery of supplies. tbit 
information-sharing would be authorised oven if it would have 
potential ailitary significance to lone aa It did not aaount to 
participation*;fla*hing* or ailitary advice. There is no clear 
Indication that Congress intended to prohibit CIA froa giving 
advice on Tiipply operations, and sooe Indication that It did 
Intend- to diatinguish between aere information-sharing and 
actual participation in such operations. Partberaore, thare 
would appear to be a valid distinction between permissible, 
general ailitary resupply operation* and operations In the 
contest of specific ailitary operations, which were not 
authorised. 


OOC VllWS i F~-| 

4. with this In alnd. the Office of General Counsel, 
following enactaent of the bill, into law, took a 
forward-leaning although go»*ded}poaltl©« on the provision of 
information relating to the supply of resistance forces, 
a Essentially# OGC Interpreted;theiiaw not to distinguish between 
information or advice of a logistical nature and advice in 
general, eicept for advice oa 'pacific ailitary operations. On 
It December !••», then General*Counsel Stanley Sporkln noted to 
the director of Central intelligence in the contest of this 
congressional csatrlctftoa thfeMwbile advice on logistical 
matters not * integral* to airrCTfy operations would be 
accepteble. there Is e flee line to be drawn end greeter cause 
for concern the closer the CIA role approaches the provision of 
advice that supports spociflc ailitary operations* (Tab A). Xn 
addcaaalng tho^Taplicatioaa of say CU Y> «}" 

advica on the effective delivery end distribution of ailitary 
equipment. Hr. Sporkln seemed to eey that OOC could legally 
defend CXA'e authority to do to. although he thomhtthet this 
would have to be worked out with the Intelllgencretalttees in 
o!d«-W ,-CO MWM 


bom »•» |i**« In tit *•«« of IllitiHM.* U»t£ 
1 PSCX chairmen leailton and SSCX Chairman Duran* 


itwaen 

blowing 



• 5 - 


«SS£2c 


u<v i 
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V 




* 


'aiRittl idttci thit it not specific or 
•Mooting nllitery or paramilitary oper 
(Ttb t )• X believe tit escheate«lndice 


of information t©.support loclatlet activities In o nor* gmaral 
context lf&*0 9 « no * involving t specific nilittry operation or 
engagement .as opposed to rootint or periodic resupply). Tbit 
Agency,/ln fact,.adopted tn Interpretation not* in lint vith the 
SIC1-position. 

V** \ 

ewwmtioKM. 

IMS, Cbtlrntn ttnilton requested tn 
InterprltatlfovOf tht phrttt "effective delivery and dlstribu- 
tion of Aterlel to tht reslstance»• and atttd bow CIA would 
"ensure that advlet you nay «|vt dost not ritt to training 
ftsiatanct forest in loglfiut activitltt.* Tht Agtncy*s 
tttpontt aids it clttr that it conaidtrtd tht provision of 
advice to suppo/t rttopply •ffoett to bt authorised, including 

eclflc or ttttntial to planning or 
tary optratioot la Nicaragua" 

_ -_ nee«lndicatet a clttr ipscx 

rtoognitatlon that CXA would jl*f!reaiatance inforaation and 
advict relating to resistance*activities. 

ssesmiffli' fj 

-r t, in oonclotiooi in riscel r Ye»r ltli CXA was authorixtd to 
provldfetuforMUmajp thoMUodPofrs g fo lNu i asi aMF cMlttajMtt that 
could Include intelligence UforaafSI gf potestur military 
tigniflcanctt for example, information on ftandiaitta 
capabilities, resources, and flhtantloam. CXA alto could provide 
advice on natters such as the effective delivery and 
distribution of ailitary equipment, so long at this did not 
amount to participation in paramilitary operations In Nicaragua, 
either In their planning or execution, or in logistics 
activities "Integral" to such operations. Advice could rite to 
the level of participation if CIA toot an active part in 
planning or coordinating resupply nlsslons for specific para* 

•um., 


ftinafll i roiW 


i-l'flSMum Mvl.l ■ J t\ Ml i-'Ut* 11 l i l»fH I 

*: :Ti 1 Lnowm l M f-Ti 1 k : tui 1 r ■ Trnrn ^ i nr?;»r \ 


"ifttMfi" w i ■Pdfimuitary 


mm 






- 7 - - 


•>*1 


ZTSBStu. 2. 

f/SC * sso 


Y<-' 













(Exhibit TC-14) 



soutcTi mv mm ftovm co*w m 
Mil •IHCTW Wtll I 


► #25 ** ••homo 

wmmm that t* m wt 

. VITV TM M‘Sf TM MOMUI NOCIMV 

S# P# witfriftn com to mQ/m mil nut 

KJ.SPU 6 ?! 1 VJ* 1 w *** T toftVr uomt m mccivimIMIMBc/a 
iKJ*If!PJ.!.5L t * l,,c w UfisitfU. as am m mi avui 

? VIMATMM V IW IT n*l. VI M 
f!*?.**** 1 °* vmtmi au of n* auiutkmiloatim . _ 
m m not vim to MivdiaMtir 

Jf p ZlK l »i2 , }I£ ,, S < . T, !*i ,l ! i « li,ITf T>UT «t ot i\at mot m iai. 
^itXLtOMTOOfM AT THIS TIM TO UT TO SOI 10 OMUTIONS THAT 
■■■■"** nil IT || JIOO AAAI 110 IT (UAlirU WHICH VI Ml UN All l TO 




MWO AM f A|> 
WVIMO ASSIST 
Vt Jtivt M TO 
■■■■HAS MU 

OAI«« ,, C/UTI/f 


ini or. mss Ait 


MCI OAOO MV 
I Mil C/tATrt 


3 PA" "IM 




^ * umsinfo 

Cj(t/33U7 fkiuUt'rito] 


\|j IXHItlf 

s|N 
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(Exhibit TC- 16 ) 


tot nvu» 

** 

PtONf TO 

mjiCTt tacm‘t«f 

urnnww 


Aran 9. iw 

• i 0231 


Tto mm «m ImM ky Jaffray (iUm 

MiirUt H fieri*. it M vim Ua i tye«Ul km (na 
in krii Omiu Ml Omit tiaayMki, la ntk tktj 
tM Htt to to* feUrvel at* mi1|M| tt «UkB| 

v> ww^ ytWH 

Jake*# aSCntaU i 


Uilatwt f »t. Utermy, toUtn 
mi tv* frea Xtm. Ttoy 
at Tuk Part*. ta 


hum lull t* to mtit| u toil* a career m tkl* cm*, to mt 
toiaiiln « IU|tM irtifc ym mm at tto tay, via* Mlcraaatk ato 
dm, tto a 11 m ttmitlai tto varleM reeletaaea yt t yt to €.!•• 


hUm a tat to ttoy vara toUt| at tto *U| alctare" ato Mt ytl| leaking at a yaaalkla 
vlatatlM af tto aaitrallty eat, tot at yaaalkla aaeattorlu^aea af gava r mia t tola. 

Tto? vaat aavaral ttoaa ta tto rvlaaa ta cvaatlm tto (if* la )atl. toy trial ta talk 
vita Ma, tot tor vaa tlvttto aat ta talk vltk ttoa aaltaa to kto a latffat yea amt* Jato 
arrival la tto V.9. m totarlay, aa tto? vi&l ynWUy tty ta track kto lava* 


Attack*! arc aavaral lattara Jato kaa racalval fraa tto yeeyle la |all. ftora alee'la 
a aatartaal atataaaat ky aa* ttavaa Carr, vto toe Icm aaat af tto ulklac* la It to 
atataa Kartto Imy aal Taay Avlrgaa tall kto vkat ta aay. Ttoaa tv* "rayertara* ara 
•atklag mn ttoa JlalafartotiM txyerte, aal ttoy ara aftar m aal yaa. 

If aal vtoa t aa caataata! ky tto Pit I vlil aat aarvar aay tNltlm vltkaat aa attaracy 
yraaaat* Kvaa ttoa, 1 vtll Mt aaavar aay t*a*tl*M. It la tto aalp vay l aaa aaa ta 

•tM tto tlla. 


Parkaya It la ttoa l retire frm tkla 11 m at vark aal fact* aa aaattor yart af tto 
varU aal agelaat aaattor gravy af CtoUia caaaaalua. 


aajamak nmnn 


Kal a laagtky llacvaalM vltk Alfaaaa. la aal Attare ara |*lag ta give It aaa last try 
far Maalagfal rtf ara U WO. If aa m ckaagaa ara aat u4t, ttoy totk aaa m raaaaa ta 
CMtlaM* 

laa a| tto ckaag*o» aal ttoaa to cMillara alaar, ara tto taaoi 
If ttoaa carnet to accaayllatol, to tollavaa all la laat. 



to’ta farlaM vltfl||Bal tollavaa ttora mat to am* actlaa tatoa. Ooa't tollava 
I kli ratoval, tot vlll vaat mm raiyaaaa ta:tto Praat Uaa rayart. tollavaa 
at ga, arat laaat kla yavar caaatlarakly Imlalttol. 


to arrlvaa la Kiwi m Taaalay 
all tto toya* totk to aal Cm 


aal ttoa ttora It a aaatlag la Mlaal m tolaaelay vltk 
wall like aoaatkla* aaa It I va ta caM In* 

I 'mTShTSTT 

'TL'-IS 





Ml 

A 


fiuia* 

-til ?• im 
t. 


Mi iumti Ma nMI it tH fri ll — titk t iewy Uw , fa m safer* ta mumImi 
fa mU * | MU— AMM Matt to aa toaatt —a. 14—to Mil— to m il itui 
at tMt If to tact—f.* Si 414 aatsay tto aaaa 

t «tot I to— atoto fasaTR* atrt—(Hi^N Mat to 


at M —Mtlaaa r—cr4i— 

I aa at fit* 

at Wato ty. —sift taa* catlaa Hart a ftaaa ralaaaa to to4 arlttaa 

itaiat MrtUa aattMlIaat. toalfa watM to tolas«a4 ia4t« WO* __ „ 

rivta faraftaif ttatto aaaatUaf ta tto sffatti Tto fallal tsar— Ofyaatolaa 
> NW raa f —Iklity Cat tto ItotHtotlaa #4 all tonatoattoa all ftaatoafto nf< a 
M 414 an ralaaaa It aa Jasttst aato aa, aal toaaaaa toalfa to4 aat alaaral It vtt) 
aai ftatoto. faato toav atot tofftaa4 ta to. 


I 0232 

• r atfattt 
toaatftof tsCarl##, 


to taly atoarvattaa tai aalaaa aaaa alalia tto— aa art aato aal toalfa aafattaa Um 
aaaafat tto rtf. too till fall aaatt. tt alaa atoaU to toft U alto ttot ttota la 


aftaalatlaa toalfa 
alto aa.ttot If total# 


>0 till fall aaatt. tt alaa atotll to toft U i 
41 HI at* toaa uUlaajto rr ai 
ala ali Crs* Jalf sklf, MaUaMf^dil 


airito a 4aal aa tto 
Jala taftttor. 


to frltof, tto tlirf.aattaaafal trlf lata Mtarataa taa aato ky nr aaritlaa ft#—. 


A aavav aytratlaa toa toaa atulllilto 
aaaarto trlf* • wafc. toa toat la failj 
tl toft ato a UIN II 4aya Ulat. 


-tto w aaaa till Walla ta aato 1a 
■aaal, aaattov atoaU to rstoy la 19 ta 


Aa afaratlaaal fan *• 1 

afaratara aa aatl trlf.I_ 

ftavMft— ttoy toa*t |t« can 

artato* 


JUl€tl^rtlto^fUara£*aaaj#«#atf#^^B 

IniriMtnMrriri aat a aaatorafltotoJ 


|num#4 It alike to tlaa ta aato tow Bill Kaaaay aa va arc aatl— lata tto afar* 
*al aato. It wall to tottat ta gat kla altaatto aat rattor ttoa latar. 



totor tto aat . 
la Jack'a toata 


— fiay ttot toa toaa farato ta act aa a tatar, w till toal&a ta tot— 
a 4aty fraa ato 1—ally, tot tol. 


to «ato at War a I aa far aaattor IS toys at aa. lava tto—It a toat rails*!— fraa ttora 
toaaaaa af all tto toat, tot vtU stick It aat If yaa tkSak It affrafrlata. t 4a aat 
wat to 4a aaytkl— ttot till ato ay caaal— yaa yraklsM. tot ttot Um to* yrstokly 
alratoy com ato ato aa »wa waal4 aay *to , a la taa 4a#f aat ta tara lack." 

to gatitlaa. K aa a tot fraftrty, si aaaa faayla aa tto Ull art aakl— faaitlsas stoat 
m. f wat ta taa tkla tors—k, tot aat at tto cast af JaafaNlil— it, aa I aa tto saiy 
—a aat aa a llak aitkjl i—laa aafaty my at fall lack yaaltlia. 
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L BEFORE THE 

SENATE SELECT COMIITTEE OR SECRET MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
TO IRAR AMD THE NICARAGUAN OPPOSITION . 

AMD THE 

HOUSE SELECT COMIITTEE TO INVESTIGATE 
COVERT ARMS TRANSACTIONS WITH IRAN 


Statement 



May 2$, IPS? 


Mr. Chairmen and Mambara of thaaa Salact Committees, I 
hava axarcisad my Constitutional privilege not to taatify 
without banafit of immunity concerning my participation in the 
mattara which ara undar lnvastigatlon by thaaa Committaaa. I 
hava dona to on tha advica of counsal and bacauta I bacama 
parsuadad that it was tha only way in which I could ba accorded 
avary poaslbla oaasura of fairnass undar tha law. Madia 
spaculatlon which has baan groundad on faw facts and an 
extraordinary amount of antiraly misguided and irresponsible 
supposition has convinced me that my decision was both prudent 
and correct. Having said that, I appear before you today with 
a sense of peace that I hava baan true to my conscience and to 
my profession. Accordingly, I am fully willing, indeed eager, 
to testify as to tha facts of my participation in tha matters 


undar inquiry. 






•2 


mm 

I ISbpe X will be able to convoy to oach of you a cloar 
understanding that X and tho othor mb and women of the CIA* a 
Clandoatlno Service, both thoao under ay command at tho Station 

thoao Headquarters who 

aupportod our efforts, porforiaod our dutioa in tho boat 
tradition of tho Service. To tho boat of ay recollection, 
neither they nor X over intentionally violated any law of the 
United States, in apirlt or otherwise. To the contrary, the 
deliberate, peralatent and resourceful efforts over a two-year 
period of my superiors, aa well as the officers who served 
under me, in particular given the constraints and changing 
national policies under which we were required to operate, are 
a testimonial to the high standard of conduct which this 
country expects of its intelligence officers. If there were'' 
any lapses, they resulted from decisions made under the 
pressures of fast-moving events, from the characteristic "can 
do" attitude of Clandestine Service operations officers, or 
simply from emotional concerns for patriotic Nicaraguans, whom 
the United States has supported, albeit intermittently, in 
their efforts to pursue the Ideals of peace and freedom which 
we in this country not only enjoy, but often take for granted. 

X believe that it would be grievously harmful to the 
morale of the CXA officers who werej^^^working with the 
Southern Front of the Nicaraguan Resistance to suppose without 
any basis in fart that they ever engaged In a conspiracy to 
violate the laws of the United States. These honorable men and 
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women tun placed In an extremely difficult situation which was 

not of their own making. Specifically, they were required as 

an integral part of thoir duties as intelligence officers to 
0 

gather intelligence and to carry out political action 
operations in order to hold together the many diverse, even 
opposing, factions within the Resistance. The very fact that 
the Resistanc^mi^s more focused and politically and 
militarily viable than it ever has been is a remarkable 

You may question whether my officers and I understood 
the legal constraints of the Boland Amendment. Of course we 
did — or we thought we did — notwithstanding the fact that 
there were no lawyers assigned to my Station and the cable 
guidance from Headquarters on these matters was understandably 
terse and narrow and did not pretend to address every 
eventuality. The application of the Boland Amendment in 
humane, rather than legal, terms in the field operational 
environment led us to feel we were in the middle of a minefield 
with each step becoming a critical decision. My officers and t 
diligently tried to adhere to the constraints of the Boland 
Amendment as we understood them, and 1 believe we generally 
were successful. 

In addition, we in the field were impacted greatly by 
the political considerations which attended the various 
Incarnations of the Boland Amendment — considerations arising 
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out of political sensitivities boro In Washington which voro 
difficult for ub to appreciate. While we were doing our best 
to keep faith with the legal constraints of the Amendments and 
at the iiM tins carry out our duties with respect to the 
Mlcaraguan Resistance* we were faced with the political 
dimensions of the broad issue of support for the Nicaraguan 
Resistance. Those dimensions adversely affected our operations 
on several occasions. It often s e amed to us that the neat 
upcoming vote in the Congress on support for the Resistance was 
the aost important consideration governing the perceptions of 
what activities were permissible* regardless of the urgency or 
necessity of a beneficial operational action. I can recall CIA 
Headquarters disapproving certain operational activities which 
were acceptable under the terns of the Roland Amendments 
themselves because of a possibly negative political impact at 
home. You can imagine my difficulty In trying to reconcile 
such decisions with the duties of my office. Regardless* as 
Chief of Station, I was directly and specifically involved in 
all of the operational activities concerning the Nicaraguan 
Resistance* and the officers under my command followed my 
guidance and direction. Therefore* I am fully and 
unequivocally responsible for all of their actions. 

As you will learn from my testimony today, my 
association with Lt. Col. Oliver I*. north came about as a 
result of our respective positions* and because of the 
coincidence of our Interests concerning the political and 
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Military status of tha Nicaraguan Resistance. Throughout this 
relationship# Col* North never asked me to undertake any 
unlawful activity. Nor did he ever inform me of any sale of 
arms to Iran or any diversion of funds to the Resistance. 

Given the events of recent months# I am eternally grateful that 
he did not. I hold Col. North in high esteem because, in toy 
judgment, he has been faithful to his country# his duty and his 
word# and loyal to his beliefs and his comrades. X admire his 
intellect and his commitment to the human beings who reprise 
the Nicaraguan Resistance. He is my friend and# whatever 
happens# he will so remain. 

The press has speculated extravagantly concerning my 
possible Involvement with Director William Casey in connection 
with the Nicaraguan Resistance. I met with Director Casey on a 
few occasions during my tenure as Chief of Statlo 
briefed him# as did my officers# on station operations as it 
was our duty to do. That is all. During those briefings# Mr. 
Casey never suggested or implied — nor did I ever infer--* that 
he expected me to undertake activities which would violate in 
any way the laws of the United States. 

I wish to close this statement on a personal note. 
Since my return to Washington in January# I^have experienced 
some of the worst moments of ay life 


Their absence# the Imposed isolation, 
the interruption of my .command# the unfounded press and media 


command# the unfounded 

iteussra 
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speculation - ** bout «y participation in possible violations of 
the law* and tho possibly trrsparabla daaagt to a carasr l 
charisb and have dadleatad tha last twenty-years of wy Ufa to 
ara all factors wbicb bars made tha last faw Months vary 
difficult. On tha basis of ay actions as Chief of Station 
^^Mpver tha last two year, it should not have bean so. 


Thank you Nr. Chalinen, 
to your questions. 


I look forward to responding 

o 


UNCLASSIFIED 



